From the Headteacher

Dear Parents, Carers and Member of the Nobel
Community,

We were delighted to welcome students back in
January and are pleased to report a strong start to
the new term. Students settled quickly back into
learning during the first week, setting a positive
tone for the months ahead. Level 3 examinations
for vocational subjects also took place, and over
the last two weeks our Year 13 students have been
sitting their mock examinations. Their conduct
throughout this period has been excellent and they
should be commended for their maturity and focus.

My first assembly of the academic year focused on
reframing the familiar phrase “out with the old, in
with the new.” Rather than leaving things behind, |
encouraged students to reconnect with the
message shared in September around the pursuit
of excellence. The New Year offers an opportunity
to refocus and to recognise that the best version of
ourselves already exists; success comes from
unlocking our potential through the right choices
and consistent effort. A powerful video was shared
highlighting the transformational role schools play,
not only academically but also in supporting
students’ social and emotional development.

We were also fortunate to welcome a range of
speakers to work with our Year 11 PRE students.
Thank you to Mrs Whitby for organising
representatives who shared views from religious
and humanist perspectives. The session prompted
thoughtful discussion and debate, allowing
students to explore key themes through different
philosophies.

We hope parents found the Year 11 consultation
evening informative and supportive.

This is a crucial point in the GCSE journey, and we
trust that the guidance shared will help parents
support their children effectively with revision and
preparation.

Intervention programmes are now well underway,
including morning sessions for maths during tutor
time. Targeted after-school sessions are also taking
place to further support progress. In addition, we
have started our 1-2-1 sixth form interviews for the
current year 11 students, it is wonderful to hear that
so many students have high aspirations for
themselves and are carefully considered their A
Level and vocational options for their future steps
and careers.

It has been wonderful to start the term with our
Nobel Celebrates Success mornings. So far, we
have celebrated with Years 10 and 11, with Year 7
next week and Years 8 and 9 in the coming weeks.
| would also like to thank Mrs Parsley for organising
a theatre trip to see Wicked for our Key Stage 4
Drama students. Their behaviour was exemplary,
and staff were full of praise for how well they
represented Nobel.

Finally, it was a pleasure to see our Sixth Form
students acting as reading partners with Year 7
students last week. The support, encouragement,
and positive relationships on display were truly
heartwarming and demonstrate the strong sense of
community within our school. It really shows the
power of having a school sixth form.

As we look ahead to after half term, our focus will
increasingly turn to Year 11 mock examinations. A
wide range of interventions will continue, and we
encourage all students to maintain their hard work
and commitment as final exams draw ever closer.

Best wishes,
Rav Phagura
Headteacher



Health & Social Care Students visit local Care home

Before the Christmas break, our year 10 Health and Social Care students had the opportunity to visit
Martin’s House Care Home to learn about the care provided to older adults. We would like to thank the
residents and staff who were very welcoming and the

students had a very educational time.. They describe their

experience below:

The care home taught me that you may have to adapt to
people (eg. If they’re blind, deaf and had dementia) it taught
me what a care home is like as have never been to one
beforehand. It also can be quite hard to communicate with
the elderly if they have dementia or they’re deaf. Chanelle

| learned that older adults may need additional support and
patience when having a conversation and participating in
intellectual activities such as word searches efc.

In my opinion, it was challenging to communicate with an individual with dementia as they become
forgetful and repeated the same questions. However, when we asked about her peers at the home, she
enjoyed talking about them. Saffron

During my trip, | found out that the elderly LOVE to talk about their family and their past experiences. For
example, | asked her to find someone in an activity photo wearing a hat and she started talking about
how her son hates hats. | found that | had to repeat myself quite a lot and speak louder and slower for
them to understand me. Overall, | had a great time. Steysi

During my trip, | have found out that the elderly will love to
talk as they may not get too many visitors. The woman | was
talking to loved to talk about her past looking after people
while being a nurse and loved to talk about her love for
dogs. | very much enjoyed talking to this woman as she
seemed to love to talk about herself and ask questions
about me. | am extremely grateful to have had the
opportunity to go and speak to these lovely people.  Alice

Dr E Newtis
Health & Social Care Teacher



MFL Celebrates Success

On Thursday 18th December, the MFL department were delighted to invite some of our incredible
language learners this half term, and their families, in for a celebration breakfast with certificates
which were presented by Mr Kay. We would like to congratulate each of the students nominated for
their outstanding work and attitude to learning last half term. We look forward to celebrating the
future successes of all our students.

Students Awarded:

Spanish

. Emily Mae Williams
. Emily Adkins

. Eka Nolan

. Olivia Ross

. Phoebe Field

. Louis Bascandura
. Evie Pearce

. Sammy Busby

. Eliza Zeelie

. Millie Blow

. Daniel Oluwalare
. Eden Brown

. Yi-Xin Liu

. Alfie Vlietinck

. Charlotte Spooner
. Oliver Crisp

. Olivia Chalkley

. Bethany Wilson

French

. Chloe Waler

. Megan Turner

. Ara Nankaly

. Charlie Baker

. Lucy Young

. Vince Onwuegbuzie
. Blaize Garrett

. Syed Ali

. Charlotte Bourne
. Brooke Everitt

. Alice Leader

. Emily Davies

. Lauren Taylor

Continued on next page



German

. Antonia Visinar

. Ethan Talbot

. Ethan Underwood

. Tammy Oluwalare

. Clairemarie Levy

. Lucy Baker

. Alice Mihalace

. Samuel Bhebhe

. Albie Pomroy

. Isobella Crooks

. Charlie Readings

. Emmanuella Akin-
Abolaji

. Levi Sarangeta

. Albert Cioaca

. Melissa Aruxandei

Mr M Goggins
Teacher of Languages

Current House ABC Points Totals

29 January 2026 House ABC Points
1st Eliot 29263
2nd Curie 29080
3rd Teresa 25905




Nobel Christmas Service

Friday 19 ™ December was our Nobel
Christmas Service.

We went to St Hugh and St John's church to
watch the performances from the Nobel Notes
Choir, Liam Voss on the cornet and our Y7
Nativity actors. This tradition has been
longstanding at Nobel and gives all Year 7s,
Y8s and Y9s a chance to visit a church during
a key festival.

Special thanks go to our special guests, Mrs
Adeniregun's daughter and Ms Brown's son
who both starred as the baby Jesus in the
Nativity.

Miss K Whitby
Head of PRE



Worldview Panel at Nobel School

On Friday 9" January, the Y11s had a worldview
panel consisting of:

. Humanist UK speaker Rob Perry

. Faiza Spittle from Understanding Islam

. Rev. Chandrika Perera from St Hugh and St
John's Church.

The Y11s listened to the beliefs brilliantly and
submitted questions about the treatment of
criminals.

Our speakers debated the purpose of prisons,
community service, corporal punishment and the
death penalty. It was wonderful to hear different
perspectives from three very different worldviews.

Miss K Whitby
Head of PRE



STEM Programme

Ten students in year 9 and 10, were invited to a STEM Programme
delivered by Services for Young People. This programme is
designed to raise awareness of STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Maths) careers and develop students’
understanding of the opportunities available to them.

Activities include workshops in School, visits from STEM
employers, including JCA engineering and will be soon visiting a
local STEM centre. Students have had hand on experience and a
better understanding of the career paths including apprenticeships
that are available. All students seemed to enjoy the experience
and understanding of STEM businesses in the area.

Miss J Savo
Teacher of Health and Social Care



FONS News

We are looking forward to the next year 7/8 disco
taking place on 13th March. FONs will again be
there selling sweets and drinks. Look out for an
email with more information coming shortly. Our
last disco in October was very successful which
meant we made a profit of £400. This money will
go towards supporting the pupils at Nobel in the
future .

We are excited to announce the date for our
Quizine night which takes place on 15 May in the
school hall. We will again have a new theme to our
food as well as a quiz, heads and tails and a raffle.

We would be very grateful if you are having a clear
out post Christmas and have any new/unused and
in date items for our raffle on the night. These can
be dropped off at reception for the attention of
FONSs. All money raised will go back to the school
for items such as for the science department which
is featured opposite and below.

Keep an eye on your emails and the newsletter for
more information in the near future.



FONS News 100 club winners

For information on FONs please email Kym -
kymarthur@btinternet.com

For information on our 100 club contact Jodie -
jlaingseattle@agmail.com

Upcoming dates

Friday 13 March - Year 7/8 disco 7pm till 9pm | S prine i 8¢ |5
Monday 27 April - FONs meeting 7pm (library) nd prize 0 Cox AN
Friday 15 May - Quizine 7pm till 10pm

Tuesday 16 June - FONs meeting 7pm (library) Dacambar 100 Clud drmwing winfurs
Monday 6 July - FONs meeting 7pm (library) '

January 100 Cub graswing winer

181 prine E Coanes ! £y
Kind Regards | 2l price [ K Arthr x|
FONS Committee

Yr 7 Football Team

The year 7 football team were victorious in their quarter final before Christmas away against Fearnhill
School.

It was a dominant first-half performance as we went into the
break with a 3-0 lead after playing some excellent football. The
team fully deserved the advantage and showed great control
and confidence throughout the opening half, including a goal of
the season contender by our player of the match, Ollie Killick.

After the restart the opposition increased the pressure and
scored with ten minutes remaining. Despite this the team
showed real determination and worked hard to prevent any
further goals. Our resilience was clear and we continued to
pose a threat on the counterattack.

The match finished 3—1 and | am extremely proud of both the
performance and the mentality shown by the entire squad.
Hopefully we can carry this strong form into the next round of
matches.

Mr V Lwanga
Teacher of PE


mailto:kymarthur@btinternet.com
mailto:jlaingseattle@gmail.com

Nobel Network - Guest Speaker Susannah Lovick-Earle

On January 12 Susannah kindly agreed to talk
about her career in Marine Biology to the year 8
students online in form time.

Susannah achieved her GCSE ‘s including:
Maths English and Science and then went of to
study ‘A’ Levels in Geography, Art, Health and
Social Care and Biology. Susannah then went
onto to Salford University to study BSc Wildlife
Conservation with Zoo Biology and achieved a
2:1 degree.

After university she went on to work in
Tynemouth Aquarium where she worked with
the wildlife including seals and here, they
rescued seals and nursed them back to strength
before releasing back into the wild.

Susannah then moved to the London Aquarium

where she worked with a variety of animals and broadened her experiences before she moved to her
present work destination Horniman Aquarium and Project Coral where she is undertaking a large
amount of work on understanding the ecosystem of Corals.

Here we would like to thank Susannah for leading a very engaging presentation to our students about
what it takes to become a marine Biologist.

Mr S Howells
Head of Character and Enrichment

Dates for your Diary

. Yr 11 & 13— School Photographs—Monday 2 February

. Yr 7 Celebration Breakfast — Thursday 5 February

. Yr 10 Consultation Evening—Wednesday 11 February (3:30-6:15pm)
. HALF TERM - 16— 20 February ID ARY
. School starts for all— Monday 23 February

. FONS Meeting—Tuesday 24 February (7pm)

. Yr 7 Consultation Evening—Wednesday 25 February (3:30-6:30pm)
. Spanish Trip to Madrid—Wednesday 25—Friday 27 February



Nobel Network - Guest Speaker Daniella Laverty

Nobel Network Speaker Daniella Laverty spoke to year 10
students online on Tuesday 27 January.

Daniella is a senior process Technologist in food
manufacturing, and she agreed to talk to our year 10
students online .

Daniella went through her journey at school explaining
that GCSE’s were important not only as qualifications but
also to teach students soft skills such as problem solving,
teamwork and communicating. She emphasised that you
should pick GCSE’s that you enjoy and pick a broad and
balanced range of different subjects. Daniella studied
A’levels at Nobel — PE, Public services, home economics
and chemistry. Daniella stated that she really enjoyed
Food Technology which stimulated her to move towards
the career she is in now.

Daniella went to look at several universities including
Sheffield Hallam and Liverpool university. She really liked
the course in Liverpool where she went to study and works to date.

In her final year of university Daniella was offered a job two days a week which really helped her
complete her university course dissertation. When she finished her degree she then went on to work
with this company Amfresh, which is a world leader in fresh food solutions.

Daniella completed a master's degree in new product development whilst working at this company and
has worked there for ten years. She described the different areas you could work for in these
companies — new product development, in the technical team making sure food is compliant with health
and safety or as a food auditor.

Currently Daniella is on maternity leave and will be starting a new role in the company as a business
improvement officer when she returns to work.

We would like to thank Daniella for talking to our year 10 students online, she was really informative
and gave lots of useful advice and tips to get into the career of your choice.

Mr Howells
Head of Character and Enrichment



The Nobel School Careers Fair 2026

The Nobel School Careers fair will be on Monday 9" March 2026.

We are looking at building on the success we had at this year’s careers fair so If you would be interested
in representing your company at next year’s event then please email :

Lynsey.chalkley@nobel.herts.sch.uk or jemma.savo@nobel.herts.sch.uk

Your help in making our Careers Fair bigger and better would be very much appreciated.

Mrs L Chalkley
Careers Admin Assistant


mailto:Lynsey.chalkley@nobel.herts.sch.uk
mailto:jemma.savo@nobel.herts.sch.uk

Developing Character

Dear Students and Parent/Carers

For the two weeks between 02/02/26 and 13/02/26 the character focus is on the Nobelian virtue of being

CONSIDERATE.

The Character Conundrum for the fortnight is below. Please can you take some time during the fortnight
to read through this with your child and discuss what the right moral choice would be.

Character Conundrum 10 — CONSIDERATE

On the way home Danny and his brother

were hungry and decided to have burger from the
local fast-food restaurant. After eating their burgers,
Danny realised that they had made a lot of

mess; there were bits of food and packaging all over
the place, and even on the floor. He looked over
and saw some other people leave the restaurant,
leaving their waste behind, and he couldn’t be
bothered to clear up after himself. The door was
right next to where they were sat. What should he
do?

Support

Again, an easy answer for students to identify that
they should take their rubbish to the bin, but how
many of them would actually do this? There are
many times where we see other people do things
we know to be wrong but then copy these actions
and think ‘they got away with it, so will

I’ Someone must clear the mess and, although
there are staff in the restaurant paid to tidy up, is it
really their job and do we have the right to add to
their workload. How would the student feel if roles
were reversed?

Questions

. Can you identify the moral dilemma in this
situation?

. What would you really do if you were in the
same situation?

. How would you feel if you were the person
tidying up all the time when people didn’t clear
up their mess?

Do you make a mess at home and, if
so, who clears up after you? Is that really
the role of a parent/carer?

Would you ever consider saying something
if you saw them leave loads of mess?



Developing Character

For the two weeks between 6/02/26 and 27/02/26 the character focus is our Nobelian virtue of being

CURIOUS.

The Character Conundrum for the fortnight is below. Please can you take some time during the fortnight
to read through this with your child and discuss what the right moral choice would be.

Character Conundrum 11 — CURIOUS

Kate had been studying World War 1 in history
and actually found it really interesting. All her
friends said it was boring, but Kate couldn’t get
enough and, when the teacher said it was the last
lesson on the topics, she was even a little
disappointed.

Kate really wanted to know more and to speak to
the teacher about where so could

research it, but was worried to do this in front of
her friends because she thought she would look
like a ‘nerd’. What should she do?

Support

Although the suggestion of speaking to the
teacher in private is likely to be one of the first
suggestions from students, they are missing the
big picture. What is wrong with enjoying
something, and finding it interesting, even if it
does not interest others. Young people often
want to fit in and worry that by being seen as
different, they then put themselves forward for
ridicule. Kate should not need to speak to the
teacher in private as she should not need to hide
her interest — even if it is different to those of her
peers.

Questions

. Can you identify the moral dilemma in this
situation?

. Do you have any interests that your friends
do not share, and do you hide them from
these friends?

. Why does it seem to matter that friendship
groups like the same things?

Do you believe that being curious about a
particular topic makes you a ‘nerd’ and is
there anything wrong with being a ‘nerd’?

Should real friends make you feel like you
need to hide aspects of your personality?

Warm regards

Mr N Brown
Assistant Headteacher



Library News

2026

sees the

start of

the new

year and

the

National Year of Reading.

The Nobel library challenge has
been launched and very well
received by students. Simply read a
rainbow colour related book then
write a review. House points are
available and on completion of 4 or
more reviews, names will be
entered into a prize draw. The
challenge will run until July so plenty
of time to get involved.

Challenge bookmarks are available
to collect from the library. If you
need any inspiration for books to
read, there will be a monthly colour
related display in the library.
Alternatively, take a look at the Book
Review table for comments on an
array of books by other students.

Ms A Hawke
Librarian

New Year
Looking for something new to read?
How about a Verse Novel?

Verse Novels are an exciting and diverse form
of literature.

They are full —length stories written in a free
verse poetry style.

Their short lines format makes them more
approachable if you are not such a keen
reader.

Perfect if you don’t particularly like dense
paragraphs.




Each week we have a Library Opening Times

Genre focus

This week 1s Family Stories Monday 8:15am to 4:15pm

Tuesday 8:15am to 4:15pm

Wednesday 8:15 to 4:15pm

Thursday 8:15am to 4:15pm
Friday 8:15am to 3:45pm

Also remember, you have

Pop into the Library for
recommendations and to look at

our display

whenever you need them

NOBEL SCHOOL PARENTS, STAFF and
COMMUNITY BOOK GROUP

The next meeting will be held in the Library,
6:30pm, on Tuesday 3rd March 2026.

The book to read is:

Read all or part of the book and discuss itin a
friendly informal group

Contact: Amanda Hawke:
01438 222600
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