From the Headteacher

Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been quite a week for us at school. On
Monday and Tuesday our governors, with the able
assistance of Herts for Learning, were conducting
interviews to find a new headteacher for this lovely
school. | remember all too well coming for my
interview almost exactly twelve years ago, it is an
extremely exacting and thorough process, and |
have every confidence that the governors have
made an excellent appointment .

Here is a message from our Chair of Governors,
Mr Matt Reah

The Governors are delighted to announce the
appointment of Ravinder Phagura as the new
Headteacher of Nobel, effective from September.

Rav was appointed following a rigorous
recruitment process led by the Governors’
recruitment panel, and supported by independent
education and recruitment experts.

During the selection process which involved staff,
pupils and Governors, Rav stood out as an
exceptional candidate. She is currently Deputy
Head at Robert Barclay Academy in Hoddesdon
and brings with her a wealth of experience, and a
deep commitment to fostering a highly ambitious
and inclusive environment where both students
and staff can thrive.

With Ms Phagura’s appointment, we look forward to
an exciting future built on the strong foundations laid
by Mr Henson’s dedicated leadership. His
commitment and vision have shaped our school and
we are immensely grateful for his contributions. Mr
Henson and Ms Phagura will be in communication
over the coming months to ensure a successful
handover.

We are confident that Ms Phagura's leadership will
build on the strengths of Nobel to take the school to
the next level. | know that she is already looking
forward to meeting with parents and students and
sharing her vision for the future.

I’'m sure you will join me in warmly welcoming Ms
Phagura to our school community.

Yours sincerely,

Matt Reah
Chair of Governors

Kind Regards
Martyn Henson



Nobel musicians at The Royal Albert Hall

On 23 March, as part of the Herts Music Centre's Gala, three
Nobel musicians: Sophie Davies (year 7), along with Skye
Davis (year 8) and Tom Day (year 11) performed at the
Royal Albert Hall in the afternoon & evening performance.

They all had an amazing time and were part of a fantastic
steel pan orchestras performance. They received a
rapturous applause and will have the memory of performing
at such an amazing venue for life. We are so proud of your
achievement and huge congratulations to you all!

Mrs Shakespeare and Mr Hardy
Teachers of Music

Current House ABC Points Totals

31 March 2025 House ABC Points

29569




Student Spotlight

Congratulations to Emily (9T NFD) and
her team Bengeo Tigers who have won
the Hertfordshire Under 15 County Cup on
Sunday 23rd March, successfully beating
a strong Borehamwood side 2-1 in the fi-
nal at The County Ground in Letchworth.
Emily was voted as player of the match for
this game.

Even more impressively, this is the team's
second success, having now completed
the double as they also became champi-
ons of the first division league. Emily con-
tinues to impress both for the school foot-
ball teams and outside of school.

Well done Emily!

Mr R Carolan
Teacher of PE



Student Spotlight for Sporting Excellence

Zara Barringer — Year 11

Zara is one of our year 11 students and has been
playing rugby since the age of 6. It was evident from
very early on, when she joined us in year 7, that she
had a natural talent for sport and we are delighted
that her love for sport has continued throughout her
journey with us, here at Nobel.

Zara has represented Nobel through playing in
numerous sports teams; Rugby, Netball and
Rounders to name a few. Zara also studies GCSE
PE where she has been applying herself relentlessly
across all theory lessons and is working hard to
achieve (or even exceed) her target grade.

Outside of Nobel, Zara plays for Welwyn RFC where

she has had another fantastic season, playing an

instrumental role in their victory as League

Champions for the 24/25 season. As well as this,

Zara has been accepted into Loughborough College, Oaklands College (which has a strong partnership
with Saracens Rugby Club through the academy) and Gloucester Hartpury Rugby Academy and College
to study Sports and Exercise Science with the proviso of a position in the DISE (Diploma in Sporting Ex-
cellence.) The Hartpury Gloucester WRFC have won the premiership two years in a row and are currently
going for a historic third trophy this season. All of these establishments provide an education pathway and
a rugby development opportunity for students, and for Zara to have been accepted into all 3 colleges, it
showcases her true dedication and talent for the game.

If this wasn’t impressive enough, Zara has also been selected to trial for the Under 18’s Players Develop-
ment Group. Only players from this group are selected to play for the England U18’s Women’s Rugby
team and the majority of players from the PDG go on to have professional playing careers within the PWR
(Premiership Women'’s Rugby).

Just last week, Zara was also at further trials for the Saracens Academy at the StoneX Stadium as in her
own words, she is “keeping her options open!”

Zara also qualified as a rugby referee in October 2024 and since qualifying, Zara has refereed a number
of youth friendlies and tournaments and has refereed her first Hertfordshire league game for the Hertford-
shire U13 league - Welwyn v Biggleswade.

Zara’s commitment, perseverance and dedication to Rugby and improving her game is nothing short of
phenomenal. She displays true Nobelian characteristics, and we are extremely proud to have Zara as part
of our school community. Whilst we will be sad to see Zara leave Nobel and wish she could remain here
with us, we are extremely excited for what lies ahead; whichever sporting college she may choose! We
will also be keeping an eye out on the TV in years to come as we know Zara will achieve great things and
get the recognition she truly deserves!

Good luck Zara, we are all behind you!

Miss N Chalkright
Teacher of PE



Spring Term Extra-Curricular within PE Overview 2025

The Physical Education Department have had another wonderful term filled with several extra-curricular
sporting successes. Across the term, there have been 61 sporting extra-curricular events and fixtures.

Some of the notable successes include, but are not limited to:

. Year 7 Girls Sports Hall athletics team second in the district, with the boys third.

. Very successful swimming gala with wonderful individual and team successes from Nobel.

. Senior Boys Basketball team for finishing runner’s up in the North Hertfordshire Basketball final.
. Year 9 Girls Football team finishing runner’s up in the North Hertfordshire tournament.

. Year 9 Basketball team who finished first in their league and have been promoted to division two for
the next academic year.

. Year 7 Basketball team who finished third in their league and have been promoted to division two
for the next academic year.

. U14 Girls reaching the quarter-final of the county cup in Nobel's return to the county cup.
. U14 Girls Futsal team becoming District champions and finishing 5th in the county.

Well done to all of the students who have represented Nobel over the past term. You have made the PE
Department proud showing true Nobelian spirit.

Every student who represents the school and PE Department at extra-curricular fixtures are awarded
with ABC points for each and every attendance.

To find details of extra-curricular clubs and fixtures, please visit the Fixtures Noticeboard in the PE
Department which features upcoming fixtures, results, players of the match and team sheets for each
sport.

Mr R Carolan
Teacher of PE



Senior Basketball
Team 24-25

U14 Girls Football Team 2024-25



U14 Girls Futsal Team (County) 2024-25

Year 7 Sports Hall
Athletics Team
2024-25



Year 9 Girls Football
Team at Marriotts
Tournament

Year 7 Basketball Team
2024-25



Yr 11 Science Intervention

We are really impressed with our Yr 11 science students in intervention. They are working really hard
to make sure they do well in the summer for their GCSEs.

The year 12 science ambassadors are doing an excellent job helping these student's Thank you for
their help.

Mrs A Pearson
Head of Science

Dates for your Diary

DiARY

Friday 4 April - Early finish for all students—school closes at 12:20pm

Easter Break: 7 April - 21 April (inclusive)
Tuesday 22 April - Term begins for students at 8:30am
Wednesday 23 April - Yr 8 Consultation Evening



Duke Of Edinburgh Award News

What a month for DofE! As a school, our numbers on the Award keep
growing which is fabulous news to receive. Within the last financial last
year, we've hit records for our highest ever enrolment level and our joint
highest ever completion rate (and that was before the influx of Year 9
students registering). What that means is that more students than ever
signed up to begin their DofE Award at Nobel and more students than ever
are completing their Award. This is only achievable because of the
leadership of Mr Dutt, Mrs Wright and Mrs Kite at Bronze and Mrs Field at
Silver and Gold levels. Thank you!

Year 9s have begun their DofE journey and we've had classrooms swelling with students every
lunchtime as students personalise their Award to ensure they are setting goals and targets that reflect
their own passions and interests. 108 Year 9 students have registered onto the Award within the last
week, and many have already organised and started their physical, skill and volunteering sections - well
done! They have also all signed up to the Award acknowledging that both expeditions are mobile phone
free and a promise that not being attached to a device for two days is achievable for everyone!

Year 10s are in the final stages of completing their DofE Bronze journey as students have completed
their physical, skill and volunteering sections and received the majority of their training for the upcoming
expeditions. Recently, students have been trained in CPR, putting someone in the recovery position,
applying bandages, how to respond in a first aid incident and how to identify and treat a whole host of
other minor injuries. Although we hope none of these skills will be needed during the expedition, they
are really important life skills to have.

Our Year 11s are at a similar stage to the Year 10 students but in achieving the more prestigious Silver
Award. Again, they have finished their physical, skill and volunteering sections and have DofE 'paused’
while they focus on their GCSEs before returning post exams to complete their Qualifying Expedition in
the Peak District. Our fingers and toes are crossed for this year's expedition to be slightly less soggy
than last year's Silver Qualifying Expedition.

Our Year 12s Gold students (who endured the wettest expedition | have ever run) are hoping for a
warmer Gold Expedition this year. Gold is a real commitment for our students and with the additional
Residential Section offers a whole new set of challenges to overcome for those who have progressed
through their Bronze and Silver Awards.

Many of our Year 13 students and new Gold Award holders have either completed their Award and are
attending a Garden Party at Buckingham Palace next month to celebrate their Gold success. We also
have one of our Gold students completing the DofE Young Leaders Award; the Year 9 parents and
students enjoyed hearing about her DofE journey last week as she had the opportunity to present to
about 200 about the benefits of the Award .

Miss L Steele
DofE Lead



Yr 11 Revision Weekend

On Friday 29 March, 11 Yr 11 students went of
to Bawdsey Manor PGL camp in Suffolk to
embark upon a weekend of English and maths
revision, and some team building exercises.
Leaving just after lunch, they arrived in Suffolk
in time for dinner and some games before an
early night in preparation for a busy weekend
ahead.

On Saturday and Sunday morning, the
students were split into 2 groups and had
focused sessions in English and maths with Mr
Dutt and Mr Farey. The students were so
focused and worked so hard to improve on
their GSCE skills in readiness for their
upcoming exams. They were absolutely
amazing!

In the afternoons, they took part in some PGL
activities such like archery, climbing and
ziplining. They had a fantastic time and were
really pushed out of their comfort zone but took
everything in their stride and built some
resilience and team work skills.

Well done, year 11!

Mrs R Kazwini
Lead Practitioner

The trip was very fun and the people there was
very nice and | faced my fears and | am very
confident about passing maths and English -
Tyler Reade

The revision weekend was amazing! It was
great for not only improving my English and
Maths skills but also for developing my
teamwork, resilience and for facing my fears.
Mr Dutt and Mr Farey taught great lessons and
were really supportive when doing the activities
and games after. - Amy Miller

It was very fun and the people were really kind.
It helped me realise | am semi good at maths
and has helped me a lot with my confidence—
Olivia Allen



International Women'’s Day

A few weeks ago, to celebrate International Women's Day a select group of sixth form students
attended an event at the Stevenage Bioscience Catalyst site.

Following a short introduction which included some statistics which showed the benefits of diversity
within a company, we heard talks from four diverse women working in different roles within bioscience.

Dr Ningfeng Fiona Li is the CEO and founder of VasoDynamics which develops drugs that reduce the
side effects of cancer treatments. She shared her philosophy for ‘Always Learning' (her own words!)
which is be smarter, agile and faster.

Dr Annelise Soulier spoke about balancing family with her career as the co-founder of Neobe
Therapeutics, a synthetic biology startup. Sha also shared the story of her biology teacher introducing
her to microscopy '"You are about to discover a new world!

Lisa Urquhart reminded us that 'you can't be what you can't see' and how she has pivoted her career
from careers advisor into freelance journalism on bioscience.

Dr Abigail Martin shared her story of going from an 'average grade' student who didn't like following
the rules to co-founder of ImmuONE, a company which makes human lungs in the laboratory.

A common thread between these speakers was that for many, their career choices were triggered by a
negative event to a family member. All of the speakers emphasised the importance of networking,
which means building relationships with the people you work with. Following a short Q&A we had a
workshop session from Kathryn Simpson on disrupting bias and being aware of privileges.

We were then treated to a delicious lunch and our students chatted to the some of the speakers in the
queue.

Ms A Redmond
Head of Chemistry



Nobel Network Guest Speaker - James Sawyer

Former Nobelian James Sawyer came into Nobel to
talk to our year 11 students about his career since
leaving school.

James started off in the working world as a trainee
RAF pilot and became fully qualified. However his
circumstances changed and he decided to
undertake further study at University College
London firstly with a Bsc in Geography and then
later on a MSc in Emergency planning and Disaster
Management.

Beginning with volunteering in Uganda and Kenya
on conservation projects it has led to many years of
conservation fieldwork in Africa, Asia and Latin
America.

James’ first senior role was as Executive Director of
Operations at CCC Ltd, managing marine and
terrestrial surveys and the implementation of
protection areas. From there he moved to WSPA
as Global Programme Director for Disaster
Management working on the intersection of animal
and human need in emergencies. After nine years
he moved to become Director of Programmes at
CDP, working on environmental disclosure and
overseeing global programmes. James then moved
on to become Executive Director of IFAW UK
overseeing a significant income portfolio as well as
leading the organisation’s approach to new models
of conservation financing.

He has over 25 years of experience in the non-
profit ~ sector focused in  conservation,
environment, animal welfare and emergencies.
He has operated in more than 40 countries,
delivering policy change at national and
international levels as well as significant service
delivery to beneficiaries and changes to protected
area status

James has an MSc in Emergency Planning and
Disaster Management and is the co-author of
‘Animal Welfare and Management in Natural
Disasters’. He is also an explorer, credited with
first explorations in the Philippines and
Madagascar, returning new species candidates
and obtaining the first photos in the wild for
several species. He is a fellow of the Royal
Geographical Society and a Chartered
Geographer and a trustee of BARTA. He
continues to provide consultancy in the
intersection of natural assets and financial
services and within the animal sector. ,

His Current role is at Oxford HR, which is a global
leadership consultancy, which he joined 2023 as
principal consultant. In 2024 James led on
searches for senior roles at Fauna and Flora,
Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust, The Elders,
Global Canopy, Bonsucro, UN IFAD, Water
Witness and We Forest.

At the end of James presentation, some excellent
questions were asked and several students were
interested in his first role as an RAF pilot. Here
James emphasised that students need to show
resilience and never accept that you cannot do
something.

Thank you to James for coming into Nobel to give
his time to talk to the students, his presentation
was inspiring and it was interesting to meet a real
life explorer! .

Mr S Howells
Head of Character and Enrichment



Hertfordshire High Sheriff Community Project Awards 2025

On Thursday 27" March Mr Moore
was awarded the Hertfordshire High
Sheriffs Community Project Award.
The ceremony took place at the
University of Hertfordshire and Mr
Moore received the award due to the
North Hertfordshire Schools Golf
project which he assembled in 2023.

Students from across the district have
been given the chance to play golf in
Physical Education lessons and also
at local golf clubs. Membership costs
were cut for children that wanted to
take part in group golf lessons.

Mr Moore was delighted to receive the
award and is looking forward to the
new golf season so that all can get out
and enjoy the open space and
sunshine!

Techognition 2025

#TECHOGNITION is a national celebration of technical support staff, recognising the importance of
their essential roles in school and college education. Technicians are highly skilled, very experienced
and essential members of school and college staff whose value is often not fully appreciated. Together
we can raise the profile of this essential role.

We are so grateful to our Science technicians, Mrs Bennison, Miss Birchenall and Mr Fry, who support
students’ learning by preparing practical experiments and demonstrations.

Mr J Murphy
Head of Physics



Year 9 Mock Trials team compete at Highbury Corner
Magistrates Court

On Saturday 22 March, the amazing year 9 Mock Trials team competed in the local heat.

For the last 15 years, this competition has taken place at Stevenage Magistrates Court, but due to a
change in staffing at court, the competition this year was held in Highbury.

Students took on roles such as: Lawyers, witnesses, magistrates, a court usher and legal advisor, in
order to prepare a case.

The case this year focused on 'being in possession of an offensive weapon in a public place without
reasonable excuse'; a topic that is widely discussed in the media and society, particularly over recent
weeks with the popularity of the programme 'Adolescence’.

Students have worked relentlessly since October, giving up their lunchtimes and personal time to prepare
for the competition.

They all gained a sound knowledge of how the British Justice system works and what goes on inside a
court room.

The Nobel team were absolutely brilliant, winning both rounds of our competition; securing a 'guilty’
verdict with our prosecution and a 'not guilty' verdict with our defence.

On the day, the winners were last years' National Winners, Enfield County School for Girls.

However, the Nobel team excelled in their roles and were heaped with praise from the competition
judges, who were real Magistrates and Crown Court Judges.

| am incredibly proud of the team and commend them for their efforts. A huge congratulations to:

Oscar Wickham

Jacob Anifowoshe

Isla Barnes

Brianna Dwamena

Teni Ereola

lanis Fraitor

Nancy Goodchild

Matthew Jackson

Charlie Jones

Leanne Lim Sam

Charlie Lizdek-Rember

Candalyn Onwuegbuzie

Ronnie Reed

Charlotte Spooner

Salman Urrehman

Edward Visinar Miss L Gant
English Teacher



Partial solar eclipse visible in Stevenage

Kind Regards

Mr J Murphy
Head of Physics

On Saturday morning 29 March, we were treated to a partial solar
eclipse.

Using a piece of paper pierced with a pin, we were able to project
an image of the sun on a second piece of paper. You can see the
bright disc of the sun partially blocked by the Moon.

'‘Beautiful experience': Enthusiasts watch partial solar
eclipse as Moon covers the Sun - BBC News

Date for your diary! 1 June 2030 — Annular Solar Eclipse —
Hertfordshire

Annular Solar Eclipse on 1 June 2030



https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/live/c1jp6yw366kt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/live/c1jp6yw366kt
https://www.timeanddate.com/eclipse/solar/2030-june-1

Library News

New Book Suggestion Box

If there is a book that you are looking for and
we don’t hold it in the library, please fill out a
slip and leave in the Suggestion Box.

Alternatively, if there is a book that you have
read and you would like to see it available in
the library, simply complete the slip.

The following books have been requested by
students and have now been added to our
catalogue for you to borrow; -

. Keeper of the Lost Cities by Shannon
Messenger

. The Lost Girl King by Catherine Doyle

. Letters from the Lighthouse by Emma
Carroll

. Skrimsli by Nicola Davies

. Double Threat by Neill Cameron

Earth Day

We are highlighting Earth Day throughout April in
the library, with a selection of books on display
around this topic.

The range of books can educate us about this
global issue and offer us some ideas and
suggestions on things we can do to make a
difference to our environment.

Please click on the
link below to access a
small selection of
books we have
available on this topic
in our library

https://
uk.accessit.online/

thn03/?
serviceld=ExternalEve
nt&rlSn=69&riIKey=59
7689314



https://uk.accessit.online/thn03/?serviceId=ExternalEvent&rlSn=69&rlKey=597689314
https://uk.accessit.online/thn03/?serviceId=ExternalEvent&rlSn=69&rlKey=597689314
https://uk.accessit.online/thn03/?serviceId=ExternalEvent&rlSn=69&rlKey=597689314
https://uk.accessit.online/thn03/?serviceId=ExternalEvent&rlSn=69&rlKey=597689314
https://uk.accessit.online/thn03/?serviceId=ExternalEvent&rlSn=69&rlKey=597689314
https://uk.accessit.online/thn03/?serviceId=ExternalEvent&rlSn=69&rlKey=597689314

Library News

Stress Awareness Month

Another important Awareness Month we are
highlighting in the library in April is ‘Stress
Awareness Month’.

In addition to the range of books on display focusing
on this issue, we also have information for you
signposting our Student Support Team. Their flyer
has lots of key information such as the role the team
has in the school, key members of staff and more.

As well as mindfulness colouring sheets
which are available to do in the library or
to take away, we also have an activity
aimed at encouraging us to think about
coping strategies we could use if we find
ourselves in a stressful situation.

Ms A Hawke
Librarian



Ea(;h Week we have a Library Opening Times
Genre focus

Monday 8:15am to 4:15pm
This week 1s Humour

Tuesday 8:15am to 4:15pm

Wednesday 8:15 to 4:15pm

Thursday 8:15am to 4:15pm
Friday 8:15am to 3:45pm

Also remember, you have

Pop nto the Library for
recommendations and to whenever you need them
look at our display

NOBEL SCHOOL PARENTS, STAFF and
COMMUNITY BOOK GROUP

The next meeting will be held in the Library,
6:30pm, on Tuesday 29th April 2025

The book to read is:

Read all or part of the book and discuss itin a
friendly informal group

Contact: Amanda Hawke:
01438 222600




Developing Character
For the next two weeks of school, character focus is on the Nobelian virtue of being

The Character Conundrum for 24/03/25 - 04/04/25 is below. Please can you take some time during the
fortnight to read through this with your child and discuss what the right moral choice would be.

Character Conundrum 13 — RESILIENT

Ben has not been doing well in science. In fact,
he has failed all his tests so far this year. If he is
honest with himself, he hasn’t exactly been
busting a gut to work hard and revise but then he
does find the subject difficult. His maths has
always been excellent and during careers week
he spots the perfect job for him — mechanical
engineering. He knows that his maths grade is
more than enough but to his horror, he realises
that you need a grade 5 in science, and he is way
off. What should he do?

Support

Ben has too real choices here; give up on the
idea of being a mechanical engineer or push
himself to raise his science grades. Obviously,
the latter takes much more hard work and
character but also resilience and
perseverance. How hard are students prepared
to strive for their goals, or do they just give up at
the first hurdle. Ben obviously needs to be
realistic but, if he is capable of a grade 5 he now
needs to go out and get it; whether that be
through extra revision sessions, spending more
time on it at home or seeing whether someone
could tutor him.

Questions

. Can you identify the moral dilemma in this
situation?

. Have you ever had a goal that you thought
might be unobtainable?

. Have you ever given up and taken the easy
option if it looks like things are going to get
hard?

Should Ben consider whether he should
take responsibility for the previous test
results — did he work hard enough? Could
he have done better?

Have you ever failed at something but
blamed someone else for the failure?

Warm regards

Mr N Brown
Assistant Headteacher






























Hertfordshire's Children and Young People's Mental Health
Conference

Dear Parents & Carers ,

On Wednesday 23" April
2025, from 9am to 1pm
Hertfordshire’s Children and
Young People’s Mental
Health Services system are
hosting a free, morning con-
ference and invite mental
health, social care, health
and education professionals
to explore themes and topics
which support ‘curating resili-
ence’ This event is being
held at the Weston Audito-
rium, University of Hert-
fordshire.

Resilience and the ability to
adapt to change both daily,
and over time affects every-
one; our children, families,
the workforce and our mental
health system as a whole.
Throughout the morning,
hear from a range of experi-
enced speakers on their ap-
proaches to teaching, sup-
porting and learning from
others, while acknowledging
that we are already, highly
resilient — we just don’t always realise.

At the interval, enjoy refreshments while networking and sharing with other system professionals in the foy-
er, before returning to your seat for part two!

You can book your seat by clicking on the image, or using the link below. Please limit your bookings to
two per service.

Book my seat

In the days after the opening event, a range of virtual sessions will be available for professionals to dial into,
and take a more in depth look at some of the most prominent issues. These bitesize webinars will showcase
case studies, good practice and practical application of services and approaches that support children’s
mental health.

*The conference is free to attend however parking is chargeable at £2 per person. Further information will be
shared in the joining instructions.

Please direct all queries to schoolsmh@hertfordshire.gov.uk.



https://events.hertfordshire.gov.uk/events/hertfordshire-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-system-conference
mailto:schoolsmh@hertfordshire.gov.uk







