From the Headteacher

Dear Parents and Carers

Our school community continues to mourn the loss
of a wonderful colleague Mrs Rebecca Llewelyn.

She had struggled with iliness for nearly a decade
and did so with consummate grace and
professionalism. Rebecca was a fantastic teacher;
she was caring while keeping high standards and
was loved by children and adults alike. | remember
being staggered that when this disease first stuck
and Rebecca was undergoing treatment, that she
continued to attend school still keen not to ‘let her
classes down’ She has been stoical through all of
this, we all admire her bravery and tenacity.

While we all grieve her loss, we most think of her
family first and foremost. They are devastated that
someone so lovely should be taken by this cruel
disease. We must also consider those staff who
were closest to her at school. Colleagues in
performance and physical education have been hit
especially hard, but as you will be aware teaching
is very much a team effort and when you have
worked with someone for years, losing them under
these circumstances is very hard.

In my long career there been others who have died
‘in-service’; indeed, we lost Mr David Bright during my
time at the school as well.

It is hard for the school community, but the institution
is bigger than all of us and will recover. | wanted to
tell you about our dear colleague and what she meant
to us all.

Her funeral will take place on Thursday 27" March
and we will be closing the school at 12.20pm to allow
colleagues to attend.

Thank you for your understanding.

Sincerely at this difficult time,

Kind regards

Martyn Henson



Year 8 maklng waves in Science! Coloured filters are often used in stage

productions to change the colour of the set

VBRI et lofsie SI0eing e ik Rt or the performers' costumes because colours

In this lesson they split white light into its component appear different to us depending on the
colours using a triangular prism. This is similar to what colour of the light shining on them. The
happens when there is a rainbow. students all showed great curiosity, finding

out what happened and applying it to their
own observations and they were empathetic
when sharing equipment and working as part

of a team.
They also used coloured filters to produce the 3 primary
colours of light (red, blue and green) and then
recombined them to make the secondary colours of
light (cyan, magenta and yellow). They then combined
all 3 primary colours to make white light again.
Ms A Redmond
Head of Chemistry
Current House ABC Points Totals
3 March 2025 House ABC Points
1st Curie 26,253
3rd Teresa 24,383
4th Eliot 22,164




UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge

The results are in! Year 9:

. . Edward Visinar (Silver, Best in Year)
Congrats to the following students for eamning p,0 Ramirez Rioja (Silver)
gold, silver, and bronze awards for the UKMT  g.so Hubbard (Bronze)

Intermediate Maths Challenge. Salman Urrehman (Bronze)

Lenny Hadley (Bronze)
Saeed Zuraara (Bronze)
Mohamed Askarali (Bronze)

A special shout out to Edward Visinar (Year 9) for
scoring the highest in the school for the Year
9 category, and Foram Patel (Year 10) for p1otthew Jackson (Bronze)
earning a Gold certificate, scoring the highest in - \1o1 Kazaura (Bronze)
the school overall, and being invited to compete Stanley Griffiths (Bronze)
in the Pink Kangaroo follow-on round! Krystiyan Ivanov (Bronze)
Congratulations to all who participated in the
UKMT Challenge. Miss C Wright
J Teacher of Maths

Bronze, Silver, and Gold results below:

Year 10:

Foram Patel (Gold, Best in School)
Oskaras Jakubonis (Gold)
Atiqur Rahman (Gold)

Aruba Ismail (Gold)

Alexander Chapman (Silver)
Lucas Brace (Silver)

Benjamin Dang (Silver)

Lena Stuchlik (Silver)

Lauren Taylor (Silver)
Sebastian Aniculaesei (Bronze)
Callum Brace (Bronze)

Jack Paine (Bronze)
Emmanuel Dwamena (Bronze)
Omodesire Dada (Bronze)
Leah Wilderspin (Bronze)
Alexander Brockhurst (Bronze)
Evan Ebbs (Bronze)

Joshua Adkins (Bronze)
Phoebe Kiss (Bronze)



School Games Girls Futsal Competition 2025

Thursday 13" February saw the annual School
Games Girls Futsal Competition which took place
at Barnwell School, led by the Stevenage
Sporting Futures Team. This is an annual event
which we love to enter as students love
competing.

Nobel entered teams for every age group with 21
students competing from Years 7, 8, 9, 10 and
11. Students faced competition from the local
Stevenage schools including Thomas Alleyne
and John Henry Newman.

A highly competitive event led to fantastic
Nobelian results, as follows:

e  U12 Girls Team 3" place
e U14 Girls Team 1% place and district

champions
e  U16 Girls Team 3" place

U12 Girls Futsal Team 2024-25

Out of School Sporting Achievements

This meant that all Nobelians received a medal.
The U14 team in particular had a triumphant
afternoon and will now represent Stevenage at
the county competition which will take place in
April at Queenswood School.

Well done to the following students:

U12: vy S, Evie-May |, Layla C, Amber S, Lily C,
Rebecca J

U14: Elana D, Sophie D, Emily G, Lucie P, Evie
D, Lily J, Erin K, Sophie T

U16: Zara B, Jessica T, Sydney T, Elise K, Ruby
S, Abi I, Amelie M

You showed true Nobelian qualities throughout
and did yourselves and the PE Department
proud.

Mr Regan Carolan
Teacher of PE

U14 Girls Futsal Team 2024-25

The PE Department are keen to celebrate students who compete in a range of different sports
outside of school. If your child achieves any out of school sporting successes, please do not
hesitate to contact Mr Carolan with a small report, which includes a photograph, which can be
featured in the school newsletter: Regan.Carolan@nobel.herts.sch.uk

Mr Regan Carolan
Teacher of PE


mailto:Regan.Carolan@nobel.herts.sch.uk

PE Club Spotlight: Year 7 and 8 Netball Club

Day: Monday

Time: Afterschool, 3:05-4:05pm
Year groups: All year groups
Location: MUGA

Club leads: Mrs Camp

Since September, Netball Club has been led on the MUGA (or the Sports Hall in the event of poor
weather) to prepare the Nobel netball teams for fixtures and tournaments against the local schools within
North Hertfordshire.

Netball is a ball sport played on a rectangular court by two teams of seven players. The primary objective
is to shoot a ball through the defender's goal ring while preventing the opposing team from shooting

through their own.

Even if you haven’t played Netball before, you will be able to learn new skills and find a love for a new

sport.
Here are some of the student voice comments from those who attended the club:
“l have loved trying a new sport!”

“My friends and | attend this club together and love the social side of the sport. There are lots of

opportunities to work hard, play and chat.”

“l like pushing myself to get better and better in order to get into the team.”

To sign up for a PE club, please visit the Arbor Parent Portal or email Regan.Carolan@nobel.herts.sch.uk.

If you have any further questions, please speak to the PE Department.


mailto:Regan.Carolan@nobel.herts.sch.uk

Senior Basketball Final 2025

Following a great season, the Senior Basketball
team met Hitchin Boys' School in the final of the
District League on Monday 24 February. With the
final being played at the neutral venue of Highfield
School
referees being brought in to officiate, the game

and with three England Basketball
was a step up from any of the previous games of
the season.

Nobel started strong, looking to avenge the loss to
Hitchin Boys' from earlier in the season. Since the
last meeting, Mr Ferguson and the squad have
been training before, during and after school in a
bid to improve, with specific focus on the team
defence. Quarter one finished 14 all after a superb
performance from the starting five. Within the
second quarter, Nobel pulled into a commanding
lead of 6 points, before ending quarter two with a
lead of three points. It was at half time that Hitchin
Boys' changed their tactics and speed of offense.

With a depleted squad due to a school trip, and with
an increase in offensive pressure, the strain was felt
by the boys in the squad. By the end of quarter three,
Nobel had dropped to a four point disadvantage. The
cracks in fitness from the third quarter became
apparent in the final quarter, with Hitchin Boys' being
the outright winner 61-47

Although not the result everyone wanted, it was still a
superb team performance. Up to the end of the third
quarter it was either teams game. With 26 more
points scored by Nobel compared to the previous
game versus Hitchin Boys' and with a much
improved defence up until the end of the third
quarter, there are so many positives to take
away. Congratulations to all the boys in the Senior
squad who have finished the season as second in
the Senior Basketball District League. Most Valuable

Player (MVP) being L. Nehame .
Mr Jack Ferguson

Teacher of PE



Excellent leadership skills on show at the primary rapid fire

cricket competitions

Following their training at the Year 7 and 8 Girls
Cricket leadership day, some of the Nobel cricket
leaders had their first opportunity to use their new
skills at the Stevenage Sporting Futures Team'’s
primary rapid fire cricket competitions. On Thursday
27 February, the students ran the competition to Year
3 and 4 children from across 14 different schools.

Students conducted several roles including: scorer,
gate watcher, fielder watcher and beyond, it was
brilliant to see each and every role conducted with
accuracy and dedication.

The following wonderful comments were

received from Stevenage Sporting Futures

Team and school staff in attendance:

The Nobel leaders have been fantastic!

The leaders have been lovely with our
children and helped them to understand
the game better - thank you!

It is amazing to have a competition with
efficient leaders managing to get all the
decisions correct in a quick game!

The Nobel leaders were a credit to the school

and an integral part of the running of the

competition. We look forward to seeing more

of our students in action at the county

competition next month.

Well done to the following students who
have successfully completed the train-
ing day:

Year 7: Penny, Layla C, Rebecca J

Year 8: Lucy, Chloe, Janeisha, Layla
H, Lacey, Scarlett, Emily, Amelie,
Sofia, Jasmine, Eliza

Mr Regan Carolan
Teacher of PE



School Running Club

Students are invited to join the Nobel School
running club. The club meet every Friday at
3.15pm in Reflection and go for an
invigorating run around Fairlands Park!

Mrs Pearson
Running Club Organiser

Student Spotlight

One of our year 9 students Summer Gore
played an amazing role as lago in Aladdin jr
that Hitchin Young Thespians put on over
half term break.

Summer was thrilled to be playing a main
part and many friends and family said that
was the perfect character for Summer.
Congratulations and big well done to
Summer!

Mrs A Shakespeare
Teacher of Drama



Andorra Ski Trip

On the Saturday of half term, we loaded our bags onto the coaches ready to leave for the 20-hour
Journey to Andorra for the ski trip. It was a very long journey, but it was worth the wait. When we
got there, we checked into the hotel, then we got all our ski equipment measured to fit our bodies.
In the morning, we headed to go skiing for 5 hours which we did for 4 days straight. We started
out on the small slopes and worked our way up to the top of the mountains. In the evenings we
did shopping, bowling and visited a local town. Finally we went back home to Nobel. Overall, the
SKi trip was very fun and enjoyable. Matthew Jackson, year 9



CERN Geneva Visit

On Monday 24 February Amy Pearson, Lindsey Bryant, James
Stepien and Nick Thomas flew to Geneva with 40 students
made up from our A level physicists and Triple Scientists.

We arrived in Geneva at midday and explored the historic
waterfront with the Jet D'eau and flower clock. We then
explored St Pierre's Cathedral and the old quarter before
heading to our hostel for the evening. Tuesday was an early
start to get to CERN for the day. Students took part in a
workshop making cloud chambers. These function to track the
particles from radiation, allowing students to see electrons,
muons and alpha particles trails in real time. This was linked to
how the Large Hadron Collider detects subatomic particles.
Students then had an opportunity to explore the exhibition at
CERN, eat with scientists working at CERN in the restaurant
and then a tour of the LHC and the superconductor magnets
that help direct the particle beam. The evening was spent at La
Perla a lovely pizzeria in central Geneva. Our last day was
spent in central Geneva seeing the United Nations and touring
the Red Cross museum and how they support 194 countries
with humanitarian efforts. Finally, a visit to the Botanic gardens
and a walk along the lake front before heading home.

We were really impressed by the students and the level of
questions they asked. They got a lot out of the trip in terms of
knowledge and skills and built character too. It was nice to see
the year 11 students mixing with the year 13 students.

Mrs A Pearson
Head of Science






‘A’ Level English Visit to Paris

On the 5 February 2025, at the early hour of 3am,
the Year 12 and 13 English students gathered to
begin our visit to Paris. At 4am we set off in high
spirits, we would have to maintain this as we had a
6-hour coach journey ahead of us. After a few hours'
sleep, we arrived at Dover Ferry Port and had a
chance to see the sun rise.

As we came closer and closer to France,
excitement and anticipation started to build within us
all. However, before we could live out our Paris
dreams, we had a 3-hour coach ride to get there.
On the way there we were given information about
famous writers who lived in Paris post-World War Il
and how their surroundings impacted some of their
most notable work. We arrived in Paris and could
hardly wait to see some of the most famous
architectural buildings.

First stop...The Sacre Coeur. This church is lo-
cated at the highest point in Paris and is still
actively used today. ‘Sacre Coeur’ translates to
‘Sacred Heart’ proving its importance and
significance to the people of Paris. Its interior is
lined with many stained-glass windows
depicting passages from the Bible. They looked
amazing. But in order to see these we had to
climb up the famous 222 steps.
worth it.

We then travelled to the Pompidou Centre

Tiring but

where we saw its very unusual architecture.
The architects, Renzo Piano and Richard

Rogers, wanted to display all the buildings
pipework and stairs outside. This was to allow
more gallery space inside, but it also makes for

a very interesting exterior.



‘A’ Level English Trip to Paris

In the evening, we were ftreated to a meal at a
French restaurant which was delicious! We reached
our accommodation bringing an end to an exciting
first day.

The buffet breakfast in the morning accompanied by
the Parisian skyline was a beautiful way to start the
day. First stop of the day was the literary Left Bank
and the world famous ‘Shakespeare and Company’
Bookshop. This area is where some of the greatest
writers of all time wrote some of their best work. The
likes of Hemingway, Fitzgerald and Eliot all wrote
manuscripts near the bookshop. When | stepped in, |
realised how much | had underestimated the size of
the place. It was a treasure trove of book gems and
had everything from fiction to biographies, science
fiction to romance. The diversity was incredible.
Following this we spent a couple of hours at ‘The
Louvre’. The art gallery has 35,000 paintings on
display, which is only 1% of the entire collection.
Obviously the most recognisable of all is Leonardo
DaVinci's ‘Mona Lisa’. My favourite part was seeing
the old palace apartment, gilded with golden walls
and red drapes.

We then went to another restaurant for dinner before
hopping on a boat for a trip along the Seine.
Although it was cold we were able to see many iconic
Structures such as the Eiffel Tower and Notre Dame.
This brought a conclusion to Day 2.

On our 39 and final day, we went to the Arc de
Triomphe and Champs Elysees. Here we could go
up the Arc de Triomphe and see Paris from a new
height and shop for any gift or souvenirs we wanted.
Finally, we had to say Au revoir to Paris and return
after a wonderful trip.

Jessica Thomas: Year 12, A Level Literature
student



World Book Day—Thursday 6 March 2025

The theme this year is ‘Read Your Way.’

‘Read Your Way encourages everyone to let go of reading pressures
and expectations, and empowers children and young people to have
fun discovering reading on their own terms” — World Book Day

Take a look at our World Book Day display in the library with lots of opportunities for you to share your
thoughts and ideas on reading.
We invite you to share your tips for enjoying reading, your favourite places to read and to share the

things you have enjoyed reading this year.

Having difficulties finding time to read — we have some useful tips:

Help yourself to a Reading Doodles Activity Sheet. Doodle all the things that make
reading fun for you. Think about what you're reading, how you’re reading it, where
you are, what you're eating, what you’re listening to.

Don’t forget to use your World Book Day token — they are valid until 23" March 2025.
Speak to your form tutor if you haven’t received yours or pop into the library if you
are in Year 11 and above and speak to the librarian.

World Book Day - Nobel Book Hunt

We hope you enjoyed the World Book Day Book Hunt, looking for posters of book covers displayed
around the school, with the title and author removed. Pop into the library for a list of the book titles and
authors to see how many you managed to guess correctly.



Ea(;h Week we have a Library Opening Times

Genre focus Monday 8:15am to 4:15pm
This week 1s Tuesday 8:15am to 4:15pm

Wednesday 8:15 to 4:15pm
Thursday 8:15am to 4:15pm
Friday 8:15am to 3:45pm

Also remember, you have

Pop mto the Library for
recommendations and to
look at our display

whenever you need them

NOBEL SCHOOL PARENTS, STAFF and
COMMUNITY BOOK GROUP

The next meeting will be held in the Library,
6:30pm, on Tuesday 11 March 2025

The book to read is:

Read all or part of the book and discuss itin a
friendly informal group

Contact: Amanda Hawke:
01438 222600




Library News

Hertfordshire Library Service was 100 on 28 February this
year and is celebrating with lots of events for adults, children
and young people alike over the coming months.

Visit their website or your local library to find out more.

Friends of Nobel School (FONS) News

. Save the date for the return of our Quizine night on Friday 9 May. Our food theme is Italian.
More details to follow soon.

. Watch out for our Autumn Year 7/8 disco.

. The 100 club is open to all to join for a for a small amount of money. A draw takes place at the
end of each month with a cash prize to be won. Email FONS for more information and how to
join.

. Look out for our next meeting as we are always looking for some new people to join us.

Email kymarthur@btinternet.com for more details.

February 100 Club Winners

1st prize Jlles 27 £19
2nd prize R Butress 16 £13

Dates for your Diary

Monday 10 March: Whole School Careers Fair
Wednesday 12 March: Year 12 Parents’ Consultation Evening, 3:30 - 6:30pm |piArzy
Wednesday 2 April: Year 9 Parents;’ Consultation Evening, 3:30—6:30pm

Easter Break: 7th April - 21st April (inclusive)


https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/libraries-and-archives/news-and-campaigns/hertfordshire-libraries-is-100.aspx
mailto:kymarthur@btinternet.com

Developing Character

For the next two weeks of school, character focus is on the Nobelian virtue of being

The Character Conundrum for 10/03/25 - 21/03/25 is below. Please can you take some time during the
fortnight to read through this with your child and discuss what the right moral choice would be.

Character Conundrum 12— RELIABLE

Peter has a teacher at school who religiously sets
homework each week but then gives the students
extra time if they do not complete it by the due
date. The students in the class know this and
often half the class or more haven’t done the
piece of work, giving all manner of crazy and
implausible reasons for the lateness. One week
Peter hasn’t done the homework citing that his
dog ate it and is given till the next day. This day
comes and again he fobs off the teacher with an
excuse. After that, she stops asking. What

should he do?

Support

One key point here is really about what is the
point of homework, is it valuable to the students’
learning and does it really matter if it is completed
or not? Homework is wused to check
understanding and see how the students can do
when the support of the teacher or peers is
removed. Most students reading this conundrum
would consider that, if there is no likely outcome,
then what is point? But it is in fact that they are
missing the point themselves; homework
supports their learning in school and can highlight
gaps in their understanding. Ultimately though, if
you are asked to do something, a student with
good character can be relied upon to complete

the task.

Questions

Can you identify the moral dilemma in this
situation?
Is the teacher’s kindness really a weakness?
Do you respect teachers who are firmer with
their expectations?
Does there need to be a sanction to convince
you to complete homework?
Can the school reasonably expect students to
understand the benefits of homework, and
should students be reliable enough to complete
it?
Mr N Brown
Assistant Headteacher




PROGRAMME PLAN ¢}

Beginnings
WEEK 1 Introductions and getting to know each other and
— the facilitators - breaking down the barriers,
taboos and setting the boundaries
Understanding Trauma
WEEK 2 How what happened to your child impacts their
— thoughts, feelings and behaviours
Understanding Trauma
WEEK 3 Supporting your child - sharing ideas, learning new
—_ ideas and understanding
Understanding Trauma
WEEK 4 The impact of what happened on you, siblings and
— family relationships
Looking after yourself
WEEK S Exploring your own support system and resources
and discussion about why this is ke
- v y
Endings
WEEK 6 Reflaction on the programme, and thinking about
— next steps
Peer Support
NEXT STEPS 2 peer support groups per month:
— 2nd Wednesday of the month - in person (Welwyn)
4th Friday of the month - online







