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19 January 2024 
Edition 12.07 

 

From the Headteacher 

Dear parents and carers 

 

Due to the recent water pipe issues and the 
school closure, this week’s newsletter is 
slightly later than scheduled. 

 

Last week we received our annual Inspection 
Data Summary Report (IDSR). This is 
prepared by the Government and is used by 
Ofsted as a starting point for inspections. Our 
IDSR for last academic year was the best the 
school has ever received. It has been very 
uplifting to share this impressive document 
with staff and governors.  Here are some of 
the highlights:  

 

¨ Our GCSE results were in the top 20% of 
schools in England and Wales (value-
added)  

¨ Humanities (history and geography) and 
Languages are in the top 10% of schools  

¨ The document shows great consistency 
across all subjects  

¨ A level results were in the top 25% of 
schools in England and Wales  

¨ All these results are recorded as 
significantly above the national average  

 

There are areas that need to improve. 

Although our attendance is well above 

average nationally, it is not nearly as good as 

it was before the pandemic.  

Typically, our attendance pre-Covid was 
above 95%, since Covid it has never been 
above 93%. This is where we need the 
support of parents in getting all our 
Nobelians into school every day. We 
encourage all our staff and students to get 
into school if they can, sniffles and 
coughs notwithstanding. We also need 
your support in making sure that all our 
young people arrive at school, on time 
and ready to learn.  

 

And finally, as you may already have 
heard, one of our ex-students, Oliver 
Gatfield, died on Saturday evening, 13 
January. Ollie was only 19 and had so 
much to look forward to. He was a 
genuinely lovely young man, who always 
made time for others. He was intelligent, 
funny and he brought a smile to the faces 
of everyone he spoke to. He was a 
popular member of our school community, 
well-liked by all. We know he will be 
missed by many.  

 

Kind regards 

Martyn Henson 
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Knitting Club 
The knitting club ended 2023 with a small, but perfectly 
formed collection of delightful knitted snowmen (pictured 
here), that were quickly sold, and raised £16 for The 
Salvation Army.  
 

As we start a new year, their next project will be to knit Easter 
chicks to raise money for the Garden House Hospice. 
 

Anyone interested in having a go, should come along to room 
203 on Tuesday lunchtimes, between 1.30 - 1.55pm 

 
 
 

 

 

The Christmas Service was a great success with a very 
special guest starring as baby Jesus for the Y8 show. 
The musical performances were fantastic and our actors 
were brilliant. We were so impressed with their hard work 
and resilience. 

Well done to the following students: 

7C DAN: Eliza Zeelie, Rebekah Samu, Yi-Xin Liu and 
Letisha Laker 

7C RCN: Emily Hone, Amelie Mackenzie, Daisy-Mae 
Smith and Anna Blanchard 

7T PPI: Fern Gilham 

7T CHL: Arron Thomas, Inaaya Rahman 

7M JTL: Levi Sarangeta and Kailey Saunders 

8E BPX: Summer Gore 

8M JDT: Suzannah Tonge 

8T KWY: Pippa Leader 

10E TBT: Amy Miller  

10T MGT: Hannah Creighton 

10C RGY: Amber Fraser 

Christmas Service 

Mrs Emma Evans 
Mrs Nicola Waites 

Miss Katherine Whitby 
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Nobel Network Speaker - Dr Kat Bailey 

 

On Tuesday 16 January, former student and Nobel 
Network member (Class of 2003), Dr Kat Bailey, 
gave an inspirational presentation to our Year 12 
students about her career since leaving Nobel.   
 

Kat has a PhD in Psychology and has lectured at 
the University of Nottingham alongside her many 
fitness businesses.  Whilst at university, Kat 
discovered pole fitness and aerial sports like 
trapeze and hoop.  She has represented Team GB 
at the highest levels and won numerous medals 
including world titles. 
 

From her hobby, Kat developed various business 
ventures and introduced ‘Bungeefit’ to the UK.  
Kat’s work has been recognised with several 
business awards and she now employs a large 
team delivering aerial sports in the Midlands and 
beyond.  
 

Kat demonstrated some aspects of her sports, and 
students (and staff) were able to have a go. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Kat explained about her time at school, her 
challenges and her diagnosis, at 37 years old, of 
ADHD (attention deficit hyperactivity disorder).  Kat 
explained how her diagnosis has helped her to 
better understand her approach to everything, and 
her own motivations. 
 

Always wanting to push herself and achieve her 
childhood dreams, Kat recently was successful in 
the very competitive selection process to become a 
Firefighter in the East Midland Fire Service.  Mr 
Howells kindly helped demonstrate some of Kat’s 
uniform too! 

 

At the end of the Presentation Kat left the 
students with the clear message that:  

 

¨ It is OK to not know what you want to do 
yet; 

¨ Being different/being you is fine and adds 
diversity to the community; 

¨ Changing your mind or direction is 
healthy; 

¨ Failing is part of the learning process. 
 
 
The presentation was very well received by 
students who engaged with this motivational 
speaker. 
 
 

Mr Barry Burningham 
Nobel Network Co-ordinator 



Edition 12.07 4 

2 February 2018 
Edition 5.9 

 

 

 
 

Year 11 and 13 Physicists visit CERN 
 
 
 

 

Last week year 11 and year 13 physicists visited 
the research facility that all scientists dream of 
visiting, CERN.  

The students travelled to Geneva, Switzerland, and 
spent three very busy days learning about the 
fundamental structures of particles that make up 
everything around us, using the worlds largest and 
most complex scientific instruments. As well as 
visiting the CMS detector hub and data storage 
area they also had a tour of CERN and got to speak 
to some world leading physicists.  

After a long day students had a lovely evening in a 
traditional Swiss restaurant and got to try fondue 
and listen to some traditional music.  

The students also visited the Science 
Museum and took part in a little biology by 
visiting the Botanical Gardens. On our final 
day students had a walk to the United 
Nations and visited the Red Cross Museum 
before spending some time in Geneva's old 
town.  

The student were all fantastic and got a lot 
out of the trip. We definitely have some 
future physicists in our school.  Well done 
to all the students who came with us.  

 

Mrs Amy Pearson  

Head of Science 
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PE Fixtures Spotlight Since New Year 

Date Team and Sport Opposition Result 
Player of the Match 

Wednesday 10/01 Year 9 Netball Knights Templar  
11-15 Loss 

Lucy P  

Wednesday 10/01 Year 10 Netball Knights Templar 
6-1 WIN 

Zara B  

Thursday 11/01 Seniors Basketball HIghfield 
63-36 WIN 

Edward W  

There has been no rest for our sports teams 
with fixtures starting straight after the Christmas 
break.  

Therefore, please see below some of the 
sporting fixtures that Nobel have taken part in 
since the new calendar year:  

Well done to all the students who have 
represented Nobel over the past couple of 
weeks. You have made the PE Department 
proud showing true Nobelian spirit. Every 
student who represents the school and PE 
Department at extra-curricular fixtures are 
awarded with ABC points for each and every 
attendance. 

A huge thank you to all the parents, carers and 
guardians who have taken the time to cheer 
from the sidelines for our teams, both home and 
away. This doesn’t go unnoticed and is a big 
support for our students. 
 
Both parents, guardians and students can be 
reminded of the extra-curricular processes and 
offering in Physical Education by clicking here. 
 
To find details of extra-curricular clubs and 
fixtures, please visit the Fixtures Noticeboard in 
the PE Department which features upcoming 
fixtures, results, players of the match and team 
sheets for each sport. 
 
 
 

Mr Regan Carolan 
Teacher of PE 
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Spring Term PE and Dance Extra-Curricular Club List 

Please see the PE Department and Dance Extra-
Curricular Clubs list for this term. 
 

Linked to our department vision, our aim with 
extra-curricular is to give students the opportunity 
to be active, socialise and have fun whilst 
encouraging students to fulfil a lifelong, healthy 
active lifestyle. 
 

Many of the clubs will prepare our students for 
upcoming inter-school fixtures.  

 

 

Extracurricular fixtures this half term: Years 7 
to 13 boys’ and girls’ football, Years 7 to 13 
basketball, Years 7 to 10 netball, Year 7 indoor 
athletics, Years 7 to 11 girls’ futsal and Years 7 to 
11 boys’ and girls’ rugby. 
 

To sign up for a club, please visit the Arbor Parent 
Portal or email regan.carolan@nobel.herts.sch.uk  
 

If you have any further questions, please speak to 
the PE Department. 
 

Mr Regan Carolan 
Teacher of PE 

 

Monday 29 January - Friday 2 February - Y13 Mock Exams 

Wednesday 31 January - Y11 Parents’ Consultation Evening 

Friday 9 February - FONS Quiz Night 

Wednesday 14 February - Y10 Parents’ Consultation Evening 

Dates for your Diary 



Edition 12.07 7 

2 February 2018 
Edition 5.9 

 

 

 

 
Developing Character 

Character Conundrum 8 

It is midway through the spring term, and you 
are taking a maths test. You 
have been struggling all year in this subject, 
and you know that this test will form a big part 
of your grade. You feel like you are doing quite 
well on the test until you come to the last 
problem. It is worth 10 marks and you 
just cannot remember how to solve it.  As it 
happens, the class maths whiz is sitting right in 
front of you and you can see he’s just finished 
it. You are close enough to see how he solved 
it, and you know that no teacher can see you if 
you cheat.  

What do you do?  

 Support  
 

Currently, the issues of cheating and academic 
integrity are high in both public and private 
schools. A factor that is relevant here is a 
growing separation between “self” and 
“community.” Loyalty to self is becoming 
increasingly more emphasised than loyalty to a 
larger community. One’s own purpose is 
trumping a larger one. The fact that students 
now have access to AI software which 
effectively can write a piece of homework for 
students is relatively new to schools, however, 
where there is software to write a piece of 
work, there is also software to detect when this 
has taken place.  Of course, the character 
virtues of being honest and showing integrity 
are high in this scenario.  Students should feel 
a sense of accomplishment from earning good 
results and grades, not simply the outcome on 
paper being what they need for the next 
chapter in their lives.  

 

For the next two weeks of school, character focus is on the Nobelian  virtue of being  Kind.   

The Character Conundrum for 22/01/24 - 02/02/24  is below.  Please can you take some time during 
the fortnight to read through this with your child and discuss what the right moral choice would be. 

In addition, the Character Conundrum for discussion in form and at home is detailed below: 
 

Mr Nick Brown 

Assistant Head 

Our communities need reminding that character 
education and ethical behaviour reflect more an 
attitude or approach than an honour code. Instead 
of talking about inappropriate or appropriate 
behaviour, we need to talk about right and wrong.  
We need to realise that our young people need to 
feel a loyalty and larger sense of purpose in 
connection with their schools or communities. If 
they do not feel that, understanding the 
significance of ethical behaviour becomes more 
than a challenge; it becomes next to impossible.  

Questions  
 

¨ Can you identify the moral dilemma in this 
situation?  

¨ Would you cheat?  

¨ Whether you respond yes or no, explain your 
reasoning.  

¨ Think of someone you have a great deal of 
respect for. Would that person cheat? Why or 
why not?  

¨ What would you do if you cheated and then a 
fellow student confronted you and was angry 
about what you did?  

¨ Suppose you cheated. If the teacher asked 
you the next day whether you cheated or not, 
would you confess or make something up?  

¨ Have you been in this situation? Would you 
change anything about your decision now?  

¨ Have you ever seen someone cheat in class? 
What did it feel like?  Did they outperform you 
and did you feel this was fair?  

¨ If one person cheats in a class, do you think 
anyone else is affected? Why & how/Why 
not?  
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 Years 9 and 10 Girls’ Cricket Leadership Day 

In the afternoon, the students learnt the rules to 
Dynamos Cricket, which is a competition format 
followed by primary schools.  In order to show 
they had learnt everything they needed to know, 
the students participated in their very own game, 
taking it in turns to umpire, score and lead to 
their peers. They managed to get through lots of 
content in the day, learning new concepts and 
developing their leadership skills. For many of 
the students, this was the first time in which they 
have looked at cricket in any great detail. 

Now the students have successfully completed 
the training day, students will be expected to 
assist with the Girls’ Cricket Club which takes 
place every Wednesday lunchtime. Students will 
also have the opportunity to attend local primary 
school events to assist with the Stevenage 
Sporting Futures Team and Hertfordshire Sports 
Partnership Dynamos and Turbo Cricket 
competitions later on in the academic year. 

It was fantastic to see the girls so enthused by 
this opportunity. They fully engaged with the 
activities throughout the day and are passionate 
about growing girls’ cricket. 

Well done to the following students who have 
successfully completed the training day: 

Year 9: Faith, Freya, Kayleigh, Rose, Madina, 
Sophie, Amelie, Foram 

Year 10: Zara, Sydney, Megan, Jessica, Kacey, 
Torance, Kamila 

 

 

Mr Regan Carolan 
Teacher of PE 

On Wednesday 17 January, 15 students from 
Years 9 and 10 took part in the Girls’ Cricket 
Leadership Training. The opportunity was led by 
Hertfordshire Cricket and Chance to Shine, on-site 
at The Nobel School. 

The aim of the day was to raise the profile of girls’ 
cricket within the school and provide the 
opportunity for selected students to develop their 
leadership, communication and social skills. The 
students will use their new skills and knowledge to 
support with a range of girls’ cricket opportunities 
at Nobel and within the local community. 

To start the day, the students focused on building 
the skills of young leaders, which included 
exploring the skills, qualities and behaviours of a 
good leader and how they are going to become 
inspirational role models. The day started with the 
girls working with partners, using their problem-
solving skills in a rope puzzle. Having explored the 
different behaviours and skills, the students 
evaluated what they are confident with and what 
they wanted to develop. 

The students moved on to searching the Chance 
to Shine website, which has a bank of fun and 
exciting cricket activities. Having looked into the 
STEP principle, showing the students how to 
adapt a session, they led their own 10-minute 
activity focusing on a core skill such as bowling or 
fielding. They were in charge of collecting their 
equipment, setting it up and explaining the 
instructions to their peers. All the groups did 
fantastically well and led with confidence. 

After break, once all of the groups had the 
opportunity to lead their session, the students 
were then introduced to Turbo Cricket. This is a 
quick game where participants bat in pairs to 
score as many runs as possible. The best way to 
learn the rules of this game was to join in and they 
did just that! 
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NOBEL SCHOOL PARENTS, STAFF and 
COMMUNITY BOOK GROUP  

The next meeting will be held in the 
Library, 6:30pm, on Tuesday 27 February 

2024 

  The books to read are: 

 

 

 

 

Read all or part of the books, and  discuss them 
in a friendly informal group   

 

Contact: Rosalind Essakhi:  

01438 222600 or email: 

library@nobel.herts.sch.uk 

 

Happy New Year from the Friends of Nobel 
School (FONS).  FONS is our parent and 
community organisation, which helps raise funds 
for a variety of projects at Nobel School.  Our 
volunteers helped to make the year 7 and 8 disco 
in November happen, which raised over £700.  
Thank you to all the teachers and 6th form 
students who also helped to make this event a fun 
evening for the students.  
 

We have approved the funds for two project 
requests from Nobel teachers. One from the 
Design and Technology department for some new 
drills, and the other from Food Technology, for an 
air fryer, the remainder to help fund a school trip.  
 

The £700 raised at the disco, as well as funds 
raised by the 100 club raffle, and other events all 
go to help support the education of the students at 
Nobel.  Your participation in, and support for, 
these efforts is greatly appreciated. 
  

 
 

 
 

Upcoming events: 
 

¨ FONS meeting - Wednesday 24 January at 
7pm in the Nobel Library 

¨ Quiz Night - Friday 9 February, 7:00 - 
9:30pm – please see details at the end of 
this newsletter 

 
 
November 100 Club winners 

 
 
 
December 100 Club winners 

 

1st prize Angela Castle 67 £24 

2nd prize Neil Pedder 9 £16 

1st prize Tom Walsh 100 £24 

2nd prize Stephen Marshman 25 £16 

Friends of Nobel School (FONS) News 
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Brand New Team of Girls’ Football Activators - Barclays Go Lead 

Following the success of the pilot programme last 
year, we are delighted to announce that the PE 
Department have, once again, signed up to the 
Barclays Game On Go Lead programme through the 
Stevenage Girls’ Football School Partnership and 
Youth Sport Trust. 
 

The Barclays Game On – Go Lead programme 
provides training to secondary school students to 
design, create and deliver football opportunities for 
their peers. The Nobel School activators will follow 
the two leadership pathways: marketing and delivery. 
As a group of activators, they will be tasked with 
delivering extra-curricular opportunities for their 
peers and the local primary schools to experience 
and enjoy football. 
 

On Tuesday 16 January, the 12 students from key 
stage three joined the national live launch led by 
Youth Sport Trust athlete mentors. This introductory 
session provided an opportunity for the group to hear 
from inspirational speakers and engage in fun 
activities to start their leadership journey. As part of 
the session, the students have already started to 
consider their mission statement, how to be a good 
role model and what they would like to do to increase 
the number of in-school and community opportunities 
for girls’ football. 
 

The team have already considered a number of 
initiatives they would like to lead as part of the 
programme including, but not limited to: local primary 
school tournament, taster sessions in primary 
schools and extending the girls’ football club at 
Nobel into the summer term.  Nobel are looking 
forward to hosting the Primary District Year 3 
Football Festival in June with the Stevenage 
Sporting Futures Team, and the Nobel Girls’ Football 
Activators will play a key role in this. 
 

Further workshops will support the girls in creating 
and delivering additional opportunities as well as 
developing their leadership skills. We look forward to 
updating you on their progress and the activities they 
choose to deliver within school and to the wider 
community to make a positive influence for girls 
through football. 

Well done to the following students who 
have been selected: 
 

Year 8: Hollie, Phoebe, Lucie, Lily, Isabelle, 
Erin, Sophie, Emily G, Emily K, Evie, Lucy 

Year 9: Lara 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Regan Carolan 

Teacher of PE 
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The Modern Parenting Experience 
Audience: Parents/ Carers of 
Stevenage Secondary school 
students/ year 6 students at 
Stevenage Primary schools
Date: 25th January 2024
Time: 5:30-6:30pm
Location: The Nobel School

Please register your attendance 
via the Eventbrite link: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-
modern-parenting-experience-
tickets-779972377377

The Stevenage Mental Health Support Team in collaboration w ith The Nobel 
School are conducting a Workshop for Parents/ Carers to have an open 
discussion around the current diff iculties which impact children and young people’s 
w ellbeing. 

Topics:
• Understanding Mental Health in the 21st century
• What mental w ellbeing is/ isn’t  
• What are the current diff iculties that young people are managing; social media 

& technology, friendship diff iculties, academic pressures, body image, future 
f inancial pressures etc. 

• How  can w e as parents/ carers be better equipped to support 
• Understanding the 5 w ays to w ellbeing 
• Coming back to basics – how  to help.

There w ill also be signposting to different services available w ithin Stevenage e.g. 
support w ith neurodiversity needs, youth groups & counselling services. 

Upcoming Mental Health Awareness Days & Events

Parent Mental Health Day
27th January 

Supporting parents & 
carers in connecting 

positively to maximise 
young people’s mental 

health

1
Time To Talk Day

1st February 

For creating supportive 
communities & having 
conversations around 

mental health and how 
we can support 

ourselves and others

2
Children’s MH Week 

5-11 February 

To empower, equip and 
give a voice to every 

child in the UK

3
Now & Beyond

7th February

Delivering free access 
to mental health 

resources, workshops 
and live broadcast for 

ages 4 -18 

4
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Founded by the charity stem4 in 2022, 
Parent Mental Health Day 2024 is an 
opportunity for parents & carers to 
acknowledge & discuss their struggles. 
To share in their achievements & to learn 
ways to connect positively to maximise 
young people’s mental health

Scan QR code to attend the free 
webinar ‘Creating Positive 
Relationships’ on the 25th January @ 
7pm

https://stem4.org.uk/parentmentalhealthday 

Time to talk day is about us all being open to the idea of talking – we all have mental health, and by having 
conversations about it we can help ourselves & others!

‘Ask questions 
& listen’

‘Think about the 
time & place’

‘Don’t try & fix 
it’

‘Treat them 
the same’

‘Be patient‘

Link to Website:  https://timetotalkday.co.uk/



Edition 12.07 15 

2 February 2018 
Edition 5.9 

 

 

 

 

 

 


