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From the Headteacher 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

Those of us who work in education have been 

saddened and shocked by the untimely and 

tragic death of Ruth Perry. A 53-year-old head 

teacher, who took her own life, probably 

because of an unfavourable Ofsted 

judgement. What does this say about the 

pressure that an inspection puts on teachers, 

senior leaders and, headteachers?  

 

We are not looking for sympathy, we know 

what we sign up to when we apply for these 

jobs. Being the headteacher of Nobel is a 

fabulous experience. I love our school and the 

impact it has on the Stevenage community. 

Our staff feel the same, we are proud to serve 

our community and strive to help parents send 

decent young people out into the adult world.  

 

However, we do sometimes face unkind and 

unreasonable behaviour.  

 
 

 

 

Let me assure you that each one of us is 

dedicated to the school and wants the best 

for all Nobelians. We try but, sometimes, 

like football referees, we get things wrong. 

Please be patient, please understand that 

we are human beings who feel pressure, 

but thrive when we are supported. My 

colleagues will always listen to concerns 

and do our best to help.  

 

Ruth Perry’s suicide is a sign of the times. 

Let us try to turn the clock back in our 

school and use the power of kindness and 

consideration and build on a healthy 

relationship of trust and understanding, as 

our objectives are the same.   

 

Ruth Perry – Headteacher - RIP  

 

  

Kind regards 

Martyn Henson 
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 On Tuesday 14 March, the sixth form students 

hosted the first ever Cultural Day at Nobel.  This 

was an opportunity for all people of different ethnic 

backgrounds to come together and celebrate their 

diversity. All sixth form students and staff were 

invited to wear their cultural clothes and, at 

lunchtime, the students hosted a cultural lunch.  

There was a wide range of food like jollof rice, 

Greek salad, samosas, biriyani and malva pudding, 

baklava, etc, all prepared by the students and staff.  

We also had music, chosen by the students, and all 

students were able to dance and enjoy their time. 

The event was highly successful and, by the end, 

even the younger years had joined in. We hope 

that this inspires the younger students to turn this 

event into an annual celebration to learn about 

their own and other cultures. 

A special thanks to Noor Mahmood, Damisi 

Oloniyo and Natasha Urrehman for planning the 

event, and to Toni Ntiedu-Duku, Daud Imran, 

Zafeerah Rehman, Jasmine Gill, Lucy Banks, 

Natalie Igbinosa, Madison Herd, Isabel Banks, Tyra 

Hildebrandt, Ain Mahmood, Miss Savo and other 

teachers and students for making food to share. 

 

Damisi Oloniyo - 12RKI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cultural Day 
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After months of preparation, the competition was 

finally here; our team of students arrived at 

Stevenage Magistrate’s Court on Saturday morning, 

18 March. It was raining and cold, but this didn’t 

dampen the spirits of Year 9, who were ready for 

battle. If we got points for best dressed, we would 

have won immediately, with Daniel Wattam (our 

Prosecution lawyer) arriving in a stylish 2-piece suit, 

and the rest of the team looking ready for business.  

We were drawn against Etonbury Academy for our 

defence, and King’s Langley for prosecution. The 

mock case we had centred around ‘Jamie Rowe’ 

and their possession of a hammer in a public place. 

It leaned toward a ‘not guilty’ verdict, with a guilty 

verdict for the prosecution notoriously difficult to 

achieve.  

Round 1 began and it was a very close trial between 

Nobel and Etonbury.  Etonbury were very well 

prepared, I had some insider knowledge that their 

teacher was a former lawyer, so we knew they 

would have compelling arguments. Jessica Jones 

was our ‘Jamie Rowe' and she remained unflustered 

in the face of rigorous interrogation. Billy Harvey 

our usher, commanded the room, as our lawyers 

Sadia Choudhury and Daniel Wattam took aim in 

their cross examinations. It was almost too close to 

call when Sadia closed round 1 with a phenomenal 

closing speech, earning us the ‘not-guilty’ verdict 

and victory.  

The teams had a 20 minute break, as we rallied 

around the defence team and prepared for the 

prosecution. Round 2 started, our prosecution 

lawyers, Amy Miller and Hannah Creighton, 

started the proceedings against King’s Langley. 

Round 1 was close, but round 2 was one way traffic. 

Our lawyers flustered opposition ‘witnesses’, with 

the opposing defence lawyers conceding their cross 

examination with ‘no further questions’. Our 

witnesses for the prosecution were particularly 

impressive in round 2, as Blake Artesani and 

Amber Fraser were strong to stick to their character 

and statements, even when the opposition lawyers 

tried to add new evidence in their line of 

questioning. Despite a slight mix up at the end by 

the organiser, Nobel again won the round, with an 

outstanding guilty verdict. The teams then retired as 

we all eagerly awaited the results of the Mock Trial 

competition.  

Year 9 Mock Trial Competition 

 

Despite our success in rounds 1 and 2, it was 

Sir John Lawes school who made it into the 

next heat, with Nobel narrowly scraping 2
nd

 

place. In discussions with the organisers and 

the High Sheriff of Hertfordshire, it was almost 

too close to call, with just a couple points 

separating 1
st
 and 2

nd
 place. We may have not 

moved on in the competition, but we took the 

moral victory after beating two schools, and 

having two of our team invited back for work 

experience in a few years’ time. It was a 

thrilling, hard-fought competition that was a 

real pleasure to watch and be a part of.  

Special thanks to Mr Slater and Miss Wright 

who took time out of their weekend to support 

Nobel. Thank you to all the parents who came 

out to watch, it was lovely to see the support. A 

huge thank you to Miss Gant who ran the club 

and all the rehearsals, your experience was 

invaluable, and we couldn’t have done it 

without you. Lastly, a massive well done to all 

the students involved, which also included 

Phoebe Chiwambo, Miley Yusuf, Freya 

Woolhead, Chloe Lamb, Freddie Thompson, 

Joshua Spencer, Isobel Graham and Emma 

Randall, who entered the excellent drawing  

below in the court artist competition. You all 

sacrificed your time and weekend to represent 

the school, and I couldn’t be happier with how 

well you handled the pressure and how 

professional you all remained in the court 

room.  
 

Mr George O’Neill 

A very proud Drama Teacher  



Edition 11.11 4 

2 February 2018 

Edition 5.9 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 9 Mock Trial Competition 
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Annual Sixth Form University Challenge Contest 

 
 

We were honoured to have the privilege of writing the 

questions for both the heat rounds and the final of the 

annual post-16 University Challenge contest. In the 

heat, Year 12 forms battled against each other in a 

variety of topics that included questions ranging from 

relatively easy to extremely hard, followed by Year 13 

doing the same. This culminated in two very strong 

teams representing Year 12 and 13 in the final.  

 

On the day of the final, Monday 13 March, it was great 

to see so many students in the audience get involved 

with the questions and support the teams. The final 

took place during lunchtime in the auditorium, and a 

range of students from all years attended. It was a 

great atmosphere and both teams did very well, but 

the overall winners were the Year 13s. 

Congratulations 13 CML! 

 

The competition opened with the geography and flags 

round, and was well contested with some extremely 

difficult flags. The Year 13s surprised many people by 

answering the flag of Norfolk Island correctly.  This 

was followed by several geography-related questions 

which the crowd enjoyed getting involved in.  

                                                                                                                             

The science and mathematics round was well-battled, 

with multiple incorrect answers resulting in the 

question being passed to the other team, and both 

teams being stumped on some questions. Luckily, a 

very interactive crowd were there to tackle the 

questions that neither team could answer. Questions 

included: "The surface area of a sphere is three times 

its volume, what is its radius?" and "What is the 

smallest bone in the human body?”. 

 

 

The history and literature round was 

answered well, as both teams had at 

least one person who was an expert in 

history or English. There were a broad 

range of questions, from naming all four 

March sisters in Louisa May Alcott’s 

novel, Little Women to “What is the 

world’s oldest recorded civilisation?” 

 

The final round was film and music, in 

which both teams had a lot of knowledge, 

and this included questions such as 

“What is the highest-grossing film of all 

time?” 

 

Very well done to both teams: 13 CML 

(Rhea D’Souza, Benjamin Skidmore, 

Callum Hodgson and Oliver Turner) and 

12 HON (James Greenwood, Draven 

Atkins, Katie Furr and Tessa Foord). 

 

Grace Elliott 13NCT - Head Girl 

Kieran McManus 13NCT - Head Boy 
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Cake Club Bake Sale 

Cake club ended the term on a sugar high - planning, 

baking and selling yummy bakes at lunchtime to raise 

money for local charity, The Willow Foundation. 

 

Bakes were science-themed, in support of Science 

Week, and included hazard sign cupcakes, atomic 

cola cakes, brownies, plant cell shortbread, chocolate 

crispies galore and fab cakes that each came with a 

pipette to inject strawberry jam.   

 

Our helpful cashiers tell us final sales should raise at 

least £50 for a good cause. 

 

Mrs Emma Evans 

Science Teacher 

 

ECO Art Club 

ECO Art Club

Here are some of the beautiful examples of crafts that are being 
explored using a range of recycled materials in our ECO Art club this 
term. 

We are taking a short break next half term due to Art practical exams 
but will reconvene in the last half term of the summer.
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 Nobel is celebrating Science Week, and our theme 

for this year is 'staying connected'.  
 

There are many ways in which we stay connected, 

such as through the internet or social media, but we 

are also connected in such ways as biologically (for 

example, our nervous system connecting nerve cells, 

which transmit information around the body) or 

chemically (such as bonding between particles). 
 

Throughout the week, we ran assemblies for KS3/4, 

where we conducted chemical and physical 

experiments exploring this theme. We looked at how 

a convection current could transfer thermal energy 

into mechanical energy and explored how chemical 

bonding, with the use of a chain of beads, gave the 

illusion of defying gravity. We observed how static 

electricity allowed a balloon to connect to objects, 

due to attraction. We explored the effects of inertia 

by comparing a hard-boiled egg and raw egg; and 

concluded by watching a chemical reaction, where 

copper metal reacted with strong nitric acid, 

connected to a flask of water, in a closed system. 
 

We are continuing the momentum through to the last 

week of March, and there will be various science 

experiments each lunchtime in the double-science 

lab; we welcome everyone to take part. Why not 

challenge yourself to create a Rube-Goldberg 

machine at home? We would love for you to share 

your entries with Miss Waites by Tuesday 28
 
March - 

we look forward to seeing them in a future edition of 

Nobel News. 

 

Jason Ching 12KKI and Draven Atkins 12HON 

British Science Week, 10 - 19 March 2023 
 

 
 

 
The students are working 

hard revising for their exams 

in May/June. This last push 

will make all the difference, 

Year 11, so keep working.  

 

Mrs Amy Pearson  

Head of Science 

Year 11 Science Intervention 
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Year 8 Boys’ Football 

On Monday 13 March, the year 8 boys hosted 

Marriotts in their third football fixture of the season 

in the North Herts District division 2.  This year, the 

competition in the league has been exceptional 

with some fantastic team displays from several 

Stevenage schools.  Leading up to this game, the 

team had recorded a win and a loss so far this 

year, and were hoping to finish the season strong.  

 

Nobel found themselves 2-0 up early in the first 

half, with goals from Freddie Bowley and Charlie 

Hughes. Both sides played some lovely football 

despite being up against the elements on the day, 

which was fantastic to see.  Despite Marriotts being 

able to score two goals against a strong defensive 

display from Nobel, some excellent goals from Jack 

Woodard-Gair (2), Charlie Hughes (1) and Freddie 

Bowley (3) saw the game finish 6-2 to Nobel. 

 

Both teams worked extremely hard, both 

individually and as a group, and supported 

each other incredibly well, displaying some 

lovely acts of sportsmanship during the game. 

The students were a credit to themselves and 

Nobel and will be looking to use the win to 

add momentum in their final fixture against 

Knights Templar School on Thursday 23
 

March. 

 

A very well done to the following students: 

 

Charlie Hughes, Trent Hildebrandt, Jamie 

Coxall, Seb Aniculaesei, Harry Sweeting, 

Dylan Stone, Emmanuel Dwamena, Freddie 

Bowley, Josh Smith, Chase Coombes, Jack 

Woodard-Gair, Harvey Chan, Alfie Reed and 

Harley Reynolds 

 

Mr Louis Perry  

PE teacher  
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Celebrating Nobel’s Sporting Achievements 

Nobel arrived at the tournament to face Knights 

Templar, Barnwell, Hitchin Girls and Barclay in the 

pool games.  We won two games and drew two 

taking us to the semi-final against Marriotts.  It was 

a very even semi-final but a goal in the last minute 

gave us the win to take us to the final. 

 

During the final against Barclay, the game was 

evenly matched.  Both teams putting some great 

shots in, and some outstanding saves by Lucie 

Pickett kept Nobel in the game.  At the end of the 

game, it was 0-0 so it was onto extra time before 

penalties.  With one-minute remaining Barclay 

found a gap in our defence and scored. 

Congratulations to Ruby Whitby, Lily Jones, Erin 

Kassir, Lucie Pickett, Evie Dillnut, Phoebe Probyn, 

Sophie Teague and Emily Grint for such a great 

tournament and coming away with silver medals. 

Congratulations to Emily, Ruby, Evie and Lucie for 

scoring in the tournament. 

Year 7 Herts District Girls’ Football Tournament 

Mrs Jackie Saville 

PE Teacher 

County Indoor Athletics Championships 

On Saturday 18
 
March, Abigail Tonge 

(9RGY) took part in the Indoor County 

Championships at Lea Valley Athletics 

Stadium.  She competed in the Under 15 

Girls’ pole vaulting and won gold. Becoming 

the County Champion in this category.  

Nobel is extremely proud of Abigail’s 

achievement and we are certain that  she 

will go further still in her sport. 
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Hertfordshire Girls’ Festival 

On Wednesday 22 March, a group of Year 7 

students visited Wodson Park for the annual 

Hertfordshire School Games Girls’ Festival. The 

festival was an opportunity for students to 

represent the school in a county event, whilst 

participating in activities which encouraged them 

to develop important skills such as communication 

and teamwork. The aim of the festival was to 

inspire the girls to develop ideas in order to 

establish a club of their choice. 

Before attending the event, the students 

completed a pre-training session at Nobel where 

they completed several icebreaker activities whilst 

exploring why girls take part in physical activity 

and potential barriers to participation. The Year 7 

students were also able to meet the two Year 10 

mentors who had been specifically selected to 

support them at the event. 

The festival started with an inspirational opening 

speech from World Champion Inline Skater, Jenna 

Downing, who spoke to the girls about having big 

dreams, fighting for them and the importance of 

kindness. This was a fantastic way to motivate the 

students even further and prepare them for their 

first activity.  During the first activity, students were 

encouraged to work as a team to solve problems. 

The way in which the students worked with each 

other was outstanding and meant they were able 

to complete all of the activities. 

Following this, the students participated in two 

alternative activities: Roundnet and Pickleball.  

Roundnet is a game with a ball and a small 

trampoline-like net where the ball must be 

rebounded off the net to the opposition team. 

Pickleball is a game where players try and hit a 

plastic ball over the net with a large paddle.  

Participating in the two sports inspired the 

students to consider the different types of activities 

that could be led during their club. 

After the lunch break, the final session was led by 

Jenna.  During the first activity, which encouraged 

students to practice their communication skills, it 

was brilliant to see our Nobelians working with 

students from other schools.  

Further activities within the session encouraged 

students to work outside of their comfort zones 

and to face their fears.  Jenna’s focus was 

centred around being confident and changing 

the phrase impossible to I’M POSSIBLE.  To 

finish, the students held a large rope within a 

circle. This activity focused on teamwork and 

trust, where Emma walked on top of the rope the 

students were holding. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was clear that Jenna had made a real impact 

on our students, so it was brilliant that she 

allowed us to get a team photo with her at the 

end of the day. 

Well done to all the students who took part in the 

festival.  A special mention must go to Year 10 

mentors, Katie Harrington-Pike and Isobel 

Matfield, who participated fully across the day, 

supporting their younger peers through some 

challenging activities. We look forward to seeing 

the club that the students create. 

Mr Regan Carolan  

PE teacher  

Celebrating Nobel’s Sporting Achievements 
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Year 7 and Year 9 Girls’ Rugby 

Congratulations to the Nobel Year 7 and Year 9 

Rugby teams who were the only school to 

represent Stevenage and North Herts in the 

Hertford tournament on Thursday 23
 
March. 

Although there were not as many teams to play 

against as in previous tournaments, this is the first 

one since Covid, with the girls only losing one 

game to Robert Clack School from Essex and 

soundly beating Kings Langley School. 

 

Standout performances in the Year 9 team 

included captain Zara Barringer, Jessica and 

Kacey Tolmie. I was absolutely delighted with the 

excellent running and tackling from newcomers 

Bethany and Florence as they produced excellent 

performances on debut. Experienced players 

Amani Grundy, Freya Hood and Chloe Smith did 

not disappoint with hard running and dominant 

tackles. Zara led from the front, as always, scoring 

tries and landing her conversions (which she 

always took in the form of a drop kick).   

 

 

For the Year 7 team, Isla Stone, Brianna 

Dwamena, Sienna Clements and Lily Jones all 

managed to get on the score sheet as they lost 

their first game, drew the second and won the 

third by a try. 

 

Well done girls. 

Mr Ryan Spence  

PE teacher  

Celebrating Nobel’s Sporting Achievements 

Year 9 team (L to R) Mae Saunders, Eve Farmer, Mia Moseley, Freya Hood, Ava Fulton, Evie-Mae 

Readings, Kacey Tolmie, Bethany Allardyce, Zara Barringer, Florence O'Brien, Amani Grundy, Jessica 

Tolmie, Chloe Smith. 

Year 7 team (L to R) Sienna Burton, Sophie Dempsey, Freya Parker, Miley Walker, Cara Fulton, Isa-
belle Harvey, Jade Jubilo, Sienna Clements, Isla Stone, Briana Dwamena, Ruby Carter, Lily Jones, 
Megan Green 
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Year 7 and Year 9 Girls’ Rugby 

 

 

 

Celebrating Nobel’s Sporting Achievements 

 

 

Freya Hood carries into contact 
Sienna Clements makes a break 

Jess Tolmie opens up for one of 
her tries with her sister in tow 

Skipper Zara Barringer tears through 
space for another counter attack 

Year 7 team with Mr Spence and Miss Chalkright  

Year 7 Briana Dwamena 
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Between 22 and 24 March, 55 students and 6 

members of staff visited the Opal Coast in 

northern France and had a great time exploring 

France, the French language, and French 

culture. 

A  huge thank you to the staff who accompanied 

the Year 8 and Year 11 students on the visit. 

Please find below two accounts of the trip by 
Year 8 students Jack and Lauren: 

Mr James Kay 

 Head of MFL  
 

Day 1: The local boulangerie was amazing and 

the man was hilarious when making croissants. 

The accommodation was brilliant. It was large 

with lots of rooms, which were superior quality 

and cosy. The walk across the seafront was 

entertaining and, although the seafront food 

shack was not open, it was a great walk with 

loads of good pictures that could be taken of the 

view. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MFL Visit to the Opal Coast in France 

Day 2: This was most definitely the best day of 

the trip. Breakfast at the accommodation was 

lovely. The first activity was the biscuit factory, 

and this activity was so much fun and very 

interesting to watch how biscuits are really made 

and we even got to try a sample of one, which 

was great.  After this, students got to look around 

the town and this gave them a chance to see 

what French towns are like. Activity 2 (the 

chocolate factory) was also great as students got 

to learn how chocolate is made and were able to 

try different types of chocolate. The Nausicaa 

Marine Centre was fabulous and was the best 

activity of them all, it allowed students to take 

lots of eye-catching photos of the diverse sea life 

in the humongous centre. 

Day 3: This started with a wonderful breakfast 

which included French coco pops, a refreshing 

orange juice and hot chocolate to top it off. After 

departing the accommodation, we went to visit a 

local market and ended up visiting a castle 

where students could take wonderful pictures of 

the views.  After this, students were allowed 

some free time to look around the market, which 

was great as they could spend their money on 

lovely souvenirs.  Then we were driven to a snail 

farm and it was brilliant. Students were allowed 

to hold the snails, which was a wonderful 

experience.  We were also told facts about 

snails, how they live and how they are 

harvested.  To finish, we were allowed to try the 

snails and they tasted fabulous!  Lastly, we went 

to a cheese shop which had a variety of 

cheeses. The coach was also brilliant and 

comfortable for such a long journey, and a 

special mention to the coach driver who was 

really nice. 

Jack Woodard 8T LLE 
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On the first day, we visited a boulangerie and 

learnt the ingredients of a croissant and how to 

roll the shapes correctly. The man teaching us 

was incredibly funny and made the visit 

memorable and fun after he selected students to 

either cut the croissant shape, list the ingredients 

quickly, or hold a conversation with him in 

French, which was very entertaining. Next, the 

lady taught us how long different types of bread 

are baked for, the price, and the ingredients. She 

then gave us all a ball of dough to make shapes 

and move around in our hands.  We had the 

opportunity to buy delicious pastries from their 

shop and they let us try a light, fluffy croissant 

each.  After the boulangerie, we went to our 

accommodation to drop off our bags and 

familiarise ourselves with our rooms and the 

people we will be sharing with.  Shortly after, we 

walked down to the beach and took lots of 

pictures of the beautiful scenery, and lots of 

group photos too.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 2 was by far my favourite day. The breakfast 

was a step up from dinner as they had 

cornflakes, bread and chocolate spread, orange 

juice, and hot chocolate.  First, we visited a 

‘biscuiterie’ which was very informative and 

interesting as we learnt how to make small and 

big batches of biscuits.  We were given two 

biscuits to try and had the opportunity to buy from 

the shop. Next, we had some free time to explore 

the little town, have lunch and purchase 

souvenirs. This was a great experience as it let 

us see what French towns were like and buy 

from French shops and cafes and go down to the 

beach.   

MFL Visit to the Opal Coast in France 

I particularly liked looking around the French 

bookshop.  The free time in the town was great 

fun, as there were lots of places to visit and buy 

from, and we could walk around with our friends.  

After, we visited a chocolate factory, where we 

got to try chocolate in its different stages before 

tasting it in its finished form.  The man was very 

funny and had an hilarious chocolate song. We 

were then able to buy chocolate from the shop if 

we wanted to.  After the chocolate factory, we 

went to my favourite part of the trip, Nausicaa 

Marine Centre. The Marine Centre had a large 

variety of creatures to see including different 

types of fish, turtles, sting rays, penguins and 

even alligators! There were lots of things to see 

and do and the big tanks of different varieties of 

marine life were very calming, as well as 

extravagant and beautiful to look at. I could have 

easily spent all day looking at the different 

creatures. After the marine centre, we walked 

into the local town, however the weather was not 

on our side, which made the town less enjoyable 

than it could have been but was still a good 

experience. After dinner, we had a fun French 

Quiz. 
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We were honoured to have Onatti Theatre 

group come in and perform for our German and 

French students on 21 February and 3
  
March 

respectively. They performed plays exclusively 

in the foreign language and with only two 

actors!  

 

Both plays were well received by the students 

and we hope that they enjoyed watching them 

as much as we did.  

 

A big thankyou must go to FONS who helped 

support the plays financially, keeping the costs 

down for our students.  

 

The Spanish play will be taking place in May.  

 

Mrs Louise Kite 

MFL Department 

Onatti Theatre Group 

 

 
 

 MFL Visit to the Opal Coast in France 

On Day 3, breakfast again was delicious. After 

breakfast we all packed our bags onto the 

coach and headed for the markets. 

Unfortunately, many of them were sadly closed 

because of strikes, and the ones that were 

open only consisted of fish. So, we decided to 

scrap that idea and go to a local town to 

explore. The town was very exciting and my 

second favourite part was the square in the 

middle, where there were beautiful flowers that 

served as a stunning backdrop to the 

numerous form photos and group photos taken 

there.  There were many shops to explore with 

friends and a lovely café that served delicious 

crepes. In the town, there were multiple 

souvenir shops, clothes shops, crystal and 

jewellery shops, a chocolate and savoury 

pastry shop, a sweet shop and many others. 

Lots of people bought colourful berets!  The 

town was incredibly entertaining as I had lots 

of time to shop, talk with friends and take lots 

of photos.  

Then, we visited a snail farm. We learnt about snails 

and how they were harvested, and had the chance to 

try a snail.  Some people found them disgusting while 

others had multiple snails in their serving.  After the 

snail factory, we visited a cheese shop with a large 

variety of different cheeses that we could buy to take 

home.  

All the coach journeys were comfortable and fun, 

especially since Dan the coach driver was very nice. 

Lauren Taylor 8T LLE 
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On Friday 17 March, thirty more Year 8 students 

were treated to access to former Nobel students 

from our growing Nobel Network.  This was yet 

another opportunity for our students to make 

connections to real careers and broaden their 

understanding of the world of work.  These sessions 

are designed to make students:  

 consider aspirational career pathways and 
challenge their current thinking; 

 
 

 recognise the very different journeys that 
people have taken to end up in jobs that they 
love; 

 

 identify the personal qualities that are required 
to be successful, e.g. resilience. 

 
For this session we were joined by: 
 

 Sue Shaw-Hawkins: Cambridge University 
Facilities/H&S Manager 

 

 Nathan Thomas: Head of Live Experiences for 
FLOWN 

 

 Carly Reynolds: Police 
 

 Hannah Wilcox: Scientist, Nuclear Industry 
 

 Ben Wilcox: Civil Engineering 
 

Our students asked some fantastic questions of our 

guests and were great ambassadors for the school.  

They came away from the series of talks and Q&A 

sessions having been exposed to real world jobs 

and Nobelians who are passionate about what they 

do.   

Setting up these events and using these alumni 

contacts we are developing enhances the 

experience that current Nobelians receive as part of 

their education. 

If you, or someone you know, used to attend Nobel 

and would like to receive the newsletters and/or 

help with events, please use the link below to join 

the network.  

E: nobelnetwork@nobel.herts.sch.uk 

Register for Nobel network membership at:  

https://tinyurl.com/Join-the-database 

 

Mr Barry Burningham 

Nobel Network Co-ordinator 

 

 

Nobel Network Supporting Students 

On Wednesday 1 March, I had the exciting 

opportunity to visit my old secondary school 

and speak to a small group of aspiring 

midwives. It was wonderful to hear their 

enthusiasm and the wonderful reasons why 

they wanted to join the midwifery profession. 

They all demonstrated such excitement at the 

idea of supporting new life into the world and 

being a cheerleader to fellow women who are 

experiencing the exciting and anticipated 

journey to motherhood.  

It was very wholesome for me, as an 

experienced practitioner and teacher, to hear 

how excited they all were to pursue this 

adventure.  

I wish you all the best of luck with your 

aspiration girls, and hope to work alongside 

you one day in the future!  

Holly Ingram 

Midwifery Lecturer & Clinical Midwife 

Anglia Ruskin University 

Alumni Visit 

mailto:nobelnetwork@nobel.herts.sch.uk
https://tinyurl.com/Join-the-database
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On Thursday and Friday, 23 and 24 March, Year 

11 Geography Students completed a day's 

fieldwork collecting data to investigate if there is 

inequality in Welwyn Garden City and St Albans.  

The students collected information about the size 

and quality of buildings, noise levels and 

congestion. This information was used to rate the 

areas that the students travelled through.  They 

also conducted some surveys asking members of 

the public which areas they felt were the nicest.  

No Geography trip would be complete without at 

least a short downpour of rain and we were not 

disappointed! Fortunately, the students were able 

to dry off fairly quickly as it was only a brief 

shower.  

The students are analysing the data this week in 

class and will use this information, and the skills 

that they have learnt, in their GCSE exams this 

summer.  

 

 

Year 11 Geography Field Trip 

You can see some of the data the students 

collected here. This information suggested there 

are areas of inequality in Welwyn Garden City 

however other data that the students collected 

suggested the opposite.  

Mr George Breese 

Head of Geography 

 

Congratulations to Mason Harradine in year 9, who 

recently competed in a regional double mini 

trampoline (DMT) and trampolining competition. 

Mason, who has been participating and competing 

in gymnastics, DMT and trampolining since he was 

four years old, now specialises in DMT and 

trampolining. Double mini trampoline is a 

gymnastics discipline within trampolining. 

Participants perform acrobatic skills on the 

apparatus which is smaller than a regular 

competition trampoline.  

 

Mason’s recent success in these events saw him 

get both silver and bronze in DMT and trampolining. 

As a result, Mason will now be going through to the 

final later this year and competing in the English 

championships where he hopes to qualify for the 

next round.  

 

Our congratulations go out to Mason who 

continues to excel in sport both in and 

outside of school and is a credit to himself 

and Nobel. Well done Mason from everyone 

in the PE Department. 

Success in Sport 
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Last week, twelve Year 7 students travelled to 

Monmouthshire in Wales to experience life on a 

working farm.  

 

At Jamie’s Farm, all students were involved in a 

variety of exciting activities. Mornings consisted of 

supporting farmer Dan with daily feeding rounds 

for the animals on the farm, including pigs, sheep, 

cows, and poultry and helping sheep give birth to 

their lambs.  Meanwhile, others were in the 

kitchen cooking a hot breakfast for everyone. 

Students also took part in gardening, wood 

chopping and farm maintenance during their stay 

and, every day, students went on a walk exploring 

the countryside.  

 

Jamie’s Farm kindly let us plant an apple tree in 

their orchard, leaving them with something to 

remember Nobel by. 

Ms Lynn Amey 

SENCo 

 

Year 7 Visit to Jamie’s Farm 

 

A significant number of young people have missed important vaccinations as a result of the Covid 

pandemic and interruption to the Community and School Age Immunisation Services (CSAIS) over 

the last two years. The CSAIS team is running catch-up clinics during the Easter holidays and 

parents should contact them at admin.imms@nhs.net or 01727 732062 for more information and to 

book their child in. 

Vaccine Catch-up Sessions 

mailto:admin.imms@nhs.net
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The Friends of Nobel School (FONS) organized 

two great fundraising events in March.  Nearly 

180 year 7 and 8 students enjoyed the recent 

disco held in the school hall. It was so lovely to 

see our young people enjoying each other’s 

company and dancing with complete joy.  There 

was a time in recent years when I wondered if 

our young people would get back to pre-

pandemic behaviour.  This event really showed 

that they can, and they can enjoy all the elements 

of school that make it a well-rounded 

experience.  One year 7 student was heard to 

say, “Best night ever!”, praise indeed.   

The efforts of the FONS committee, the staff, the 

amazing 6
th
 form helpers and parent volunteers, 

which made the event possible, also meant that it 

was a great success.  Between ticket sales and 

the tuck shop we raised over £775 to help 

support the students at Nobel School.   

 

Last Friday night (24 March) we had a wonderful 

quiz night.  In addition to it being great fun, we 

raised over £500.  Thank you to Mr Philcox for a 

great quiz.  Thank you to Mr Burningham, Kym A. 

and the other parents who helped with prizes.  All 

of these funds help to enhance educational 

opportunities at Nobel, so thank you to those who  

participated as well. 

Friends of Nobel School (FoNS) News 

We are always happy to see new and returning 

faces at our short meetings where we plan events 

and decide how we can best use these funds to 

support Nobel.  The next meeting is on Tuesday 25 

April, at 7pm, in the school library.   

 

Below you will find the winners for the 100 club 

draw from January through March.  If you would 

like more information about the 100 club, please 

email Jodie Laing at jlaingseattle@gmail.com 
 

January 100 Club winners 

 
 

February 100 Club winners 

 
 

March 100 Club winners 

 

1st prize G Williams Number 49 £24 

2nd prize Mrs Buttress Number 16 £16 

1st prize D Thomson Number 18 £24 

2nd prize W Spencer Number 11 £16 

1st prize S Betts Number 96 £24 

2nd prize C Hodgson Number 46 £16 

 

The Drama GCSE Students took to their
brooms flying down to London, to watch
the smash hit musical, Wicked.

The students need to review a live
performance of a show as part of their
GCSE. The students involved were a credit
to the Wicked Witch of the West, Ms
Parsley, and her team.

The show is told from the perspective of,
and focuses on, the witches of the Land of
Oz; its plot begins before and continues
after Dorothy Gale arrives in Oz from
Kansas. Wicked tells the story of two
unlikely friends, Elphaba (the Wicked Witch
of the West) and Galinda (later Glinda the
Good Witch), whose relationship struggles
through their opposing personalities and
viewpoints, same love-interest, reactions to
the Wizard's corrupt government and,
ultimately, Elphaba's fall from grace after
becoming an animal activist.

The show is a fun-filled spectacle with truly
amazing sets, costumes and songs. A good
watch for all involved.

The Performance Department  

mailto:jlaingseattle@gmail.come
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NOBEL SCHOOL PARENTS, STAFF and 

COMMUNITY BOOK GROUP  

The next meeting will be held in the 

Library, 6:30pm, on Tuesday 25 April 2023 

  The books to read are: 

 

 

 

 

Read all or part of the books, and  discuss them 

in a friendly informal group   
 

Contact: Rosalind Essakhi:  

01438 222600 or email: 

library@nobel.herts.sch.uk 

 

 

 

mailto:library@nobel.herts.sch.uk


Edition 11.11 21 

2 February 2018 

Edition 5.9 

 

 

 
 

 

Dates for your Diary 

Friday 31 March:  Last day of term 

Monday 17 April: Summer term begins 

Monday 17 - Friday 28 April: Year 10 mock exams 

Tuesday 25 April: FONS Meeting, 7pm 

 

Science Super Curriculum - What is Carbon Footprint? 

Carbon footprint is the total amount of 

greenhouse gases, including carbon dioxide and 

methane, that are generated by our actions. 

What are some examples of carbon footprint? 

People and products have carbon footprints. 

Your personal footprint includes things you do 

daily, like: the food you eat, how far you travel, 

the clothes you buy, and everything you throw 

away. The larger the footprint, the heavier the 

strain on the environment. 

Why is carbon footprint bad? 

Carbon footprint has a negative impact on the 
environment because it is the main cause of 
human induced climate change, it contributes to 
urban air pollution, it can lead to toxic acid rain, it 
adds to coastal erosion and reduces the pH of 
the ocean for a long time causing a high rise in 
carbon dioxide (co2) from the atmosphere. 

Why should we reduce carbon footprint? 

Stopping carbon footprint will help with a lot of 
things like: 

 It improves public health 

 

 It helps the global economy - meaning 
increased wealth and a better standard of 
living for individuals  

 

 It helps maintain biodiversity – meaning an 
increased variety of plants and animals live 
in the world or in a particular way. 

 

 

When we cut carbon emissions – meaning 

something that has been released in the 

atmosphere like greenhouse gas. We want to 

make sure the air, water and food is cleaner, 

so we don’t get illnesses. 

How can we stop carbon footprint? 

 Take control of heating in your home 

 Upgrade your energy heating system 

 Low energy lighting 

 Low carbon travel 

 Reduce, re-use, and recycle 

 Cut out plastic 

 Save water 

 Fertilise your garden 

 Grow fruits and vegetables  

To find all this information I used the following 
websites: 

 

https://www.google.com/search?

q=What+are+3+ways+to+reduce+carbon+pollutio

n%

3F&rlz=1C1GCEA_enGB883GB883&sourceid=chro

me&ie=UTF-8 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carbon_footprint 

 

Amaya Olazabal 8JKY  

https://www.google.com/search?q=What+are+3+ways+to+reduce+carbon+pollution%3F&rlz=1C1GCEA_enGB883GB883&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=What+are+3+ways+to+reduce+carbon+pollution%3F&rlz=1C1GCEA_enGB883GB883&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=What+are+3+ways+to+reduce+carbon+pollution%3F&rlz=1C1GCEA_enGB883GB883&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=What+are+3+ways+to+reduce+carbon+pollution%3F&rlz=1C1GCEA_enGB883GB883&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=What+are+3+ways+to+reduce+carbon+pollution%3F&rlz=1C1GCEA_enGB883GB883&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carbon_footprint
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 Staying Safe at Nobel 

All schools have a duty to be aware of and respond 
appropriately to all reports and concerns, including 
those outside the school and/or online, regarding 
sexual harassment, sexist language and sexual 
assault.   

At The Nobel School, we have a zero-tolerance 
approach to sexism, sexual harassment, sexual 
violence and all harmful sexual behaviour.  This 
behaviour is never acceptable, it will not be tolerated 
and it will not be passed off as ‘banter’, ‘just having 
a laugh’, ‘part of growing up’ or ‘boys being boys’.  

 Staff have had two recent training sessions about 
sexual harassment and language and are absolutely 
expected to "call out" and report all incidents that 
they observe or that are bought to their 
attention.  These will be actioned as per the school's 
behaviour for learning policy and an appropriate 
sanctions will be put in place.  

Please, over the course of the Easter break, read 
the article below and talk to your sons/daughters 
about this unacceptable behaviour, what the school 
can do to help and what they can also do.  

Please see our Safeguarding policy (CP policy) and 
Behaviour for learning policy, which includes the anti
-Bullying process, online for further information.  

Below is part of an article from the "Kidscape" 
website form 2021 and attached are two links with 
an information booklet and poster form the 
Government’s Children’s Commissioner, Dame 
Rachel de Souza, both for your information.  

Please also remember to remind you son or 
daughter that the "tellus@nobel.herts.sch.uk" e-mail 
address is monitored during the Easter holidays as 
well, should they need it.  

cco_talking_to_your_child_about_online_sexual_har
assment_poster_for_parents_2021.pdf  

cco_talking_to_your_child_about_online_sexual_har
assment_a-guide_for_parents_dec_2021.pdf  

Sexual harassment in schools: what can 
parents or carers do?  

Here are some practical steps you can take:    

Understand what harmful sexual behaviour looks 
like. Sexual development in children and young 
people is a normal part of growing up – harmful 
sexual behaviour is not. There are some great tools 
out there to help you understand the difference, for 
example, the Brook Traffic Light Tool, or advice 
from Stop It Now!  

Talk to your child. This can feel very challenging for 
those of us who were not brought up in homes 
where sexual behaviour and relationships were 
discussed but, if you don’t talk to your child about 
relationships, sex and touch, they will get their 
information from somewhere else (probably social 
media or friends). Never underestimate what they 
are hearing or experiencing. Talk about the 
importance of valuing and respecting your body and 
the bodies of others, of personal space and what 
consent means (e.g. asking before you touch 
someone).  

You know your child best – so as they grow older 
and develop, help them understand changes in their 
body and what a healthy and positive relationship 
looks and feels like. If you have a disabled child or a 
child with additional needs, it is vital that you 
communicate with them about sexual behaviour, as 
research shows they are at greater risk of sexual 
harm and potentially of engaging in harmful sexual 
behaviour.  

Challenge your child if they use language that is 
sexist, homophobic or transphobic or express 
attitudes towards other children that are not 
respectful. Explain the harm this can cause and how 
this creates an environment where other children do 
not feel safe. A recent Ofsted report highlighted that 
some boys felt a sense of entitlement when it came 
to girls. Those of us with sons have a big job to do 
to make sure they are not developing negative 
attitudes towards women, particularly from male 
online influencers.  

Keep communication open so your child knows 
they can ask you anything. Expect the weird and 
sometimes shocking, try as best as you can to stay 
calm and, if you have worries about what they have 
shared, know when to get help (see below).    

Be hyper aware of the online world. The report 
highlighted the significant online risks children were 
experiencing, particularly the sharing of pictures and 
videos, often without consent. Talk to your child 
about the importance of keeping information, 
photos and videos private, but equally of not 
sharing anything private of other people and leaving 
chats or groups where that type of behaviour is 
taking place.  

Know when to get help. If you are concerned 
about behaviour in your child’s school, or the safety 
of your child or another pupil in the school, the 
school must take it seriously. The local authority also 
has a duty of care for children who live in your 
community. Most schools will be grateful for the 
information, and it may help them piece together a 
bigger picture of what is happening with a child or 
group of children. If you are worried about your own 
child's sexual behaviour, Stop it Now! can help.  

mailto:tellus@nobel.herts.sch.uk
https://nobelhertssch-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/steve_morley_nobel_herts_sch_uk/EbHyYOu6ExhCmoEFoz9pKSgB5uOHNLPErlak-wG3iOCTCQ?e=DhexSL
https://nobelhertssch-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/steve_morley_nobel_herts_sch_uk/EbHyYOu6ExhCmoEFoz9pKSgB5uOHNLPErlak-wG3iOCTCQ?e=DhexSL
https://nobelhertssch-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/steve_morley_nobel_herts_sch_uk/ERY6CXW5kdZIrSiSzLziXpcBc2Pa6_uWwxCaMxY0dDWVug?e=e8JMJW
https://nobelhertssch-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/steve_morley_nobel_herts_sch_uk/ERY6CXW5kdZIrSiSzLziXpcBc2Pa6_uWwxCaMxY0dDWVug?e=e8JMJW
https://www.brook.org.uk/training/wider-professional-training/sexual-behaviours-traffic-light-tool/
https://www.stopitnow.org.uk/
https://www.stopitnow.org.uk/
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