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From the Headteacher 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

We had a successful Sixth Form Open 

Evening last Wednesday.  

 

It was great to see so many Nobelians 

and their parents, as well as many 

students from other schools in the town 

and elsewhere. The reason for this is 

quite simple; our Sixth Form is 

outstanding. With an average of a B grade 

across twenty-five A level subjects, and a 

highly successful vocational programme, 

our students move on to very impressive 

futures in higher level apprenticeships or 

progressing to university.  Furthermore, 

our students go on to some of the top 

universities in the country; last year, two 

gained places at Oxford and two are 

studying at Cambridge. We are hoping to 

double this number next year with the help 

of the sixth form team and, in particular, 

the remarkable Dr Mienczakowski.  

 

 

 

 

It is also the week where GCSE results go 

public, and we gained a positive Progress 

8 score for the first time.  As Mr Head will 

explain when he writes to you, our score 

will increase because many results were 

not originally included in our figures. As 

soon as we get the official, corrected 

figure, we will write to you to let you know.  

 

Suffice to say, it has been an excellent 

year for results and our students should 

be congratulated on a significant effort in 

the face of substantial obstacles, like a 

pandemic, which were out of their 

control.  

 

Finally, I would like to wish students, 

families, and staff a very restful and 

enjoyable half-term. We have all really 

deserved this holiday.  

 

Kind regards 

Martyn Henson 
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 The Nuffield Foundation is a charitable trust that, 

among other opportunities, runs the Nuffield 
Research Placements (NRP) Programme. This is an 
opportunity for Year 12 students to be part of an 
undergraduate-level, STEM-related research project 
with a host of professional organisations, for around 
2 weeks during the summer break. 
 

When applying to the programme, you need to write 
a personal statement and get a teacher’s reference. 
Then, if successful, you will be given a list of 
placement options that are related to the subject(s) 
that you reference in your personal statement. 
 

The next step, is an invitation to an induction event 
in July.  Here, you are introduced to the placements, 
the programme etiquette, etc. You also get to meet 
the NRP team and, potentially, the other students 
you will be working with during the placement. 
 

My placement was at the University of Hertfordshire, 
where I worked with Dr Ramalingam and another 
student, Erica Kinyua,  on a biometrics project. We 
scanned biometric data and analyzed the results to 
evaluate the efficacy of the software.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

Nuffield Research Placement 

After the two weeks on-site, we worked 
from home for around two more weeks 
creating a scientific report and a poster for 
Nuffield, and a video for the University. 
 

On Monday 17 October, a celebration 
event was held at the University of 
Bedfordshire, where we presented our 
poster to an audience of invited guests 
and explained what we did.  After our 
presentations,  there were talks from a few 
different groups, like the University hosting 
the event, and then all the student 
participants were presented with their 
awards.  
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 Overall, the experience was amazing, and I am 

incredibly grateful that I had the opportunity to be a part 
of it. The professional research experience gives you a 
real insight into STEM, and helps you to make an 
informed choice regarding whether it is the right 
direction for you,  while giving transferrable skills like 
report-writing, referencing and teamwork, as well as 
other skills that are subject-dependent as, in my case, 
how to use a piece of specialist biometric software. 
 

Accreditation from this experience opens lots of other 
doors, and can be used to apply for lots of other 
opportunities, which all look great on a personal 
statement, mainly a CREST Gold Award and the Big 
Bang Fair. Some students have even been published 
alongside their placement provider for their cutting-edge 
research.  
 

I would encourage any student with an interest in STEM 
subjects to apply for a place next summer.  More details 
about the programme and how to apply can be found 
via the link below:           
 

https://www.nuffieldfoundation.org/students-teachers/
nuffield-research-placements 

Nuffield Research Placement 

Receiving my certificate with my student 
co-worker, Erica. 
 

 

Daniel Green - 13SSS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Card Competition
Celebrate Christmas at Nobel  

Design an entry for the Headteacher’s  
competition and create a Christmas card for 
the school using any media you like.

Winning entries will have their card design 
professionally printed. They will also receive 
a framed print of their design and a batch of 
their own cards to send to friends and 
family! 

Be inspired and CREATE!
Deadline for entries Monday 7 November
Hand in to the Art Department
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To provide ideas for any future designs through the 
mini projects or for their Year 13  NEA, year 12 
students are taken on a trip to Ikea and Refined 
Lighting in Milton Keynes at the start of their A level 
course.  Later, a trip to Harrods and the London 
museums also takes place, to broaden the students 
understanding of marketing, demographics and 
product placement and design features.    

 
“I found the trip to Ikea to be interesting. I was able to 
visualize and think of new designs or make 
improvements to an existing design. There was a 
design for a bedroom, kitchen, living rooms of different 
styles and colours, and pre-built scenes showing what 
your desired living space could look like. The shop is 
mostly tailored to families for the kitchens and lush 
living spaces, with the bedrooms being designed for 
both families with and without children. There are also 
shortcuts which were strategically placed between 
different areas, allowing the customer to travel 
between spaces to see differences between set ups. It 
also was intriguing how you could go into the 
furnished areas and open up all the cupboards and 
ovens to show how the kitchen would actually 
function.”             

 

Thomas Todd - 12MBS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“On this trip, we got to experience two different types 
of product advertising. Refined lighting focused on the 
individuality of each product, focusing on the shape, 
colour and design, ensuring that each was unique and 
manufactured to customer specification. In contrast, 
Ikea focuses on advertising products to a wide range 
of people. They focus on similarity and uniformity and 
do this by presenting their products in real-life 
situations such as living or dining rooms. It was great 
to be able to experience both bespoke and mass-
market retail.” 

Rebecca Kappler - 12MBS 

Product Design News 
 

“At refined lighting, the lamps were very eye 
catching. This was because there was 
nothing that was the same and everything 
was designed to the customers’ liking. There 
were chandeliers and LED strip lights that 
were all elegantly formed together to make a 
unique lighting structure of different colours 
and shapes.”  
 

Thomas Todd - 12MBS 
 

“This trip was a great experience on how a 
company uses clever marketing and layout 
to entice a customer to purchase their 
products. It also shows the customer how an 
entire kitchen/dining room, etc, might look, 
rather than just the table or lamp itself. 
During the visit to Refined Lighting, we saw 
how bespoke lighting fixtures could be 
designed and constructed for a customer. It 
was great to see the variety of shapes, 
sizes, and colours that they could customise 
in whatever way the customer wanted it.” 
 

Vinay Dholakia - 12MBS 
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Following on from the article in our last newsletter, we  
said farewell to our Spanish visitors with a celebration 
event in the auditorium.  As a thank you, each student 
was presented with a certificate as a memento of their 
time with us, and we hope they will take lots of special 
memories away with them too.   

Mr James Kay 

Head of MFL 

 

Spanish Students visit Nobel 
 

 

 

We are delighted to introduce you to our fifteen Y12 
students, who have recently been appointed as  
Science Ambassadors.  They will assist the science 
department in a range of activities and clubs and 
help to mentor and support the younger years. 
  

Very well done to you all. 

Mrs Amy Person 

Head of Science 

Congratulations to our newly-appointed Science Ambassadors 

Shadab Ali 12 RKI, 

Erica Buckwell 12 RKI 

Akosua Bugyei-Kyei 12 RKI 

Efaz Chowdhury 12 MBS 

Daisy Fennelow 12 PFT 

Maisie Goodyear 12 BLO 

Asiyatu Juma 12 BLO  

Julia Kubowicz 12 KKI 

Jessica McKerill 12 HON 

Millie Meehan 12 HON 

Damisi Oloniyo 12 RKI 

Rahman Omisore 12 MBN 

Zafeerah Rehman 12 BLO 

Charlotte Telfer 12 MBN 

Natasha Urrehman 12 BLO 

 

 

 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=OzmPwW09NQM&feature=youtu.be  

Feeding your Family for less With the cost of living continuing 
to rise, we  have come across a 
lady on social media who 
demonstrates how you might 
feed a family for £10 per week, 
with all ingredients purchased 
from Aldi.  We hope you find this 
link useful. 
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Last week, we saw the beginning of our inter-form 
sport competitions. Students will have the opportunity 
to compete in a range of sports over the year within 
their form groups to be crowned the inter-house 
champions at the end of the academic year.  

 
 

Students represent their form group and house, either 
Curie, Eliot, Mandela or Teresa with the total points 
collated to decide the overall winner. This term, the 
students have been competing in both football and 
netball matches at lunch times. It’s been fantastic to 
see all the students getting involved with mixed gender 
teams and staff members and students supporting 
their peers.  
 

Inter-form Sport 
Inter-form sport has allowed students to thrive 
in competitive situations over the last few 
weeks as well as developing their 
organisation, leadership and team-building 
skills. We’ve seen fantastic matches being 
played throughout all years, both highly 
competitive as well great sportsmanship 
shown by all. These competitions have been 
officiated by our year 12 and 13 students. 
These individuals have been fantastic role 
models to our students, and have been a 
credit to themselves and the school. 

Mr Louis Perry 

PE Teacher 

 

On Wednesday 12 October, the Nobel School U16 Table 
Tennis teams travelled to Barclay Academy for the 
Stevenage Sporting Futures Table Tennis Competition.   The 
Nobel squad competed against teams from Thomas Alleyne 
Academy, Barclay Academy and St John Henry Newman 
School. 
 

The four Nobel teams faced the local secondary schools 
where each team member was ranked and played their 
opposition member accordingly. Each match consisted of 4 
games with the number of points accumulated and games 
won added together to produce the final match score. Each 
of the teams played 7 matches, which led to a busy 
afternoon of competitive action! 
 

Nobel were the only secondary school to enter four teams 
for the same age category which meant more students 
could experience the competition and represent the school. 
 

A special mention must go to Nobel Team 4 (pictured) 
comprising off Harrison Lund, Harry Groombridge, Ellis 
Coker and Samuel Hince, who finished an impressive third 
out of eight teams, taking home the bronze medals. Well 
done to all of the students who represented Nobel superbly 
and did the PE department proud! 

Mr Regan Carolan 

PE Teacher 

Table Tennis Competition 
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Triathlon  

Fourteen Year 13 students took part in a triathlon on 
Thursday 13 October, raising sponsorship money for 
charities of their choice.  
 

When we left school at 0815 the sky was overcast and 
the mist was down but, by the time we arrived at 
Grafham Water, we were delighted to find that the sun 
had come out and the skies were clear. Students 
completed a 10-mile walk/run, the fastest group 
completing in just over 70 minutes. This was followed 
by three circuits around the lake on a mountain bike 
and then paddling 1800m around a course of buoys on 
the lake as the final leg of the event.  
 

The students arrived back at school at 17:30 
exhausted but extremely proud of their achievement. 
The group raised money for the following charities: 
 

Breast Cancer Care: 

h ps://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/forbreastcancer-deanvaughan 
 

UNICEF: 

h ps://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/gio-jan-joe-unicef-ukraine?
newPage=True 

 

They have so far raised £1,458 and the ‘just giving’ 
pages are open until the end of October, if you would 
like to be part of this fund-raising activity, please feel 
free to add to their pages. 
 

Mr Bob Lovelock 
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NOBEL SCHOOL PARENTS, STAFF 
and COMMUNITY BOOK GROUP  

Next meeting will be held in the Library, 
6:30pm, Tuesday 22 November 2022 

  The book to read is: 

 

 

Read all or part of the book, and  discuss it 
in a friendly informal group   

 

Contact: Rosalind Essakhi:  

01438 222600 or email: 

library@nobel.herts.sch.uk 

 
Library News - Black History Month 

During October, the UK celebrates Black History Month. 
  

Although Black History Month has been celebrated  
every February in the USA since 1970, it was not       
officially celebrated in the UK until 1987, when it was  
organised by the activist Akyaaba Addai-Sebo who, at 
the time, was the co-ordinator for special projects for the 
Greater London Council.  
 

The first Black History Month was celebrated only in 
London but, in the years since, the celebration has 
spread across the whole UK and is now celebrated    
annually throughout each October. 
 

This year the library is highlighting authors of colour. 
 

Please find the link to our Accessit Web App to reserve 
books on our BHM reading list:  
 
https://uk.accessit.online/thn03/?
serviceId=ExternalEvent&rlSn=15&rlKey=752874888 

Mrs Rosalind Essakhi 

Librarian 
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Enrichment Clubs 
Students from all year groups have been 
working hard in Health-Related Fitness Club 
every lunch time across this half term. Weekly, 
over 120 students have participated in the club 
across 5 sessions, with the Friday session 
open for girls only, with some very cool 80s 
music and lots of energy, the girls are running 
marathons,  cycling the Tour de France and 
rowing across the ocean.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The club is an opportunity for students to work 
independently or with their friends in the fitness 
room, using the specialist equipment available 
including rowing and running machines, squat 
rack and a whole host of free weights! 
 

It has been fantastic to see students so 
motivated to improve their physical and mental 
health, taking a break from working hard on 
their studies throughout the day. It has been 
particularly impressive to see students 
research a fitness plan ready to implement it 
during the club, choosing to focus on a certain 
area of fitness, for example muscle strength 
and endurance. 
 

Special thanks to Riley Jones, a Sixth Form 
helper, who has been fantastic working with the 
younger students. 
 

We look forward to welcoming new students 
and anyone would like to sign up to the health-
related fitness club, please do so via the clubs 
link on Arbor or speak to a member of the PE 
department. 

Action and Sci-Fi are the genre focuses for the Key 
Stage 3 Film Club this term, and we kicked off the 
academic year with Spielberg’s Ready Player One 
(2018). Led by Ms Kirk, Head of Film & Media, and 
supported by Sixth Form students, the club 
members learnt some of the key components of film 
reviews, as you can see in the following extracts: 
 

“Ready Player One is a sci-fi and action film and it 
definitely lives up to the genre. It is about a virtual 
reality game, called the Oasis.”  

 Lana-Grace Fountain 
 

“It is based on a book of the same name; the movie 
does have some content cut from the book but it 
retains most of the major plot points and is still 
brilliant.”  

Lucas Brace 
 

“We follow Wade Watts through the Oasis as he 
unlocks the mysteries of the keys.”  

Kirk-Sam Fountain 
 

“It was cool to see how the film switched between 
reality and the Oasis. I liked the film but didn’t like 
the kiss scene.”  

Hayley Tse 
 

“I love all the references of games and films.” 

Gabrielle Ryder 
 

“It deserves five stars.”  

Brandon Balaam 


