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From the Headteacher 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 

 

Over the years I have had pleasure in telling you 

about the school’s academic performance. We 

have celebrated Individual achievements and our 

improvements as a school. However, I cannot 

remember ever informing you of either attendance 

or behaviour statistics for the school.  
 

Our attendance has always been comparatively 

good. In the past our attendance has been 

pushing 96% - which is outstanding, and a great 

indicator of attitudes to school among our children 

and parents. We are incredibly grateful for your 

support on attendance as, unsurprisingly, there is 

a direct correlation between attendance and 

academic achievement. However, since the 

pandemic attendance has fallen to 93%, although 

we are well above the national average. Good 

enough to receive a national award for being in the 

top 25% of schools for attendance.   
 

Furthermore, it is worth remembering that we do 

not need to test for Covid anymore. Our guide 

should be the same as for any other respiratory 

illnesses, if children feel well enough, they should 

come to school. As a result, we would expect our 

attendance to steadily improve towards pre-

pandemic levels. Please do what you can at home 

to help us reach this target.  

Behaviour in the school is particularly good. 

Around 60% of students did not receive a single 

behaviour point for the whole Autumn term and, 

when it comes to suspensions (they used to be 

called fixed-term exclusions), we have far fewer 

than other comparable schools. In terms of 

national data, our suspensions were measured 

at 2.38 per 1000 students, the national average 

is 7.43 per 1000.  
 

We are constantly working to improve all our 

outcomes and currently supporting Y11 and 

Y13 in preparing for their GCSE, vocational and 

A level examinations, with revision timetables 

and extra lessons.  All of us at Nobel are aiming 

to improve.  
 

Finally, I wish you all a peaceful weekend and, if 

your children are involved in taking 

examinations this summer, take some time to 

ask them how their revision is going – it will 

make a significant difference.  
 

Take care and stay safe. 

 

Kind regards 

Martyn Henson 
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On Wednesday 8 February, the A level English 
literature and English language/literature students 
arrived at Nobel, where we started our journey to 
Paris. The coach journey was a lot of fun, 
especially the entertainment provided by Mr Dutt, 
but we were all relieved when we eventually 
arrived in Paris later that afternoon.  
 

First of all, we walked around Jardin des Tuileries 
and then we made our way to the iconic 
Shakespeare & Company book shop, where many 
of us purchased a book and a tote bag.  We then 
made our way to a local restaurant for dinner, 
whilst taking in some of the famous monuments 
such as Notre-Dame, the Louvre and some 
famous literary cafes. After dinner we headed to 
the hotel to check in and have a good night’s 
sleep.  
 

The next morning, we got up for breakfast and 
travelled back into central Paris to visit the Louvre. 
We spent 3 hours walking around the museum, 
enjoying pieces of art such as the Winged Victory 
of Samothrace and, of course, the Mona Lisa. 
Following on from that we went to a monument 
called the Panthéon where we were able to visit 
the crypt, where some very famous French figures 
are laid to rest. In the evening, we took a boat trip 
along the River Seine and, after dinner, we saw 
the Eiffel Tower lit up at night, which was definitely 
a highlight for all of us.  After the boat trip we ran 
to see the Eiffel Tower sparkling, which made a 
few students very happy, as this only happens for 
5 minutes every hour!  After taking some amazing 
photos, we headed back to the hotel to rest in 
preparation for our last day. 
 

 
 

A Level English visit to Paris On our final morning we went to the Arc de 
Triomphe, where some of us decided to take 
the 284 steps up, to take in the uninterrupted 
view of Paris.  After that, we went to Sacré 
Cœur, which is a very famous catholic church.  
Some of us went inside the church to admire 
the beautiful architecture and light a candle 
before enjoying some final views of Paris from 
the summit.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Before departing Paris, we had one final 
opportunity to buy some souvenirs, ice cream 
or go on the carousel (this only applies to 
Amellia). Once we had finished shopping, we 
got back on the coach and made our way 
back to Stevenage where we did some 
karaoke on the coach to end the trip on a 
high.  
 

We want to say a massive thank you to Miss 
Sinclair for organising the trip, to Mrs Phillips 
for all her French speaking and to Mr Dutt for 
entertaining us all. 
 

Amellia Lund 13GBE  
Charlie Groombridge 13BLK 
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February half term saw the eagerly awaited Ski 
Trip 2023 take place, with 122 students and 14 
staff members visiting Spain to take to the slopes.  
 
The coach departed Nobel School on Saturday 11 
February, at 7:30am, with everybody in good 
spirits, despite the 23-hour journey ahead.  
Making up good time, we arrived at the hotel 
slightly ahead of schedule on Sunday 12 February. 
After eating breakfast at the hotel, students had 
the opportunity to explore the local town, visiting 
the local supermarket and giftshops whilst taking 
in the breath-taking views. Having completed the 
initial tour, it was then time to head to the ski shop 
to collect all the equipment needed to start skiing 
on Monday. 
 
On Monday, the group headed to Port Áine Ski 
Station where they were put into groups, based on 
ability, and began to conduct their ski lessons with 
dedicated instructors.  It was fantastic to see the 
resilience amongst all of the students despite a 
fair few falls on the snow! After a journey on the 
ski lift, a well-deserved lunch was consumed 
before returning to lessons.  
 
By the end of the first day, all the students had 
completed the easier green runs with some 
students completing the trickier blue and red runs.  
Upon returning to the hotel, the evening 
entertainment was a quiz, led superbly by Mr 
Camp. The winning team received a £10 voucher 
each. By then, the journey and first ski session 
had caught up with the students, with everybody 
asleep before lights out! 
 
The following day, we returned to the Port Áine Ski 
Station for the final time. Students continued to 
face their fears and challenge themselves, which 
enabled them to progress onto the red and black 
runs, which were the trickiest of the resort due to 
their steepness and potential speed. A particular 
highlight throughout the trip was the way in which 
students supported each other whilst learning new 
skills.  The empathy, dedication and determination 
shown, enabled the students to move onto a more 
challenging resort. 
 

Ski Trip 2023 - February Half Term 
On Wednesday 15 February, having finished 
breakfast at the hotel, the group travelled to 
ESPOT Ski Station which was the final ski 
destination for the next two days of the trip.  
It could be argued that this was a more 
challenging resort with tougher green and 
blue runs, working up to red and black runs, 
which all the groups were completing by the 
end of the trip.  After another busy day of 
skiing, the evening concluded with bingo, 
with individuals battling it out to win a line 
and full house for gift vouchers. This was well 
received by the students and another 
fantastic way to unwind from a busy day. 
 
Having completed 24 hours of skiing, it was 
fantastic to be able to see all the students 
progressing from their initial starting point on 
the first day.  If you had asked any of the 
students on day one if they would be 
completing a red run by the end of day four, 
they would not have believed you!  But, at 
4:30pm on Thursday 16 February, all the 
students travelled down the steepest red run 
with gleaming smiles to return their skis and 
equipment to the coach for the final time. 
 
On the final evening, students were treated 
to a pizza from the local pizzeria, whilst Mr 
Camp and Mr Bell led an awards ceremony, 
which saw students and staff recognised and 
rewarded for a range of different categories, 
including:  most spectacular fall, best 
dressed skier, most supportive, most 
resilient, most lost items and best co-
translator! 
 
The coach departed the hotel on Friday 17 
February, finally arriving back to Nobel 
School on Saturday at 6:50am.  Even with 
the travel issues regarding strikes and 
delays, we managed to make good time on 
our journey home, taking the earlier ferry at 
Calais.  This was only made possible by the 
efficient way the students and staff made it 
through passport control, despite being tired 
and awoken from their sleep. 
 
 
 



Edition 11.09 4 

2 February 2018 
Edition 5.9 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Despite having students from across the different year 
groups, this was barely evident, which was testament 
to the way in which all of the students supported each 
other throughout the trip. The students were an 
absolute credit to themselves and to the school. We 
have been incredibly proud of them and what amazing 
Nobelians they have all been. 
 
The photo gallery from the trip can be viewed at the 
following link: Photos – Ski Trip 2023 
 

Mr Regan Carolan 
PE Teacher 

 

And the students’ view:  
 
On Saturday 11 February, some very excited students 
arrived at Nobel ready to tackle a 24-hour coach 
journey to Spain. Once we arrived, we had a chance to 
explore the town where we were staying and take in 
the beautiful scenery before getting all our ski gear 
ready for our first day of skiing.  
 
The following day we got up and headed to Port Áine 
ski resort, where we spent the first two days of our trip. 
Over these two days, everyone, from the beginner 
groups to the advanced groups, progressed so much 
with a lot of laughs and a few dramatic falls.  In the 
evenings we had a bingo night, quiz night and a pizza 
night along with some awards on the final evening.  
 
On the final two days, we went to another ski resort 
with some much harder slopes, which definitely 
challenged everyone, and caused more than a few 
bruises.  On Friday morning, we got up for breakfast, 
loaded up the coaches and then headed back to 
Stevenage all very tired but grateful for the incredible 
experience we had just shared.  
 
We want to thank all the teachers who gave up their 
time to come on the trip with us, we had the best time! 
 

Amellia Lund & Joshua Rutherford 
Year 13 

Ski Trip 2023 - February Half Term  
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 Year 7 were tasked with a research project, 

focusing on the life and works of William 
Shakespeare. For the past seven weeks, 
students have worked tremendously hard to 
research, review and present their findings in a 
range of creative ways, from interactive board 
games and models to delicious cakes! Students 
displayed their efforts in a museum lesson, 
showcasing their work and explaining to their 
peers their findings.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 Focus on William Shakespeare 

The whole class were so excited to show their 
hard work. Well done to all.   

Mr Sam Paul 

Second in English 

 

In November and December, the Year 7 students 
were tasked with filling toilet roll tubes with loose 
change to collect for a local charity and as a means 
of supporting our local community. 
 

The year group took to this with aplomb and very 
quickly we were inundated with lots of heavily filled 
tubes from each of our tutor groups. 
 

After extensive counting by our very able finance 
department, it can be announced that Year 7 
managed to collect an amazing £206.08! 

 

This money is to be donated to ‘The Living 
Room’ (https://www.livingroomherts.org/) a 
Stevenage based charity supporting people 
with mental health issues and addiction.  

 

We are very proud of the year group’s efforts 
in raising this money. 

 

Mr Matt Jones  

Head of Year 7 

Year 7 Fund-Raising 
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We are sure that most readers are aware of 
the recent media attention and focus on the 
rise in online popularity, and the recent 
incarceration, of Andrew Tate. We wanted to 
give parents some information so they can 
have an informed discussion with their 
children about why this man's views are so 
unsavoury, not in tune with modern times and, 
in particular, our Nobel Ethos. 

Similarly, below is a factsheet to help you and your 
child determine the validity of the increase in Fake 
News and online information. 

Andrew_Tate_parent_factsheet_2023_gxXq2hn.doc 
 

Fake_news_-_parent_factsheet Feb 2023.doc  

 

Nobel Safeguarding Team 

Staying Safe at Nobel 

Y11 Art Students visit The British Museum 

 
Dates for your Diary 

Monday 27 February - Friday 3 March:  Year 11 Mock Exams 

Monday 27 February:  FONS Meeting (7pm) 

Thursday 2 March:  World Book Day 

Wednesday 8 March:  Year 8 Parents’ Consultation Evening 

Friday 10 March:  Years 7 and 8 FONS Disco (7pm) 
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 The Hertfordshire Schools’ Cross Country Country 

Championships took place on Saturday 4 February 
2023 at Westminister Lodge, St Albans. 
 

Thankfully the weather was very kind to the 
competitors this year with clear blue skies and no 
rain or snow. 
 

In the first competition, Nobel’s Harrison Lund 
participated in the Inter-boys’ race.  Harrison made 
a great start to the race and kept up a good pace 
throughout.  Towards the end of the race Harrison 
looked very strong coming over the finishing line in 
front of a large number of competitors. 
 

In the second competition, Aubrey Murray was 
ready to compete in the Juniors race.  Aubrey also 
made a great start, with over 70 competitors, to get 
to the front.  He kept up a very quick pace and 
finished in 8th place, which means he will be going 
on to represent Hertfordshire in the next round. 
 

Both of the boys represented Nobel with such a 
positive manor and attitude.  Their parents also 
deserve a medal for their time and commitment to 
this sport each week. 
 

Thank you both to Harrison and Aubrey but also 
your parents. 

 

Mrs Jackie Saville 

PE Teacher 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Hertfordshire Schools’ Cross Country County Championships 
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Stevenage Sporting Futures Secondary Girls’ Futsal Competition 

On Monday 6 February, Nobel were very excited to 
enter three teams into the Futsal competition at 
Barnwell School. 

The U12 team (Ruby Whitby, Lily Jones, Erin Kassir, 
Lucie Pickett, Evie Dillnutt, Phoebe Probyn and 
Emily Grint) competed first, playing five different 
teams.  The ladies played some outstanding football 
with Emily Grint keeping the defence so strong and 
Ruby Whitby finishing as our top goal scorer. It was 
a very close competition with, I have to say, some 
very good talent from other schools.  I am sure some 
of these students will be in the England squad one 
day.  A great performance by Nobel and I am very 
proud of their team spirit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The U14 team were outstanding with a mixture of 
Year 8 and 9 students working together.  Tiyanna 
Towler-Meskano and Abi Iles were incredible in 
defence, keeping the pressure off our goalkeeper, 
Chloe Iles, who made some great saves when 
needed.  Elise Kennedy made some ferocious shots 
at the opponents’ goalkeeper and Sydney Teagle 
scored some great goals. 

Over all, a great competition for the team, which also 
included Ruby Read, Jessica Tomie, Rachel Bell, 
Sofia Turcescu and Sophie Baker, all coming away 
with a medal. 

 

The U16 team had an extremely tough 
competition.  Livvie Milton led in defence 
with Zara Engmann making some great 
saves, even though we didn't hear the end 
of it, especially how her fingers are still 
recovering!  They fought so well and came 
away with a medal for all of their hard 
work. A wonderful effort for a mixed team 
of Year 10 and 11 students, which also 
included Rebecca Bell, Lily-Mae Hadley, 
Isobel Matfield and Lucie Curtis. 

Very well done to all of our teams. 

 

Mrs Jackie Saville 

PE Teacher 
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MFL Celebrates Success 

On Wednesday 8  February, the MFL department 
were delighted to invite some of our incredible 
language learners this half term, and their families, in 
for a celebration breakfast, their achievements 
recognised with certificates, which were presented 
by Mr Henson.  

 

We would like to congratulate each of the students 
nominated for their outstanding work and attitude to 
learning last half term. We look forward to 
celebrating the future successes of all our students. 

 

Spanish 

Sumiran Jadhav (7C AMY) 
Ethan Hince (7C MGS) 
Jaydon Allen (7E ARD) 
Reuben Fraser (7E BPX) 
Poppy Izzard (7C MGS) 
Anastasia Loizides (9C RGY) 
Alyssa Alupay (9C RGY) 
Frazer Clarke (9E CWT) 
Thea Myles (9C RGY) 
Jacob Lane Forecast (9C AGT) 
Harrison Lund (10C STH) 
Ella Whitworth (13 CML) 

 

 

French 

Edward Visinar (7M JDT) 
Saeed Zuraara Mohamed Askarali (7M EHO) 
Leah Paternoster (7T EES) 
Leanne Lim Sam (7T KWY) 
Jacob Dickson (7T EES) 
Aminata Makalo (8T LLE) 
Ella Gordon (8T LLE) 
Lily Hopkins (8T JKY) 
Joshua Ebdon (8M NWS) 
Ethan Reeve (8T JKY) 
Isabelle Walker-Impett (10M RME) 
Tavonga Madamombe (11E PPI) 
Megan Dhliwayo (12 HON) 
 

 

German 

Divine Agbonogah (8E MPO) 
Trent Hildebrandt (8E MPO) 
Ava Gentle (8C JSS) 
Harley Reynolds (8C JSS) 
Jaedelle Lee-Dow (8C TDO) 
Ellie Hyams (9T RSI) 
George Sanders (9T JBT) 
Heather Moyle (9T RSI) 
Lucy Oakley (9T RSI) 
Dylan Challis (9T JBT) 
Daisy Allen (11E PCN) 
Millie Meehan (12 HON) 

 

Mrs Michelle Perez-Lotcho  

MFL Teacher 
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 On Monday 23 January, our Year 9 'Mock 

Trials' team attended Stevenage Magistrates 
Court to help with their preparations for their 
upcoming competition. 
 
The local heat (held on Saturday 18 March) 
will take place in a real court room and our 
team will be observed and scored by real 
Magistrates and Judges. 
 
Our team will compete against three other 
local schools, where we take on a mock case, 
with the charge 'being in possession of an 
offensive weapon in a public place'.   
 

Mock Trials The team will be split into two, where our 
prosecution team will compete against another 
schools' defence, and our defence team will 
compete against another schools' 
prosecution.  Although students will be scored 
individually for their roles as lawyers, witnesses, 
magistrates, usher, legal advisor, court reporter 
and artist, the scores will be combined to decide 
on a winning team. 
 
We are so proud of the amount of time and 
effort that these young people have put into the 
competition so far and we wish them the very 
best of luck at the local heat. 
 

Miss L Gant and Mr G O'Neill 
 

 

Punctuality 2023 

It takes approximately 21 days to formulate a 
new habit or routine and our Nobelian's have 
made our excellent enrichment offer, just one 
of their many great habits.  
 
Unfortunately, over the previous half-term we 
have seen that a number of our Nobelians 
have developed the undesirable habit of 
being late to their lessons, when it could 
completely be avoided. A young person is 
observed as late if the rest of the class have 
arrived in a timely fashion and the student 
arriving significantly after their peers, offers 
no reasonable explanation. The number of 
minutes they are late is then recorded on the 
register. 
 
Statistically speaking, a student who is 3 
minutes late per lesson, will accrue 15 
minutes per day/75 minutes per week. When 
we consider that students attend school for 
36 weeks per year, this equates to 2,700 
minutes or 9 days/45 lessons of lost 
learning ...... all for 3 minutes a lesson. 

This half term, we intend to address this 
issue and re-establish our habit of being 
punctual to lessons/school.  
 
The Heads of Year will be monitoring their 
year groups for minutes late to lesson very 
carefully; they will be assigning 
consequences to students with excessive 
minutes late, and students will be required 
to attend a 'Late to Lesson detention' on 
Monday after school.  
 
If a student has any pre-arranged 
conditions regarding the way they attend 
lessons outside of the norm, please rest 
assured, these remain in place. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 

 
Mr Carl Swendell 

KS3 Fundamentals 
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The Nobel Network 

 

 

 

 

NOBEL SCHOOL PARENTS, STAFF and 
COMMUNITY BOOK GROUP  

The next meeting will be held in the Li-
brary, 6:30pm, on Tuesday 7 March 2023 

  The books to read are: 

 

 

 

 

Read all or part of the books, and  discuss them 
in a friendly informal group   

 

Contact: Rosalind Essakhi:  

01438 222600 or email: 

library@nobel.herts.sch.uk 

 

On Tuesday 31 January, students once again 
benefitted from the support of the Nobel Network 
when ex-Nobelian, Nazmin Chowdry, came into 
Nobel School to talk to our current Year 11 
students. 

Nazmin is now a qualified healthcare solicitor for 
the National Pharmacy Association, a trade 
association, and representative for independent 
community pharmacists and, in May 2022, she 
was elected as a Labour party councillor for 
Bedwell ward, Stevenage Borough Council. 

Nazmin presented to the students how she 
developed during her time at Nobel school 
through her GCSEs and A levels.  She then talked 
about the process she undertook to train as a law 
graduate and what the universities were looking 
for when she applied to undertake her course.  
Nazmin then took the students through her 
experiences whilst going through her university 
course and then talked about the routes she 
undertook at BAR law school. 

Finally, Nazmin talked about the process she 
had to undergo to become selected as a labour 
party councillor. 

 

The students asked Nazmin some challenging 
questions and found the presentation very 
useful.  
 

A huge thank you to Nazmin for taking the time 
to visit, and to Barry Burningham, Co-ordinator 
of the Nobel Network, for all of the continued 
support. 

 

Mr Steve Howells 

Head of Enrichment 
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World book Day tokens for secondary schools 
are digital this year. Tokens were emailed to 
parents before half term.   

How to redeem your token 

Only ONE TOKEN can be used per transac-
on. 

¨ Token is for young person’s individual use.  
¨ Offer valid 16 February 2023 – 26 March 

2023 inclusive.  
¨ The book token barcode can either be 

scanned from your phone/tablet screen 
or printed out and shown in-store. Please 
check with your local bookseller before 
visi ng if they can accept the barcode on 
mobile devices.  

¨ The digital £1 book token cannot be re-
deemed online. 

Mrs Rosalind Essakhi 
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