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From the Headteacher

LPPA

Dear parents and carers
It's been a very busy week.

The year 12 parents evening on Wednesday
was a great success and thank you to all of
you who came along. Mr MacGuire and his
team are very pleased with the progress of
the lower sixth, as we used to call them. It's
not only academically that they are excelling,
we are absolutely delighted with the other
work they are doing around the school. For
example, on Monday and Tuesday, our
student guides and chaperones thoroughly
impressed the candidates for our assistant
head post, their conduct, knowledge and
feelings about our lovely school helped
persuade all the candidates that this was a
school they very much wanted to work in. It
is quite remarkable and heart-warming that
we had 42 applicants for this post. | wish we
had so many for physics or mathematics!

The post of assistant head has become
vacant because our dear colleague, Mr
Martin, is moving on to deputy headship in
Harpenden. David has been at the school
for five years and has had a profound effect
at Nobel. | will pay full tribute to him in a
further edition of Nobel News, suffice to say,
| shall miss him enormously.
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However, the school remains and all of
us are transient. What is important is
that we continue to grow, to improve
our reputation and to do our very best
for the children and families who we
serve.

Our new assistant head, Mr Sam Head,
is also a biologist and comes highly
recommended from  Sandringham
school in St Albans. He will start in
September and will be in charge of
progress and standards.

In the next edition of Nobel News | shall
concentrate on the remarkable
achievements of some of our Nobelians

outside of school.

Stay safe and have a lovely weekend

Warm regards
Martyn Henson
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Muddy Mayhem

Staff and students at Nobel braved the horizontal
rain and hail on Saturday to take part in Muddy
Mayhem and raise money for the Garden House

Hospice. At the last count, Nobelians had raised a
grand total of £417 between them and, it's not
too late to donate.

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Nobel-School-Muddy-
Mayhem-20207?

utm medium=email&utm source=ExactTarget&utm campaign=
20200222 114304
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An Insight into a Book’s Journey

On Wednesday 26 February, the Nobel School had
the pleasure to receive guest speakers, Rebecca
Smart and Pamela Afram, from the Biritish
multinational publishing company, DK. Rebecca
Smart, the managing director of DK, has worked in
publishing for over 25 years, having worked for the
likes of Ebury a division of Penguin Random House
and even assisting Meghan Markle with her charity
cookbook Together: Our Community Cookbook.
Equally successful, Pamela Afram, a project editor
in DK, has aided with the production of many
children’s books, working with Lego and Disney, on
books such as the Frozen sticker book.

As well as offering an insight into the world of
publishing, they offered students from year 10 and
the sixth form the opportunity to take a sneak peek
into the process of publishing a non-fiction book
with a related workshop. Our task was to redesign
and publish a cookbook named Fakeaway by Chris
Bavin. We were split into ten teams, each working
on a different activity related to a division that will
be involved when publishing a book. These
included: Digital Marketing, such as through social
media or audiobooks; Design, which involves
recreating a new front cover for the book; Sales
such as how the book will be advertised through
events, pitching the book to potential companies
and stores to place it on their shelves and rewriting
the synopsis in a more engaging manner. At the
end of the workshop we had to present our idea to
the rest of the teams.
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It proved to be a more challenging task than at
first glance - we had to consider factors such as
ways to make our idea appealing to a target
audience. It stretched our minds and became
quite an enriching experience - we learnt to look
at the book through different perspectives in order
to make our idea unique. For example, my team
was redesigning the book cover and, after looking
through the cookbook and realising it offered
recipes for foods from all around the world, we
decided to make the background of our cover a

After the activity, we had the chance to ask
questions about publishing generally. Both
Rebecca and Pamela recounted their journeys to
their position today. Pamela’s
especially inspirational, explaining how she
originally worked at the store, GAP, whilst
studying and, after splitting her shifts between
GAP’s marketing offices she
experience that jump-started her career, going on

story was

received work

to work for a television company and even across
the globe to Dubai where she aided the creation
of travel guides. She proved that you never know
where a decision will lead you and DK as a
company have stayed true to this, enabling
people with no degrees to come and work for
them as they value the individual skills different
people can offer more than just those written on
paper. The workshop gave us a unique and new
perception of publishing. It reminded us that we
are often very quick to judge a book we see on
shelves, however, the final product is all you ever
see. You never see all the work and planning that
occurs behind the scenes.

Sydney Igbinosa - 12CML
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World Book Day - Thursday 5 March

Staff and students at Nobel certainly threw
themselves into World Book Day on Thursday.

For a small donation, Sixth Form students were
permitted to dress up as literary characters for the
day. Money raised currently stands at £121.61 and
will be used to purchase books for children in
hospital. Well done to Y12 students Olivia
Skavydis, Chloe Monk and Georgia Saunders for

their fund-raising efforts. Students from 12 BLK dressed as Willy
Wonka, The Three Heathers and The
Mad Hatter

There were also some excellent examples of
decorated classroom/office doors; just a few are
pictured below. Well done to everyone for their
creativity and imagination. r

Olivia Skavydis, Chloe Monk and
Georgia Saunders

Year 12 student, Sitara
Aman, dressed as Mulan
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Nobel Robot Club

Congratulations to the Nobel Robot Club who took part
in the John Warner School Valentine Robot
Competition.

Three teams from Nobel entered and were up against
stiff competition.

Throughout the day, the judges talked to competitors
about their designs and were watching how the teams

performed, as well as making notes about the

" The girls’ team of 3126 A will take part in
competition progress.

the VEX National finals at the end of the
3126 B were recognised and awarded the ‘Judges’ month in Telford.

Award’ for design and teamwork. They particularly

e i

liked their ‘rack and pinion’ design.

b

The teams have really enjoyed taking part
in this year's competition and are looking
forward to May when details of the
2020/21 competition are announced.

Teams were asked to decorate their robot in a
Valentine theme.

3126 B and 3126 A were rewarded for their

preparation. They added an acrylic Cupid, hearts and Mr B Lovelock
LED lighting in red and pink. Each team received a

giant bar of chocolate as a reward.

Matthew O’Reilley, 7MMD, proudly shows
off the Judges’ Award
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Stevenage Music Centre, present...

Family Music Workshop

Come and  For all parents,
have some carers and
musical fun children aged

with ukuleles, 5T
led by )
Ellie Whitaker! No previous
experience
Ingtruments necessany.
provided!

Thursday 12 March 2020
6.00 — 7.00/pm

Stevenage Music Centre,
IMobel School, Mobbsbury Way, Stevenage,
I 0HS
£3 Per Person + Booking Fee

Places are limited, so pre-booking is essential

Book on:
-/ e eventhrite conk /s family-ukulels-wor

tickats-83483TETI09

How to support your child using GCSEPod (p P QLIIP
O O SO R B B Y|

What is GCSEPod?
GCSEPod is an award-winning expert in Subject Knowledge. We provide 3-5 minute bursts of audio-visual, teacher
written learning which can help to reinforce and consolidate key GCSE topics covered in lessons.

Experts read and explain everything clearly including all the right facts, quotes, keywaords, dates and diagrams on
screen

Tips & Tricks

= Wat ffline! Ask your child to download some Pods Lo their mobile device, this way they are free

expand their knowledge wherever they go.

. E F ts! Use the My Playlist area to create bespoke playlists on topics that they may find
ch g. Having a per lised playlist means your child has fast access to Pods that will help to fill in
knowledge gaps.

. e Favourites! Challenge your child to afavourite 10 Pods on topics they find difficult/challenging. Watch
the Pods together and use one of our other suggested learning techniques to help simplify what it is they're
struggling with.

- M :' Watch the Pods and then together write key facts, dates, diagrams and quotes Then test
their knowledge to see how much they remember.

d for

. port } w GCSEPod isn't just for revision, it's to help expand your child's subject knowledge. If
your child is struggling with a piece of homework, you can search for the topic on GCSEPod and use the Pods
as an additional resource.

Does your child know they have access to GCSEPod?

1f your son or daughter have already activated their account, they simply need to log in with the username and
password they've created.

If they've not yet activated their GCSEPod account, simply follow these simple instructions:

- -

[} »
L LN

COM

1 Goto www.gcsepod com

2. Click Login

. Click New Here? Getting Started

. Ensure they've selected they are a Pupil
Enter their personal details as requested

. Create a Username and Password

- TR

0.

L] GCSEPOD.CON INFO@ECSEPD € 0191 338 783
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Mayor’s Charity Concert
Our Environment
One World

Wednesday 11th March 2020
at the Gordon Craig Theatre, Tpm

= ] ’

Featuwring: Warriorz; Footwoerks; Martins Wood Primary Schools
Stevenage Music Services; Stevenage Primary Schools

Tackeats £5 jno concessions| avilable from the bex offios 04438 363200

artfordasing
L ]
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Dates for your diary
13 March - FONS Year 7 & 8 Disco,
7:00 - 9:00 pm

18 March - Year 10 Parents’ Consultation
Evenig: 3:15 - 6:30pm

3 April - End of Spring Term

20 April - Summer Term commences

www.thenobelschool.org




Nobel Network Support National Maths Challenge

The Senior Mathematical Challenge is a 90-minute, Recipients of Maths Challenge prizes this year
multiple-choice competition aimed at students were, James Paget and Erin Campbell in Year
across the UK. It encourages mathematical 12, both pictured receiving their prize from Mr
reasoning, precision of thought, and fluency in Henson. Year 13 recipients were Robert
using basic mathematical techniques to solve Phillips and Owen Wilson.

interesting problems. Most  questions

are accessible, yet still challenge those with more
experience.

Four students from years 12/13 are invited along to
the event which has multiple rounds testing the
above skills. Students enjoy being able to immerse
themselves in maths for the day whilst also

showing off their mathematical and problem solving

skills.

This year, one of our former students, Tony Morfett, ~ VWell done to the students concerned and our
has sponsored the book token prizes as a member ~ thanks to Tony Morfett for his generous
of the Nobel Network. Tony was one of the donation.

founding students in 1961, leaving the school in Barry Burningham - Nobel Network

1968. He worked locally putting his own maths
skills to great use designing satellites for the space

industry. Now retired and living in the Isle of Man, NOBEL SCHOOL PARENTS, STAFF

Tony visited the school recently and was impressed and COMMUNITY BOOK GROUP
with the attitude and work of the current students.

Next meeting will be held in the Li
His visit prompted this kind gesture to sponsor the 28 TMEEIT L

6:30pm, Tuesday 21 April 2020

prizes.
The books to read are:
FONS Years 7 & 8 Disco G et |
[~ The T
FONS are looking forward to the second year 7/8 Hcekccpcr
of

disco of the year on Friday 13 March. Students can
pre-purchase tickets for £2.50 or pay £3 at the door.
We will also have a tuck shop available during the
disco (coins and small notes appreciated).

Aléppo

F
-
-\-‘.’.l.

The next FONS meeting is on Monday 30 March 30

at 700 pm in the Nobel library. For more Read all or part of the book, and come to
information, please email discuss it in a friendly informal group - Contact:
friends@nobel.herts.sch.uk Rosalind Essakhi: 01438 222600 or email:

library@nobel.herts.sch.uk

Thank you for your continued support.
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Price Increases

In order to keep up with rising costs,
we are having to increase the cost of
food in school.

As from 20 April, the following new
prices will apply:

Main meal £1.75
Dessert £0.65

Sandwiches £1.90

Our food will continue to be of a very
high standard whilst still being the
cheapest in Stevenage!

Thank you.

Nobel Catering Team

ASpace
TobBe...

A Space To Be... is a wellbeing project for young people aged 14-18. Based in museums,
artists will use objects from the collection as inspiration for making art, poetry and stories.
This is not art therapy, simply a way to give young people who are stressed, anxious or
generally feeling low some time out in a friendly, safe and supportive environment. Most
impaortantly — they don't need any experience — everyone is welcome including complete

beginners. It is NOT a formal art class

The workshops are free and young people will take part in 9 sessions of 2 hours each | from
4. 30pm to 6.30pm working in groups of around 10. Pizza will be provided to ensure that
they don't go hungry! There is a little funding to get them home if that would be a barrier to

attending.

One of the venues for these workshops is Stevenage Museum where they start on

Wednesday 26 February. Young people can join up till week 3.
How do | arrange for my child to attend?
Please contact Jo Askham, Project Manager:

e: aspacetobeherts@qgmail.com.
m: 07746 578 292

A Space To Be... is managed by Herts County Council and funded by the National Lottery

Heritage Fund.
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The Mobel School

Mokbsbury Way, Stevenage, [SG2 0HS
Telephone: 01438 222600, Fax 01438 222606
http:/fthenobelschool.org

Required as soon as possible

SEND Officer

Full Time — 37 hours per week, term time only, plus 5 inset days plus 5 days*
(*disaqgregated to cover additional hours worked during term time)

Salary H3/4 depending on experience (actual salary £16,439 - £16,767)

The Nobel School is a very exciting and vibrant school with 1490 on roll, covering the full age and
ability range, the majority of whom continue their education into our flourishing sixth form.

We are looking for a SEND officer to work with SEMDCq as part of a professional team to
organise and support teaching and leaming activities for SEND students. The SEND Officer
provides specialist leaming support for students identified as having leaming difficulties,
including complex and multiple special educational needs, in a broad range of different
leaming situations and settings. The post holder also plans, organises and undertakes other
related duties to fully support and underpin the learning, personal and social development of
identified students.

The Nobel School prides itself on its excellent working relationships and caring environment.
You will need to be friendly, approachable, flexible, a good team player and hardworking, with
a good sense of humaour.

Mobel School is committed to safeguarding the welfare of all of its studenis and stafi. The
successful candidate will have to meet the requirements of the person specification in order to be
offered the post and will be subject o satisfactory recruitment checks, including an enhanced DBS
check and satisfactory references. We welcome applications from all suitably qualified individuals
regardless of age, gender, ethnicity or religion.

To apply, please contact Liz Maden, Head’s PA (HR@nobel.heris.sch.uk).

The closing date for applications is 11:59pm on Sunday 15 March 2020, and the proposed
interview date is TBC. Prospective candidates are encouraged to submit their applications
as soon as possible as the school reserves the right to close the advert should we feel able
to appoint an appropriate candidate.

bof £ o8 4 % b
SUPPORT YOUR CHILD ON THE PATH TO SUCCESS

Your child’s school has invested in the award winning resource,
GCSEPod, to help your child reach their goals! Join the thousands of
parents encouraging their children to use GCSEPod to support
learning, homework and revision.

“H found CCSEPod especlally

“The correlation
between success
and failure was made

almost 100% clear
the use of CCSEPod.

ateiey Sctoct

<& Proven to increase results
< 19 exam mapped subjects ——
<% Available online and offline

<% Audio visual content

<% Builds confidence

<& Use on the go, anytime, anywhere
For more information please visil we

1 TR INPIN

HOW T0 LOGIN

1) Go to www.gcsepod.com and click LOGIN
2] Click NEW HERE? GET STARTED!

3] Enter your child’s details and confirm the name of the school they attend
&) Create a username and password

[~ GCSEPOD.COM INFO@GCSEPOD.CON 0181338 7830
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