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From the Headteacher

LPPA

Dear parents and carers

We have made a purposeful start to the
academic year. Our changes to the key stage 3
curriculum are proving to be both academically

Please
knowledge
organisers for each subject and discuss with,

challenging and very stimulating.
continue to consult with the
and test, your children on their understanding.
As senior leaders we have been visiting every
lesson and class, and expectations are very high
across the school. Also, ask your child how they
have done in recent tests and encourage them to
review their own performance — our aim is to
encourage all Nobelians to work as hard as they
can. We’'ll do the rest!

It was Open Evening for prospective parents last
week. We were so proud of our school; it was
more crowded than any | can remember, and
there wasn’t an empty seat in the Leslie Rose
Auditorium for each of my three presentations.

As always, it was the Nobelians who stole the
show.  Our guides were nothing short of
fantastic, with hundreds of them coming along to
represent our lovely school — thank you for
allowing them to help us put on such a
memorable evening.
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| should also like to pay tribute to our
wonderful staff who represented our
school with expertise and enthusiasm.
Finally, special mention goes to Head
Girl and Boy, Himani Patel and Lee
Hughes, who spoke eloquently and with
real warmth about their experiences at
Nobel. Uma Thiruvilla and Daniel Hall
supported my
presentation and spoke so confidently.

from year 8 also

All four showed true Nobelian qualities
and we are very grateful and proud of all
of them.

Finally congratulations to Dawn Kenney,
one of our excellent teaching assistants,
who was nominated for a national
award and has Dbeen
successful. She was presented with her
certificate and flowers this morning.

teaching

Have a safe and restful weekend.

Warm regards
Martyn Henson
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World Challenge 2019 - Borneo

Over the summer Mrs Camp and | took 7 students
- James Marsh, Aaron Tebbutt, Saran Hoffman-
James, Sean Kerry, Alex Boxer, Taylor Ingles and
Thomas Rowe - to the other side of the world to
Borneo on a month long expedition with World
Challenge.

World Challenge offers student the opportunity to
learn and develop outside of a classroom and,
whilst into different
categories of trekking, community engagement,
conservation work and R&R, the students are
pushed outside of their comfort zones and take

charge of the entire trip.

the expedition is spilt

We landed in Miri and the students had to meet
with the in-country agent and plan the next 32
days in country. Whilst in Miri we experienced the
local street food and acclimatised ourselves to the
humidity and heat. We then set off for our
acclimatisation trekking in the Lambri Hills and,
although we had to get used to the heat, it was the
bugs that really tested us as everything, although
very beautiful in its own way, wants to eat you!

After two nights there we moved on to the Niah
Caves, which contain the first signs of mankind
with paintings on the wall depicting stories of
hunting and sailing. There was also an abundance
of bats and, as we walked further into the caves
the population of the bats grew, much to Mrs
Camp’s displeasure (Mrs Camp hates anything
with wings and the dark, and this had both).
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We then had the opportunity of a lifetime climbing
into a twin otter aircraft and flying over the jungle to
the next part of our expedition, the community
engagement phase in Pa’ Lungan, where we stayed
in a longhouse with a family and worked during the
day carrying water pipes for the community to use
to transport their water from the river to the village.
The days were long and tiring but we successfully
completed the tasks then set off on the first of our

treks, which was certainly very challenging.

We were to spend 4 night in hammocks, cooking on
open fires with no sign of civilisation for miles
around. Prior to this we were informed that “no
other school had attempted this walk for the past
year” and “the last group who did had to be
rescued”. Added to that it was monsoon season
and the country was also hit with a typhoon so you
can imagine how the trek was, and not helped
either by an attack of the leeches! We decided to
dig in and off we trotted and, despite all of this, we
completed the trek with very little complaining and
in record time. We then arrived at a village called
Lawas only to discover that our dry bags and
belongings were still in the village we started from,
resulting in frantic washing of smelly clothes and
buying of dodgy t-shirts. The resilience shown by
the students kept me going at times and this
fantastic experience is something that they can
draw upon in years to come.
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We then travelled through the countryside for 7
hours in the back of 4X4s to the capital city of
Kota Kinabalu, where we would rest for a couple
of days before taking on another trek. Here we
experienced some the tastiest street food | have
ever eaten; if you enjoy seafood then this was a
must.

We departed for the mountain and started one of
the toughest treks that World Challenge has to
offer. To get an idea of the difficulties of the trek,
two years ago | was lucky enough to climb to
base camp at the Annapurna circuit in the
Himalayas. There we went from around 2500
meters above sea level to 4001 metres above and
back down again in 11 days.

Mount Kinabalu is very different, we would be
going from sea level to 4095 metres and back
down to sea level in 36 hours. All the challengers
managed to get to base camp at around 3600
metres. However, due to illness, only 5 students
managed to get to the top. The trek was gruelling
and especially punishing on the knees, but a
wonderful achievement never-the-less, and the
sunrise at the top was spectacular.

Straight from the mountain, we had an 8 hour bus
journey to our conservation project and, after the
trek, | could hardly move getting off the bus.
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The conservation project in Borneo is hugely
important due to the mass illegal logging
happening to make way for palm oil plantations.
We were working on the Kinabatangan River,
which has the nickname the corridor of life,
because of the considerable wildlife,
certainly didn’t disappoint. Crocodiles, hornbills,
monkeys, wild boar and many more became part

which

of everyday life. Whilst there, we also bumped
into wildlife presenter, Steve Backshall, and I'm
not sure who the challengers were more excited
to see, him or the wildlife!

On the river we took part in a number of
conservation projects. The first initiative was
planting trees in the jungle. We had to clear an
opening and dig a hole to plant the young
saplings into the ground. Again the heat and the
humidity was difficult to contend with but the
students loved the work and planted 70 trees
which will, in time, become a nesting habitat and
food supply for orang-utans.
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We then spent day two cleaning out and weeding
a lake that will act as a network for wildlife. This
was extremely tough, as we had to de-root weeds
that had overgrown in the river and lift them out
soaking wet from a raft. Day three we were shown
the process of planting tree seeds and managed
to plant over 800 seedlings in 4 hours, a huge
success and our own Nobelian effort against the
battle of deforestation.
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From here, we started to wind down a little as we
started our rest and relaxation phase, and the team
had the opportunity to visit the orang-utan
rehabilitation and the sun bear rescue centre.

As a leader of many expeditions, it is not often that |
am left speechless but when an orang-utan was
within touching distance of the group, things really
did stop for a minute and the entire group of

challengers were in awe of what was happening.

This was an experience that | don’t think any of them
will ever forget, and a fitting finale to our adventure.
After a few shopping days back in the capital, we
started our journey home, for a well-earned rest.

| would like to thank The Nobel School for
giving me this incredible opportunity to visit so

many wonderful and interesting places but,
After working with World Challenge for the past 10

years and being lucky enough to lead on 11

most of all, | would like to thank all of the
challengers through the years who have made
these trips possible and for making so many
fantastic memories that | will cherish forever.

expeditions, sadly, this will be my last. | hand the
World Challenge baton over to Mr Philcox, who will
be travelling to India during the summer of 2020 and
| wish him every success, much enjoyment and

great satisfaction. Mr & Mrs Camp

European Day of Languages Other activities included registers being taken
in a different language, discussions about

words that don’t exist in English and students
teaching their classmates a different
language. Many thanks to all who participated
and made it a fun day for everyone.

Last Thursday the students and staff of Nobel
celebrated the European Day of Languages. There
was a quiz around the school in which many students
collected facts about learning languages. The
winners were Zara Engmann and Sophia Jami of
8EPCN who proudly took home some T-shirts for
them to wear on the upcoming German trip.

Special mention also to forms 7CCDE, 7TKPR and Mrs L Kite
7EZBE who had lots of very good entries too.
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Macmillan Coffee Morning L.

= — ) = W

) . . ' — " WORLD'SBIGGEST MACMILLAN @ -

Every two minutes someone in the UK is COFFEE 'cancer supporT ’
. . % MORNING RIGHT THERE WITH YOU .
diagnosed with cancer. . . ' . ", . . B : e
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I'm sure we all know someone who has been
affected by this awful disease.

Each year I'm genuinely touched by the generosity
Cancer has already taken the lives of far too

and kindness shown by staff who give up precious
ALY [PERIRtS ey Elel [ote), (Telieling LRl it time to bake cakes after a tiring day at work, or
who donate generously to support this cause.
Since it's launch in 1990, the coffee mornings
have raised over £200million for Macmillan and

last year alone this event raised £30million.

grandmothers and my grandfather.
When my mother was diagnosed with breast
cancer in 2012, | decided to get involved with
Macmillan Cancer Support. Macmillan is one of
the largest British Charities and provides financial

aid, specialist healthcare and information for This year Nobel raised a total of £167.13 and, next

RERRIE L Wiy cancer. year, we are aiming to expand the Coffee Morning

at Nobel and get our students involved so that

| started off street collecting on a Saturday with even more money can be made for this fantastic

some friends and a bucket in Stevenage Town cause.
Centre and, although it was successful, it was
pretty cold! Not long after this | became aware of
‘The World’'s Biggest Coffee Morning’ and

requested to host one for staff at Nobel... and

here we are seven years later!

Miss L Gant

English teacher

Dates for your Diary

10 October - One Chance Parents’ Information Evening, 6.00 - 7.00pm
11 October - FONS Disco for Years 7 & 8, 7.00 - 9.00pm

22 October - Post-16 Open Evening, 6.00 - 8.00pm

25 October - Break for half-term
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Moving on from Nobel - Where to our Alumni move on to?

As part of the work that | did last term setting up the
Nobel Network for former students, | completed my first
visit to a workplace to see where one former student
has moved onto.

Ben Marshall finished his degree in June 2018 and has,
for the past year, been working at HMRC in Parliament
Street, Westminster. In fact, Ben was selected to join
the fast track scheme for the civil service, a position
mostly occupied by privately educated individuals who
predominately Cambridge
universities. By the time that you read this he will have
moved onto the Home Office and be working for the
office of the Home Secretary.

attended Oxford or

During the visit | got to see the Chancellor of the
Exchequer’s office and the very window from which
Winston Churchill gave his VE day address. However,
the real purpose of the visit was to develop links with
former students and use these to benefit our current
Nobelians.

Ben described the civil service as, “the provider of truth
to government” and the people who ensure that
decision makers have all of the correct facts before
implementing the laws that impact on the public. He
and | both agreed that it was time that many more
government positions were occupied by state educated
students from comprehensives like Nobel. To that end,
| hope to use Ben and others to open up possibilities
for our existing students.

So, if you are a student, you have seen the
alumni posters around the school and you
want to know more about a particular
person’s job, drop me an email. If you are
reading our newsletter, you are a former
student and want to join the Nobel database,
or offer help, please email
nobelnetwork@nobel.herts.sch.uk

Mr Barry Burningham

Design & Technology - Robot Competition

The newly formed Robot Club saw three teams travel
to John Warner School in Hoddesdon on Saturday
28 September to take part in a VEX robotic

competition.

There were lots of students who had not been part of
a robot team before this event.

The teams showed real determination and acquitted
themselves well, forming a Nobel alliance for the
knockout stage of the competition.

=

COMPETITION

They learnt a lot and are looking forward to
taking part in more competitions this games
season. Look out for some photos of their

next contest!

Mr B Lovelock
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Being Prepared for Learning

The stationery shop is available in the
library at both break time and lunch time
every day and sells the following items:

Students should all have the following
equipment with them every day:

. Several blue or black pens suitable for

handwriting Rulers 15p
. Several HB and 2H pencils Pencils 10p
¢+ A pencil sharpener Pens 10p
. An eraser Erasers 10p
. A 30cm ruler Sharpeners 10p
¢+ A green biro for responding to feedback Glue Sticks 75p
¢+ A pair of compasses Plastic Book Covers 30p (Currently out of
¢ A protractor stock)
+  Coloured pencils Wallet Folders 10p
¢ Aglue stick File Dividers 30p

Compass 35p

All of this should be in a named pencil case. Protractor 10p
In addition students should also have the Thank you, as ever, for your co-operation
following with them on a daily basis. and support.
¢« A scientific calculator (The Maths

department recommend the Casio FX-GTX
classwiz which can currently be purchased
directly from them for £8.50)

¢+ Areading book

¢+  Their planner (issued by the school)

Having the right equipment speeds up the
organisation of lessons and provides more time
for learning. Please help your child to stay
organised throughout the year by regularly
checking their equipment and replacing items Deputy Headteacher
before they run out.

Mrs N Rose
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Friends of Nobel School (FONS) News

Friends of Nobel School (FONS) is off to a 100 Club Draw
great start this year with a number of new

_ , _ July 2019
faces at our first meeting of the year. There is
renewed energy and enthusiasm for what we st N Pedder No.50  £30
can do to help support the students and staff at ond 'S Marshman No.25 | £21
Nobel.
August 2019

Our first event of the year is the Year 7 & 8
Disco, which is next Friday, 11 October,

1st N Pedder No. 58 £30

from 7.00 - 9.00pm. Students can pre- 2nd | B Cox No.21 | £21
purchase tickets for £2.50 or pay £3 at the September 2019

door. We will also have a tuck shop available

during the disco (coins and small notes st | CWatts No.53 1£30
appreciated). 2nd |M Cove No.34 £21

Our next meeting will be on Monday 25
November from 7.00 - 8.00pm in the school
library and we would love to see you there.

The 100 Club costs just £2 a month for a
number in the draw, with 50% of proceeds being
paid out as prize money and 50% going to

If you have any questions or need any more FONS funds. Please email
information about any of our events, please friends@nobel.herts.sch.uk for more information.

email friends@nobel.herts.sch.uk

Thank you for your continued support.

National Teaching Assistant Award

Mrs Kenney was presented with the National Teaching
Assistant Award today at Nobel. She was nominated by
her SENCo for her dedication and passion for ensuring
that all students, regardless of background and ability,
are encouraged to meet their full potential. Over her 15
years at Nobel, Mrs Kenney has adapted her role and is
currently responsible for identified students being given
appropriate exam access arrangements. This is a new
role and Mrs Kenney has gone above and beyond,
undertaking training and guidance from the school’s
Exam’s Officer and liaising between the Specialist Exam
Assessor, the Exams Officer, Head of Year and the
students themselves to ensure the right access is given

at the right time. We would like to take this opportunity
to congratulate Mrs Kenney for being recognised for her
hard work and commitment.
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London to Bath - we made it! Doing so by bike was not as difficult as we had
thought and it certainly boosted our sense of well-
being. | would urge you all to dust off the old racers
and mountain bikes and get riding.

As many of you will remember, | started my
retirement by cycling with my friend to raise

money for the Alzheimer’s Society. To date,
our justgiving page, ‘Barry and Gary’s Big Bike Of course, choosing to ride along canals meant that

Ride’ has raised £560 and we wanted to thank W€ were guaranteed a reasonably flat route (most of
everyone who supported us. the time)! We visited Hampton Court Palace,

Greenham Common nuclear bunkers and the flight

For both of us, it was confirmation that we i
of 29 locks at Devizes - thankfully down them!

needed to get fitter in retirement, but also a
reminder that there are many beautiful and Clad in Lycra, we arrived in Bath just in time to
quiet places to discover in the UK. experience the Jane Austen celebration weekend

where hundreds of people were in period costume.
As you can imagine, we looked somewhat out of
place! All in all, we have helped our own mental
health and raised some money for a fantastic
charity; job done. Or so | thought. Apparently there
is a Liverpool to Leeds canal with our name on it!

Thank you again for the good wishes and donations.

Barry Burningham

NOBEL SCHOOL PARENTS, STAFF and

ASO sz, qS nod” COMMUNITY BOOK GROUP
: o & : e e Next meeting will be held in the Library,
Iy / bl
SLICIE S NI R N RO 3 6:30pm, Tuesday 15 October 2019

SUPPORT YOUR CHILD ON THE PATH TO SUCCESS The book to read is:

Your child’s school has invested in the award winning resource,
GCSEPod, to help your child reach their goals! Join the thousands of r P of
parents encouraging their children to use GCSEPod to support ~
learning, homework and revision.

“Ifound GCSEPod especially
ko Yconpl = “The correlation

" between success
mﬂ;ﬂ:ﬂ" and failure was made

almost 100% clear by
gm::p‘:::.! n':::'mn = the use of GCSEPod.”

Student Vateley School

< Proven to increase results
< 19 exam mapped subjects —
< Available online and offline e = -9 reweuin @ crassics
< Audio visual content

<& Builds confidence Eokl gi BRAM STOKER

<& Use on the go, anytime, anywhere

For more information please visit www

HOW T0 LOGIN:
1) Goto ‘, d.com and click LOGIN Read all, or part of, the book, and come to discuss

S FRCKNEIHEREHOST STARTES it in a friendly informal group - Contact: Rosalind

3) Enter your child’s details and confirm the name of the school they attend

4) Create a username and password Essakhi: 01438 222600 or email:
BCSEPOD.CON 571 INFOG@GCSEPOD.CON & 0191 338 7830 library@nobel.herts.sch.uk
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