


What is Supercurricular
engagement?
 Activities related to your studies
 Further exploration of the subject, beyond 

what is in your school specification
 Demonstrates genuine interest in the subject
 Helps develop your research skills
 Develops analytical reading skills
 Broadens your subject knowledge
 Demonstrates that you can work 

independently and are highly motivated



A word on analytical reading

 Reading must be critical = you must interact with 
the material you are reading

 Always read with a pen and paper by you, ready to 
make notes

 Summarise the argument – could you give a 
distilled account of the argument to another 
person?

 Ask yourself - What is the supporting evidence and 
is it reliable & valid?

 Reflect on what the flaws in the argument might 
be; how might this argument be challenged?

 If you are unsure – read more.





The University of Cambridge
 http://www.myheplus.com/









https://www.futurelearn.com/



https://www.futurelearn.com/





Try Something New….



Take a deep dive!
Dr Catherine Sumnall & Dr. Carlone Burt, Cambridge 
Admissions Tutors

 Better to go in depth in a topic you are 
interested in than take a splatter gun 
approach….but don’t have only 1 
interest.

 Get used to discussing your work with your 
peers – use tutor time to discuss what you 
have been reading

I’ve been 
reading….and 

it argues….



Supercurricular:  specific examples



Cambridge Masterclasses 

 https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.a
c.uk/events/masterclasses



Oxford University




