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From the Headteacher
Dear parents and carers

| hope that all Nobelians had a restful half-
term holiday — it was well-earned; students
and staff have been working hard and
highly productively since returning from the
summer break. We are particularly
delighted with how year 7 and our new to
Nobel students in the sixth form have
settled in - well done to all concerned.

Since September, the school has been part
of a prestigious Herts for Learning project,
designed to raise standards across
Hertfordshire schools. Nobel was
successful in its application to join ‘Great
Expectations’ along with another 27 ‘good’
or ‘outstanding’ infant, primary, secondary
and special schools across Hertfordshire;
places on the project were very limited - we
were delighted to be invited.

The initiative involves seminars, talks,
school visits and case studies, with the
final aim being the publication of a book,
which can be used as a guide to other
institutions, tracing good practice across
Hertfordshire. We hosted our
‘hub’ (headteachers and deputies from 3
other schools) two weeks’ ago and the
feedback that colleagues from other
schools gave on Monday was truly
wonderful. They were glowing about the
behaviour and fortitude of our students and
the professional and caring staff. We knew
this anyway, but it's great to hear it from
someone else!
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One common theme from all schools was the
issue to do with ‘expectations’ - student, staff
and parents, are pushing our young people to
achieve their very best. | still think if we work
together - school and home - we can push our
young people to do even better. If we settle for
good, we will never achieve great and |
genuinely believe that some of our students are
capable of more but haven’t properly realised
their potential.

We are going to be focussing on this over the
coming weeks and months so that ‘stretching’ all
students is at the heart of all our lessons. If you
are interested in looking at this in more detail |
recommend ‘Great Minds and How to Grow
Them’ by Deborah Eyre (who spoke at the latest
‘Great Expectations’ session) and Wendy
Berliner. It is available on Amazon and has lots
of handy tips for developing thinking skills with
children in school and at home.

On another note, there is an exciting opportunity
for a parent governor at the school. If you are
interested, please contact me
head@nobel.herts.sch.uk for more information.

Finally, may | take this opportunity to remind you
that 29 November is a training day and that 30
November is an ‘occasional day’, therefore
school will be closed to students on both days.

Have a great weekend.

Warm regards

Martyn Henson
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Nobel Thinks - Hope Bretscher, University of Cambridge

On Thursday 8 November, Hope Bretscher from
the University of Cambridge visited the school to
give a talk about her research on solar power
and attempt to answer the question ‘What is
stopping us from using it on a large scale?’

Hope Bretscher is currently conducting her PhD
and, before that, she completed a first degree
and masters in Physics and Human Rights law.

Hope began by showing this image of the solar
farm on the roof of our school — which some of

our Year 10 students will visit before Christmas.

Hope then gave an interesting talk which delved
into the physics behind solar power and the
limitations behind existing technology. She
showed that, with existing technology, it was
unlikely that we would be able to make the
panels more efficient or cheaper and therefore
new developments were required.

Hope also talked about the exciting research
she is doing to create a coating which could be
applied to existing solar panels to make them
generate more power from the same amount of
sunlight.

Hope finished her talk by discussing the
importance of attracting students to study
science. Her talk was very inspirational and
some

provoked discussions

afterwards.

interesting

Dr M Mienczakowski

Science Teacher

Nobel Thinks at Christmas!

The Nobel Science Teachers

Thursday 6 December 7:00pm
The Nobel School

Tickets (free) available from the Science Faculty Office

PN WY

Join us as the Nobel Science Teachers answer such Christmas related questions as: “Can you
really see your neighbour’s Christmas lights from space?”, “How can you make living Christmas
tree decorations?”, “How can we make Christmas crackers just a little bit more exciting?” and

much more!

Edition 6.05

Nobel Thinks!

Excellence inEverything
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Friends of Nobel School (FONS)

Please keep an eye out at the end of the month for
a book of raffle tickets coming home with your child/
children. This year’s Christmas and New Year raffle
features some great prizes and tickets are just £1
each, with five to a book.

Last year we sold over £2,000 worth of tickets, and
it would be great to beat this total.

There will again be prizes for the individual and the
form that sells the most — more details in the next
Nobel News.

100 Club winners - October 2018:

1%t | T Walsh No 99 |£30

2" | S Bailey No 12 |£21

The 100 Club costs just £2 a month for a
number in the draw, with 50% of the proceeds
being paid out in prize money and 50% going to
FONS funds.

For more information on this or any of our
events, or if you think you might be able to help
out on the Committee, please email
friends@nobel.herts.sch.uk.

Thank you for your continued support.

Logic Puzzle

The Land of Zog

In the small country of Zog, each person owns
one and only one car. Every car's licence plate is
different and each one contains only one letter
and one one-digit number including zero. How
many people live in the land of Zog, assuming
every licence plate is used?

Solution on page 7
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Christmas Card Competition
Winners

Congratulations to Sophia Collier (9M SHS)
and Hanoona Mohammed Askarali (7C ITR),
for winning this year’'s Nobel Christmas card
competition.

Their winning designs are featured below and
very festive they look too!

Well done to you both.
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NOBEL SCHOOL PARENTS, STAFF and
COMMUNITY BOOK GROUP

Next meeting will be held 1n the Library, 6.30pm
Tuesday 15 January 2019
The books to read are:

The Tattooist of Auschwitz
Macbeth

Read all, or part of, the books, and come to
discuss it in a friendly informal group

Contact: Rosalind Essakhi: 01438 222600 or
email: library@nobel.herts.sch.uk
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Houses of Parliament

| was lucky enough to be invited to The Houses
of Parliament by Stevenage MP, Stephen
McPartland, as a reward for my work with a local
charity. | was honoured to be invited back to
complete a month of work experience, assisting
his team with policy and casework. | was
responsible for replying to and liaising with
members of the public about specific changes in
the law. The experience was a once in a lifetime
opportunity which offered an insight into the
effects of law-making and has made me excited
to continue my endeavours into a legal career.

Ella Acton

Year 13 student

Ella pictured with Stephen McPartland MP and
last year’'s Head Boy, Jordan Dutt
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Word of the Week - WOW!

lis for... invoke

verb

. Call on (a deity or spirit) in prayer, as a
witness, or for inspiration

. Summon, call (up), bring, conjure (up)

"she was walking in a circle as though invoking

the spirits of the place"

synonyms: pray to, call on, appeal to, plead
with, supplicate, entreat, solicit, beseech, beg

DE: anflehen, aufrufen
FR: invoquer
ES: invocar, alegar, evocar

J is for... juxtaposition

noun
The fact of two things being seen or placed
close together with contrasting effect

"the juxtaposition of these two very different
images"

DE: das Nebeneinanderstellung
FR: juxtaposition
ES: yuxtaposicion

Sudoku puzzle

Instructions

. Place 1 - 9 once in each row

. Place 1 - 9 once in each column
. Place 1 - 9 once in each 3x3 box

. Complete the 'sum cages' such that
the total of the numbers in each
cage is the number stated at the start
of that cage

You are not allowed to repeat any numbers
within any sum cage

Solution page 7
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Eco-Club@Nobel - Go Green, make an Impact!!

The Eco-club is launching ‘Switch off Fortnight’
commencing on 19 November and running
through to 3 December. This is a two-week
campaign to raise awareness of the energy we
use, and waste, in our everyday operations at
Nobel.

Climate change is the greatest challenge of our
lifetime. It is largely a consequence of
greenhouse gas emissions from burning fossil
fuels. Most of our energy, e.g electricity, is from
fossil-based fuels.

We don’t have to stop using electricity in order to
reduce our carbon footprint as a school but we
could all be smarter about how we use it and not
waste it. Consider the little ways each and every
one of us could save energy, thus reducing net
emissions.

At school you could help by turning off
computers instead of leaving them on standby
(especially in the 6th form area), turn off lights
when there is enough lighting during the day or
when you leave a room.

At home, you can check that your family aren’t
using any old style lightbulbs too, as these waste
energy more than newer style energy-efficient
lights. You can also check that devices are not
left on standby.
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You will amazed by evidence from the Energy
Saving Trust, which shows that leaving your TV
and games consoles on standby could add an
extra £80 a year onto your home’s energy bill!
Other little things you could do at home include
not overfilling the kettle (only boil the amount of
water you need each time), and putting lids on
pans when they're bubbling on the hob, as
they’ll boil quicker. When buying new
appliances, like a washing machine or fridge —
remind your parents to look for energy efficient
models. Don’t leave kitchen appliances — like
juicers, mixers, the kitchen radio, etc. — in
standby mode, as this still uses power!

The Eco-club will be auditing classrooms and
shared areas to see if any appliances are left on
while not in use, with a second audit taking
place at the end of the fortnight to see if
everyone has taken on board the message and
saved energy.

It is important to note that the two week
campaign is not an end in itself but will,
hopefully, usher us into an era where we all
make a conscious effort every day to make that
little change in conserving energy.

E

O

Club

Mr Z Ncube

Science Teacher
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How to support your child using GCSEPod $ ' ﬁ

J X0 O ST S N A RN 3

CCSEPod is an award-winning expert in Subject Knowledge. We provide 3-5 minute bursts of audio-visual, teacher
written learning which can help to reinforce and consolidate key GCSE topics covered in lessons.

Experts read and explain everything clearly including all the right facts, quotes, keywords, dates and diagrams on
SCreen.

Tips & Tricks

* Watchonline or offline! Ask your child to download some Pods to their mobile device, this way they are free

expand their knowledge wherever they go.

o [Create Plaglists! Use the My Playlist area to create bespoke playlists on topics that they may find
challenging. Having a personalised playlist means your child has fast access to Pods that will help tofill in
knowledge gaps.

s Use Favourites! Challenge your child to a favourite 10 Pods on topics they find difficult/challenging. Watch
the Pods together and use one of our other suggested learning technigues to help simplify what it is they're
struggling with.

s Memary Cards! Watch the Pods and then together write key facts, dates, diagrams and guotes. Then test
their knowledge to see how much they remember.

Top Tip* Turn it into a competition and reward your child for correctly answered guestions. If you're stuck on
what guestions to ask your child then head over to our ‘Quiz your Child” docurment.

s Support Homework! GCSEPod isn't just for revision, it's to help expand your child's subject knowledge. If
your child is struggling with a piece of homework, you can search for the topic on GCSEPod and use the Pods
as an additional resource.

Does your child know they have access to GCSEPod?

If your son or daughter have already activated their account, they simply need to log in with the username and
password they've created.

If they've not yet activated their CCSEPod account, simply follow these simple instructions:

Go to www.gcsepod.com
Click Login

- L]
Click New Here? Getting Started j { R 2
Ensure they've selected they are a Pupil T [
Enter their personal details as requested F
Create a Username and Password

DA F e

GOSEPOD.COM INFO@GCSEPOD.COM & 0191 336 7830

soundbitelearning LK Ltd, & Charlotte Square, Mewcastle upon Tyne, NEL 4XF Registered in England & Wakes [registered number 05921961). VAT numbear: GB 916 2867 21

Dates for your Diary
19 November - Year 9 Options Information Evening
29 November - School closed for INSET day
30 November - School closed for occasional day

19 December - Presentation evening for last year’s Y13 leavers
20 December - Nobel Christmas concert 6:00 pm
21 December - School closes for Christmas break 12:45 pm
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Supporting your child through KS3 — Year 9

The first report home to parents regarding progress in school is imminent. As a parent, you are your
child’s most important educator and research shows that parents who are actively involved with their
child’s learning help their children to achieve more too.

Parental support is crucial to the success of students' learning, and is very much welcomed and
appreciated by teachers. Indeed, the importance of parental engagement in students' learning cannot
be overstated.

One way in which parents can help - easily and immediately - is by encouraging students to think
differently about their learning, and this begins by speaking differently about their learning. The
language used at home to discuss learning is as important as that used in school. Classroom
teachers are acutely aware of the value of asking probing questions to challenge students to think
hard about their learning, and parents are encouraged to adopt this practice at home.

Examples of questions to ask students at the end of their school day are;

- What did you find difficult today?
- What did you manage to improve?

The responses to these questions can open up a useful dialogue about your child's learning, and help
students understand that learning is something to be thought about and talked about - and something
that everyone can, and should be encouraged to, get better at.

New KS3

KS3 has changed significantly over the past few years and The Nobel School has worked on a new
system of assessing students throughout KS3. Nobel’s training group model informs students and
parents of the student’s current working level but this is only meaningful when used in conjunction
with success criteria. Each faculty has developed success criteria for each training group within their
subject so that students can identify what they have been successful with and what would be the next
steps to improve or progress. Success criteria for all subjects can be found on the school’s website
and can be accessed by selecting the relevant subject form the curriculum tab. This resource can be
used to support the dialogue you have with your child regarding their current progress and next steps.

Resources

As well as the resources found on the schools’ website there are a number of other resources that
can be used to support your child with their studies.

www.showmyhomework.co.uk View all the details relating to homework - completion time, due date
and additional resources.
www.samlearning.com SAM Learning offers online revision and exam practise for KS3. A great

resource to consolidate learning that has taken place that day or that week. Used regularly it has
proven to improve progress made by students.

www.bbc.co.uk/education Known as BBC bitesize. A useful website to get clear explanations of the
knowledge and skills covered at KS3.

www.mymaths.co.uk Interactive lessons, games, and worksheets to support maths learning

Mr David Martin

Assistant Headteacher
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