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Rita Mukwahuri; Jaden Navjee and Georgia 

Nicholls 

Celebrations 

Amy Barrett; Elisabeth Gross; Martha 

Nyakumba and Phazilah Rehman 

Project management 

Juliette Georges and Alex Terrett 

And finally competitions manager, Luke Taylor. 
You have all been tireless workers and 
fantastic role models – fine Nobelians! 

Although they have a very difficult act to follow 

I’m very confident that our new team will build 

on this success. 

 

The seven young people that we interviewed 

last week for the positions of Head Boy and 

Head Girl were all tremendous  - lovely 

students, all of them. 

Well done to Euan Robertson, Minal Karadia 

and Lucy Rodgers on making the shortlist. All 

of you were very strong candidates and they 

will all have senior roles on the Senior Student 

Team. However, next year’s heads and 

deputies will be: 

Head Girl - Laura Clark, A levels in Product 

Design, Sociology, Philosophy and Ethics 

Head Boy - Jordan Dutt, A levels in English 

Literature, Biology and Theatre Studies 

Deputy Head Girl – Jade Bolt, A levels in 

Chemistry, Biology and Geography 

Deputy Head Boy – Jack Hare, A levels in 

Sociology, Economics and History  
Well done and I look forward to working with 
the new team – good luck! 

Warm regards 

Martyn Henson 

Dear parents and carers, 

 

Our wonderful Year 11 and Year 13 students 

are working hard towards their examinations, 

these will start in a couple of weeks and their 

teachers are cautiously optimistic about this 

summer’s results. We know that, on the whole, 

students have taken every opportunity to hone 

in on areas of weakness identified by the mock 

examinations, but whatever happens over the 

next few weeks, I must pay tribute to the hard 

work, dedication and care displayed by the staff; 

true Nobelians, each and every one of them! 

 

In some ways it is a sad time of the year. 

Students who have been at the school for five or 

seven years are preparing to move on. Around 

70% of our Year 13s will be going up to 

university in September; the other 30% will be 

following a variety of career-based pathways, 

including apprenticeships and employment. We 

pride ourselves on the fact that all our students 

have a plan, but the fact is that they are leaving 

and we miss them all. I should like to pay 

particular tribute to our wonderful Senior 

Student Team and then to take this opportunity 

to introduce the new team. 

 

First of all, thank you to James Marshall and 

Emma Bull who have been fantastic student 

leaders. Both of them have been tremendous 

ambassadors for the school – we were all really 

moved by the warmth they showed at our Open 

Evening and the lovely speeches that each of 

them made. James and Emma were ably 

supported by deputies, Alfie O’Brien and Jayme 

Younger. The other members of the Senior 

Student Team were: 

 

Community and events 



Sports	faculty	update	for	the	Easter	term	
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It was a very successful term for our sporting 

teams. All the football teams performed very 

well in the district cups achieving the following 

results – 
 

Year 7  won 4 out of 5 games and then played 

in the district final against Greneway School on 

Monday 27 March and won the game 3-1 with 

Thomas Lavel- Davies scoring three goals. 

They also  won the district five aside 

tournament which is excellent.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 won 5 

games and lost one and came second in the 

league on points difference. They played JHN 

in the district final on Tuesday 28 March at St. 

Christopher School against John Henry   

Newman School. In the county cup the year 8’s 

achieved getting to the quarter finals but were 

knocked out by Tring School. 

 

Year 9 – came fourth in the district league 

winning three games and losing two 

 

Year 10 – year 10 came fourth winning two 

games and losing two. 

 
 

The Senior boys pictured below won the 
district five side tournament. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The boys are from left to right – Karl 

Osborne, Michael Fafore, Kit Brown, Evan 

Rwezaura,Fikayo Ifarajimi,  Ayoola Abe, Luke 

Taylor 

 

Cricket 

I am pleased to inform you that the  U15 girls 

cricket team won the LadyTaverners Indoor 

festival  at Hertfordshire University. 

 

They beat Hockerill School in the first game, 

lost to Tring then beat Beaumont.  These 

results put us through to the final to meet 

Tring again.  The students played an 

outstanding final to win on the last bowl by 

one point. – Well done girls 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The girls are from left to right –Vanessa 

Wright, Alyssa Butterfield, Ella Smith, Holly 

Grace, Megan Wood, Niamh Bailey, Pheobe 

Maidment, Eloise Males and Adara Bailey. 

 

Basketball Teams 2017 

This year the basketball teams have 

performed very well with all teams competing 



PE	continued	
well in the league. This year the PE department 
have run a basketball ball club every Friday 
after school and this has had a huge impact on 
the teams’ performances. Over 40 students 
attended this club which has been excellent and 
this has improved the performances of the 
school teams in every age group. All teams 
gained promotion to division 1 which is an 
excellent achievement. 

This is the breakdown of each age groups 
performances this year – 

Year 7 - won 4 out of 5 games losing to the 
winners of the league this year Greneway 
School. The year 7’s have played brilliantly all 
year – well done. 

Year 8 – won all their games and achieved 
promotion to division 1 which is excellent. 

Year 9/10 –  Won all their games and again 
achieved promotion to division 1. Well done. 

Mr Howells 

Director of faculty 

Language	learners	for	...	

Nobelian	takes	gold	and	becomes	National	Cup	Champion	

  
            

 

MARCH/APRIL	2017	

Year 7 :   Jake Sutton  7 C ESE for German 

Year 8 :  George Marshman  8 C DMV for 
Spanish 

Year 9 :  Sebastian Sabine  9T GBE for 
French 

Year 10 : Molly Cave   10T BGZ for Mandarin 

Year 11 : Danielle Atkinson  11 M LSE for 
French 

Year 12 /13 :  Katie Doggett   12 E MMN  for 
Spanish 

 

Mrs Gothelf 

Our Nathan Walsh has returned from the Cadet 
National Cup (where the U15 cadets compete 
against the top 10 table tennis players in 
England) triumphant, with a gold medal to boot! 

Ethan showed some great 
form, starting the 
tournament without 
dropping a set during his 
first 4 matches so winning 
them all, which put him in a 
great position. 

Ethan managed to win 6 of 
his 9 matches 4-0 with his 
last match being a shootout 
for gold between the 
number 1 and 2 seed 
which Ethan won 4-0, to take gold. 

Ethan said of winning: 

"This is the hardest event of the year as you 
have to play the all best players in England - 
you have to stay mentally and physically 
strong throughout the whole event. It’s an in-
tense 2 days. I am really pleased to win this 
title." 

Congratulations Ethan! 
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Sixth	form	enrichment	
As part of the Sixth Form enrichment 

programme at Nobel all Year 12 students 

complete a volunteering passport which 

documents the additional activities they have 

taken part in over the year.  Students volunteer 

for a wide range of school and local community 

roles and one of the opportunities available to 

them this year was to become a Reading 

Leader, working with younger students to 

encourage an interest and enthusiasm for 

reading and increase their confidence when 

reading out loud.  One of the groups of Reading 

Leaders has been working with Year 4 students 

from Lodge Farm Primary School who have 

been coming into Nobel once a week for 8 

weeks.   

The feedback from leaders and students has 

been extremely positive and we hope to run a 

similar programme again in the future. 

 

Lodge Farm students said: 

"The students helped me a lot with my reading 

and made it good fun." 

 

"After doing some reading we played word 

games." 

 

 

"I really enjoyed reading my book to my 

helper and they helped me when I got stuck 

on tricky words." 

 

"Thank you for helping us this year and we 

hope you do it again next year because we 

think other children will like to have a turn." 

 

A 6th form Reading Leader said: 

 

“I thought that the Lodge Farm Reading 

Leaders was an amazing experience and 

opportunity to support and help someone 

who is much younger than me. It was great to 

work and reach out to others in the 

community instead of just in the main 

school.” 

 

Mrs Allen 

Bring a friend offer 2017

£25 CASH REWARD 

For any Student who brings along a friend or family 
member who goes on to grading!
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Year	10	news...	

FONS	barn	dance	

With two terms now complete and the third and 
final one underway, there is a real 
understanding that in 12 months time, it will be 
our turn. It seems incredible just how fast the 
time is passing and how far we have come as a 
year group. 

As a school we are striving to provide the best 
resources, opportunities and facilities for every 
year group. In addition to ‘Show my Homework’ 
we have now launched ‘GCSEpod’ to year 10. 
This award winning facility delivers audio 
sessions on a huge variety of subjects and is a 
brilliant resource we should all be encouraging 
students to use. Parents can find links to this 
on our website homepage. 

Parents’ evening has taken place and was a 
resounding success, many thanks as always to 
our community of parents for engaging and 
showing such enthusiasm for supporting your 
son/daughter. If you were unable to attend in 
person, I urge you to email the teachers and 
ask for some feedback. 

Can I also draw your attention to an after 
school presentation being launched by our 
English Faculty leader Mrs Phillips on ‘helping 
your son/daughter to revise’? It will be an 
essential opportunity for any parent who wishes 
to pick up hints, tips or strategies that will help 
to give our students the edge in preparation.  

In our ever growing list of accolades as a year 
group we have been successful in the county 
level 3 rowing championship beating the 
competition by some 5 seconds. In fact we 
were representing Stevenage for the county, 
even better! Also since my last entry the school 
pantomime, ‘Cinderella’ was performed by the 
cast of our year 10 drama students. Good 
natured fun was had by all, perhaps not the 
cast who performed three times back-to-back. 
Well done to all concerned.  

We have collated and shared a second data 
drop with parents via our online portal, if you’re 
struggling to log in to this facility please contact  

lynn.way@nobel.herts.sch.uk  for support. 
Alternatively please always contact Lucy 
Thorp or myself. 

Our GCSE year 10 exams will be taking place 
in June and will provide essential data for us to 
track if our students are on target to reach 
their potential. Please ensure that you’re 
supporting your son/daughter to revise and 
that they take this exam series very seriously.  

In closing we have another ‘Nobel Celebrates 
Success’ breakfast on the horizon and it 
contains lots of new faces and some who 
consistently show the right attitude towards 
their learning and progress. I look forward to 
celebrating with you over a bacon roll, dates to 
follow in due course. 

Warmest regards 

Mr  Swendell 

Head of Year 10 

 Order your tickets now! 
 
Well over 50% of the tickets for next month’s 
Barn Dance have already been sold, so if you 
want to come to the Friends of Nobel School’s 
fund-raising event on Saturday 20 May, get 
your tickets soon!  

The evening costs just £10 and includes a 
BBQ supper, with a cash bar available on the 
night. Numbers are limited to ensure that there 
is room for everyone to dance, and the 
deadline for receipt of booking forms is 
Monday 15 May. A booking form is included 
later in this newsletter. We hope to see you 
there! 
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University	Challenge	2017	
Congratulations to the quiz team from 12 JMT, 
Haarith Aubad , Matthew Bucktrout, Daniel 
Lambert and Matthew Wan who won the Sixth 
Form University Challenge. The annual final 
was between year 12 and 13 culminating with 
12 JMT and 13 BLK. This is now the second 
year running that Mrs Mordaunt has had her  
team win the University Challenge, which 
reflects students passion for the competitive 
weekly quiz that takes place in her form times. 
It was a very close contest with some taxing 
questions to stretch the students’ general 
knowledge and team work. Well done to both 
teams for an exciting final! James Marshall and 
Mr Lovelock’s form came very close as at 
many times the teams were trying to edge 
above each other. 

This year, all of the form teams were highly 
competitive in the earlier rounds that built 
towards the final on Monday 24 April. The 
school hall was full to the brim with year 12 and 
13 students excitedly supporting their year’s 
winning team from the earlier heats. As one of 
the final whole Sixth Form events there was a 
great atmosphere and buzz in the hall. After 
each question the tension of the event began 
to grow and by the time it got to the half way 
mark the teams were one or two points apart in 
a very close competition. In the end year 12 
won by answering a series of baffling questions 
about maths, ancient history and pop culture.  

All in all both teams performed excellently and 
it made the entire 
event enjoyable for 
the audience. Many 
thanks go to Mr Ron 
Freeman, who has 
continued to support 
the event since its 
inception by guiding 
the Senior Student 
Team in preparing 
questions for all the 
rounds. Students 
presented Mr Freeman  

with some gifts as a collective token of their 
appreciation from all of the Sixth Form and 
have now renamed the event as the Ron 
Freeman University Challenge. Many thanks 
to Ms Cox as an effective question master, 
Mrs Saville, Mrs Bright and the SST for coor-
dinating another enjoyable student event. 

With Mr Sehejpal having one of his forms win-
ning the final, Mrs Saville will be looking to her 
new year group in September to break the 
pattern that seems to be forming. If only 13 
BLK had known what the highest grossing film 
was of 2016, but I guess not everyone is a 
Star Wars fan. Maybe next year the force will 
be with them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Sehejpal 

Head of year 12 
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SST	book	collection	Community	book	group	

NOBEL SCHOOL PARENTS, 
STAFF and COMMUNITY BOOK 

GROUP 
Next meeting will be held in the  

Library 6.30pm  
Tuesday 06 June 2017 

The book to read is: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Contact: Rosalind Essakhi: 01438 
222600 or email:  
 
library@nobel.herts.sch.uk 
 
Read all or part of the book and 
come and discuss it in a friendly 
informal group 

The SST are currently collecting books to 
benefit local hospitals such as Lister and 
Addenbrookes. We would like to donate as 
many of these to the children's wards as 
possible, and if we cannot donate certain 
books, we hope to sell them to raise money for 
the hospitals or donate else where.  

We would be very grateful for donations of any 
books, especially children's books. We will 
collect any other type of book too, from old 
revision books to cooking books and more.  

If you have donations, please take them to the 
librarians or to Ms Magill's form room (CO14) 
where we will collect them. Please bring them 
as soon as you can, we will stop collecting at 
the May half term. 
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Friends	of	Nobel	School	
100	Club	Winners	for	

April	
	

 

Number 

 

Name 

 

Prize 

 

32 

 

A Hattam 

 

£36 

 

79 

 

G Thompson 

 

£28 
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Congraulations...	
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Word	of	the	week	

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Instructions 

 

Place 1 - 9 once in each row 

Place 1 - 9 once in each column 

Place 1 - 9 once in each 3x3 box 

 

Complete the 'sum cages' such that the total of 

the numbers in each cage is the number stated 

at the start of that cage 

 
You are not allowed to repeat any numbers 
within any sum cage 

Solution page  14 

 

In the small country of Zog, each person owns 

one and only one car. Every car's license plate 

is different and each one contains only one letter 

and one one-digit number including zero. How 

many people live in the land of Zog, assuming 

every license plate is used? 

 

Solution page 14  

Logic	puzzle	

Sudoku	

Week beginning 1 May 

 

M is for… mutual 
adjective 
 
1. having the same feelings one for the other 

 

“they had long been mutual enemies” 

 

2. shared in common 

 

“enjoying their mutual hobby” 

Week beginning 8 May 

 
N is for… notion 
Noun 
 

1. a conception of or belief about something. 
 
"children have different notions about the 
roles of their parents" 
 

2. an impulse or desire, especially one of a 
whimsical kind. 
 

"she had a notion to ring her friend at work" 
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13 September 2017 
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There is variation across the county with regard 

to term dates next year.  We are not the only 

school to have fixed the Easter holidays with 

Easter in the middle in order to avoid losing an 

additional Monday to a bank holiday.  The Term 

Dates Working Party at County have given 

schools additional flexibility for 2017-18 by giving 

us effectively 5 more occasional days than nor-

mal and 5 days less fixed holiday and this has 

led to changes at an individual school level.   

The following extract from the county document 

explains this: 

In order to give some flexibility to community and 

voluntary controlled schools while retaining a 

calendar with a common core of holiday dates, 

the Term Dates Working Party has determined 

that the  2017/18 calendar includes a further  
 

five occasional days, over and above the 

existing one occasional day.  

 

These occasional days would be used as 

holidays with their timing at the discretion of 

the Governing Body of the individual school. 

However, the key core dates around 

Christmas, Easter and the three half terms 

would be standard – though these could be 

lengthened by use of occasional days if 

schools wished. The additional 5 occasional 

days could also be added to the start and 

end of the calendar. The academic year has 

been started earlier and ends later than 

usual, in order to create 5 extra occasional 

days for a school to add back into the 

calendar.  



Solutions		

Logic puzzle 

520 

 

26 (letters of the alphabet) X 10 

(1-digit numbers 0-9) = 260 

 

That's only if each letter is before 

the number, but since it can be 

after, you have to double that. 

 

260 X 2 = 520 

1 May  -  Bank holiday  
 
3 May  -  FONS meeting 
 
3 May  -  Headteacher’s parent surgery 4  -  5pm 
 
6 & 7 May  -  Duke of Edinburgh Award  
 
10 &11 May  -  Year 7 visit to local mosque  
 
10 May  - Year 10 visit to Airbus Stevenage 
 
13 & 14 May  -  Duke of Edinburgh Award  
 
   
 
 

Dates	for	the	diary:	
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