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1. How does the school know if children/young people need extra help 

and what should I do if I think my child may have special educational 

needs? 

 
When your child first joins Nobel, we use information from a range of sources 
to help identify SEND and other needs. These include information from 
parents/carers; primary school teachers; end of key stage 2 assessments; 
baseline testing; Cognitive Ability Tests (CAT tests); literacy and numeracy 
tests; application form information; subject teachers; specialist colleagues and 
external agencies. Both parents and students will have opportunities to meet 
with a member of the Learning/Student Support Team before and on entry to 
Nobel School. Parent views are sought regularly and used in planning the 
necessary support for their child; we know that close liaison between school 
and home is crucial to effective outcomes for all students. 
 
Our class teachers, Directors of Faculty and Heads of Year closely monitor 
the progress and attainment of all students, including those who have or may 
have SEND (Special Educational needs and or disabilities). The continuous 
monitoring of students during their time at Nobel will further help identify 
pupils with a special educational need. Students who fall behind age 
appropriate expectations will be highlighted to all adults working with them, 
including the SENDCo (Special Educational Needs and Disability 
Coordinator), and a personalised plan of support and intervention is 
developed in partnership with the parents and the student. In identifying a 
student’s initial need a range of sources are consulted. It may involve tutors, 
subject teachers, support colleagues, Heads of Year, outside agencies, 
parents/carers and the student’s “voice” is at the centre of this. 
 
If your child needs to be assessed we would use a range of assessments 
depending on the area of need. We work with families and we have a strong 
network of outside agencies to support the child. Families are involved and 
consulted every step of the way.  
 
We follow a staged and graduated approach to identifying and assessing 
needs, using the ‘Assess, Plan, Do, Review’ model. The triggers for 
intervention could be the teachers, support colleagues or others’ concern, 
underpinned by evidence, about a student who, despite receiving 
differentiated learning opportunities, does not make expected progress.  
 
This rigorous whole school assessment and identification of need is to ensure 
barriers to learning are removed and that students leave as capable, confident 
Nobelians, fully equipped with the skills and qualities to achieve success in 
the world of work.  
   
 



 
 

SEND Needs at Nobel

Autistic Spectrum Disorder

Behaviour, Emotional and
Social Difficulty

Behavioural and Social

Hearing Impairment

Moderate Learning
Difficulty

Other Difficulty/Disability

Physical Difficulty

Social, Emotional and
Mental Health

Speech, Language or
Communication Need

Severe Learning Difficulty

Specific Learning difficulty

Visual Impairment



 
2. How will school staff support my child? 

 
Our aim at Nobel is to remove barriers to learning and allow a student to 
reach his or her full potential. Our teachers have high expectations of all 
students.  
 
All teachers will be told about your child’s individual needs and will adapt their 
lessons to meet them. This may involve using different strategies or, more 
practical/adaptation of resources and activities to enable your child to access 
the lessons fully. 
 
If progress continues to be less than expected it may be necessary for the 
teacher to organise additional support or targeted intervention (Closing the 
Gap). Within school there are teachers and support staff trained in specific 
areas of expertise to help us fully support your child. Students may be offered 
additional help and support, in which case you would be informed. 
 
Where a student is diagnosed with a specific educational need and is not 
making expected progress, support will be put in place to help them make 
progress. This will usually take place in the classroom as part of the lesson to 
maximise the impact. This support may involve:  
 

 Modification of the curriculum in class by teachers 
 Advice to teachers on a student’s needs and strategies to be 

implemented from the SEND team. Student Support Profiles for all 
SEND students with details of strategies, likes and dislikes and data. 

 One-to-one or small group targeted intervention sessions with a Key 
Worker, a Student Support Officer or a Teaching Assistant. 

 In-class support with specialised equipment or Teaching Assistants. 
 1:1or small group support in The Bridge or IN01, our pastoral areas. 
 Referrals to outside agencies.    

 
Interventions may involve individual packages or a programme developed 
specifically for that student or group of students. It is the teacher’s 
responsibility to provide for students with SEND in his or her class and to 
follow the school’s procedures for identifying, assessing and making provision 
to meet those needs. Where the interventions involve teaching away from the 
main class, the teacher still retains responsibility for the student and works 
closely with support staff. All interventions follow a monitoring cycle involving: 
assess–plan-do-review.  Where an intervention with a student is not found to 
be effective, the school will endeavour to find out why and put in place a more 
effective programme. Interventions are regularly reviewed to ensure 
effectiveness and to ensure that the school continually strives to improve their 
intervention programme.  
 
Some students receive support through technology, such as the use of a 
laptop, reading pen or tablet.  
 
Parents/Carers of students with SEND will have regular meetings with school 
staff to discuss their child’s progress, support needs and any concerns they 



may have.  However, parents/carers are welcome to request a meeting or 
discussion with school staff at any time, including the SENDCO, if they have a 
concern. 
 
Students with EHCPs will have termly reviews, in addition to their annual 
reviews, involving the student, parents/carers, subject staff and other 
professionals evaluate those targets and strategies. Targets are set based on 
evidence of need and impact. 
 

3. How will I know how my child is doing? 

 
At Nobel we welcome the involvement of parents/carers and want to keep you 
up-to-date and involved with your child’s progress. We do this through 
Parents’ Evenings; notes in planners; email; telephone calls; appointments 
made with individual teachers; Annual Reviews/termly reviews (for those on 
the SEND register).  
 
The school provides information for parents through newsletters; information 
on the website and VLE; Open/Information days; Parents’ Evenings and 
letters home. Learning Plans, outlining curriculum topics delivered per half 
term are published on the VLE for parents to access. 
 
Nobel puts working with parents/carers and students at the centre of its work.  
Students are regularly involved with reviewing their progress and encouraged 
to express their needs and concerns with relevant staff. Students with SEND 
are encouraged to express any concerns they may have to the SENDCO, Key 
Workers Teaching Assistants, Student Support officers, their Form Tutor, their 
Head of Year or any other member of staff with whom they feel comfortable to 
talk about their concerns.    
 
Parents are fully involved in the decision making process about support for 
their child, including decisions to investigate a potential diagnosis, referral to 
external agencies, planning and evaluating support. They are encouraged to 
contact any member of staff at school if they have any concerns about their 
child. The SENDCO is always pleased to discuss any concerns involving 
SEND with parents and carers. 
 
The effectiveness of the school’s provision for students with SEND is 
evaluated, reported to governors and monitored by OFSTED.  
 

4. How will the learning and development provision be matched to my 

child’s needs?  

 
Our key purpose is the construction, delivery and constant improvement of 
quality learning experiences appropriate to the needs of all our students. A 
detailed assessment which draws on the teachers’ assessment and 
experience of the student, their previous progress and attainment and their 
development in comparison to their peers takes place. All teaching staff use 
differentiation within their classroom to enable all students to access the 
curriculum, remove barriers to learning and make sound progress. Teachers 
work according to the Code of Practice to ensure that individual needs are 



met for those students with SEND. Student Support Officers are allocated to 
each year group to meet the pastoral needs of the students.  
 

5. What support will there be for my child’s overall wellbeing? 

 
At Nobel we take our pastoral responsibilities seriously. We pride ourselves 
on providing a high level of student support and guidance. We have a robust 
safeguarding policy and protocol in place. Pupils’ health and well-being is 
paramount. One way we support our students is by assigning them to a Head 
of Year and a Form Tutor who will remain with them as they progress up the 
school. This provides continuity and builds a strong relationship between 
middle leaders, Tutors and students.   
 
There are additional members of staff who are able to provide pastoral 
support, these include: Pastoral Support Managers; a School Counsellor; 
Teaching Assistants; Student Support officers; Key workers.  We also have 
excellent relationships with a number of external agencies for example 
Families First, Targeted Prevention Team, CAMHS and the Autism Advisory 
Team.  
 

6. What specialist services and expertise are available at or accessed by 

the school? 

 
All staff are trained in protective behaviours. A counsellor is brought in by the 
school to provide support for students’ social, emotional and mental health 
needs.  Individual health care plans are written for students with medical 
conditions and shared with all staff who work with that student. The school 
has a consistent and robust behaviour policy throughout the school. The 
school adheres to the statutory guidance “supporting students at school with 
medical conditions. “ 
Nobel School works closely with a number of outside agencies including: 
 
Educational Psychology, Speech and Language Therapy, Autism Advisory 
Service, Visual and Hearing Impairment Team, Occupational Therapy, 
Physiotherapy, Mobility Officer, Education Support Centre Behaviour 
Outreach Service, Counselling, Connexions, CAMHS, Child Development 
Centre, ESTMA and School Nurse. 
 
Services are contacted in line with the needs of the current students. As a 
school we can call on support from specialist organisations from within the 
Local Authority as well as Health and Social Care Services. As a school we 
can access a range of services including Visual and Hearing Impairment 
Team and Disability Team. These services are contacted when necessary 
and appropriate, according to your child’s needs.   
 

7. What training have the staff, supporting children and young people 

with SEND, had or are having? 

 

Training is provided to all staff, including teachers, SSOs, TAs and support 
staff, as the need arises and there is ongoing training for all staff as well as 



opportunities to further develop skills. Staff who are new to the school follow 
an induction programme which includes training and information on SEND.  
SEND training is a permanent item on the school’s CPD agenda. 
  

8. How will you help me to support my child’s learning? 

 
A great deal of information is available to parents on the school website. In 
addition, parents are given a pack of information as their child joins the school 
in year 7.  
 
Form tutor evenings are held annually where strategies on supporting your 
child may be discussed.  All students are given an academic planner for the 
recording of home study and events. These can also be used to share 
information and messages between home and school.  
 
We need you to support us and your child by encouraging them to fully 
engage with their learning and any interventions offered by:   
 

 Helping them to be organised for their day (including bringing the right 
equipment and books) 

 Full attendance and good punctuality  
 Completion of homework  
 Checking and signing planner  
 Attending parents’ meetings   
 Attending any meetings specifically arranged for your child   

 
We will support you by having regular communication and a named Key 
Worker for your child who will contact you on a regular basis. Pupil Passports 
and strategies with learning targets will be available on the school’s 
information portal to discuss with relevant staff for you to access and support 
your child with his/her learning at home. 
 

9. How will I be involved in discussions about and planning for my 

child’s education? 

 

There are formal occasions such as parents’ consultations where parents are 
involved in discussions about their child’s education in addition to this we 
have an “open door” policy whereby parents are usually able to speak to a 
student’s Head of Year or tutor before or after school to pass on a piece of 
information, message or a meeting is planned where a longer discussion is 
required. Working parents are able to telephone to arrange for a teacher to 
call them back or email any issue they wish to discuss. Parents are 
represented on the school governing body. Parents of students with SEND 
are regularly involved in discussions through progress reviews. 
 

10. How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom 

including school trips? 

 
All students in the school are encouraged to take part in extra activities at 
break time, lunchtime and after school. For all school trips a risk assessment 



is undertaken to ensure that each student is kept from harm. Day and 
residential trips are open to all children and your child’s specific needs can be 
discussed if they wish to join such a trip. Where outings are run by outside 
agencies they are made aware of each child’s needs so that they are dealt 
with in sensitively and appropriately. Parents will be consulted about how best 
to support their child whilst away from home in the case of overnight visits or 
day trips.  
 

11. How accessible is the school environment?  

 

Nobel School is fully compliant with the Equality Act (2010) and reasonable 
adjustments are made for children with SEND where possible. Our school is a 
safe and accessible building and we do our best to make it welcoming to the 
whole community. All safeguarding procedures and risk assessments are in 
place and adhered to by all staff. We have a range of different facilities to help 
SEND students throughout our school including a number of lifts to access all 
areas; disabled toilets; ramps; wide corridors and equipment to help with 
reading and writing. Specialised equipment is provided where appropriate for 
students with SEND needs. Advice is sought from appropriate medical and 
health care professionals to ensure that students’ health and physical need 
are met within the school environment.   
An Accessibility Plan is in place and available from our school website. . 
  

12. Who can I contact for further information? 

 
The school has a SENDCO who can be contacted by telephone, email or a 
meeting can be arranged if further discussion is necessary. The schools’ 
policy is to talk to the students’ teacher with any initial queries. Should you 
wish to make a complaint there is a school complaints procedure available on 
the school website. 
Ms L. Amey   –   SENDCo 
Mrs J Marshall – Deputy SEND Officer 
 
 

13. How will the school prepare and support my child to join the school, 

transfer to a new school or the next stage of education and life? 

 
There is a detailed transition programme in place for students new to the 
school, moving class or leaving the school. The level of support and type of 
arrangements for supporting students in a transfer between phases of 
education or in preparation for adulthood and independent living is dependent 
upon the student’s needs, age and development.  
 
We liaise closely with primary schools and provide additional transition 
support both before your child starts and afterwards, if it is needed. We also 
host a Summer School for two weeks for Year 6 students.   
 
All students receive advice on careers and are encouraged to visit colleges to 
explore post-16 courses. If additional support is needed this will be put in 
place. We work closely with Connexions to ensure relevant paperwork is 
completed for students with EHCPs. 



 
  

14. How are the school’s resources allocated and matched to children’s 

special educational needs? 

 
Resources are allocated based on evidence of need and effectiveness. 
Students with an EHCP have resources allocated as outlined in their plan. 
Teaching Assistants are allocated, where resources allow, to support students 
in lessons. Staff liaise closely with them to ensure maximum effectiveness. 
They have a huge range of skills to offer in supporting students directly and 
indirectly, assisting staff and helping parents/carers. 
 

15. How is the decision made about how much support my child will 

receive? 

 

The amount and type of support offered to a student is determined by a 
detailed analysis of the student’s needs, barriers to learning, stage of 
development, parental views, where appropriate and consultation with 
teachers and Head of Year. This support is reviewed regularly with 
amendments being made to the programme of support. To minimise long term 
need for additional support and to enable students to reach their full academic 
potential, the emphasis of our interventions are early identification and 
targeted effective support. 
  
Students with EHCPs will have targets and strategies set by the Director of 
Learning or faculty staff. Annual reviews involving the student, parents/carers, 
subject staff and other professionals evaluate those targets and strategies. 
The decision is based on evidence of need and impact. 
 

16. How can I find information about the local authority’s Local Offer 

of services and provision for children and young people with special 

educational needs and disability? 

Hertfordshire's SEND Local Offer is your one-stop shop for information, 

support, services and activities available for children and young people with 

special educational needs, and their families. 

 

The Local Offer has been created by parents and professionals. 

 

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/microsites/local-offer/the-hertfordshire-

local-offer.aspx 

 

 

If you require further information please contact the school, visit our website 
www.nobel.herts.sch.uk or the Hertfordshire County website 
http://www.hertsdirect.org/localoffer  or for Children Adult Mental health 
services (CAHMS):  

 

 
 

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/microsites/local-offer/the-hertfordshire-local-offer.aspx
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/microsites/local-offer/the-hertfordshire-local-offer.aspx
http://www.nobel.herts.sch.uk/
http://www.hertsdirect.org/localoffer


Speech and Language: 
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/microsites/local-offer/media-
library/documents/policies-and-procedures/slcn-quality-offer-19-june-
2018.pdf 
Autism:  
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/microsites/local-offer/media-
library/documents/policies-and-procedures/autism-quality-offer-
summary.pdf 
 

 
 

The Hertfordshire Autism Quality Offer aligns with the SEND Quality 
Offer - Hertfordshire’s statement on high quality provision and 
outcomes for children and young people with special educational needs 
and disabilities. The Autism Quality Offer describes the special 
educational provision that settings are encouraged to have available for 
children and young people who have autism or social communication 
needs and includes links to resources and training available to settings 
across Hertfordshire. 

 
 
 
 
 

SEND Staff at Nobel 

                                         
 SENDCo             Deputy SENDCo 
Lynn Amey                 Julia Marshall 
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