
 
17 December 2019 

Dear Parent/Guardian 

YEAR 9 – VISIT TO THE SOMME BATTLEFIELDS  

As part of our National Curriculum History studies, we are planning to take students to the 
First World War battlefields in Belgium.  The visit also links to Year 9 English lessons where 
students study First World War poetry and the students will have an opportunity to practice 
their language skills. 
 
We will visit the following places: the Langemark German Military Cemetery, Tyne Cot 
Cemetery, Newfoundland Park, The Menin Gate, Thiepval Memorial, Essex Farm Dressing 
Station, Vimy Ridge and the Passchendaele Memorial Museum. 
 
This year we have provisionally booked the visit to take place on 30 September 2020 and 
returning 2 October 2020.  Timings are not yet finalised but it is likely that the coach will leave 
Stevenage at about 7am on Wednesday morning and will arrive back at Stevenage at around 
10pm on Friday 2 October.   
 
Initially we have booked places for 60 students.  If there are more than 60 students interested, 
then the names of the students will be placed in a random sorting package. 
 
Students must have their own passports, valid for travel in September 2020.  Please ensure 
there are at least 6 months left on your child’s passport after our return to England.  We will 
need to have passports and a valid EHIC card handed in to us by Friday 11 September 2020.  
The forms needed to obtain both a passport and EHIC card are easily available from the Post 
Office or you can apply online; we recommend that these are obtained as soon as possible as 
students will not be allowed to travel without a valid passport or EHIC card.  As there is some 
uncertainty at present around the impact that Brexit may have on school visits to Europe, we 
will advise you of any additional requirements or changes to what is required as these are 
confirmed.  Non-British nationals, before paying the deposit, should enquire of the appropriate 
Consulates in London as to whether visas are required and obtain those relevant before the 
visit.   
 
The cost of the visit will be £315 per person and includes travel by coach and ferry, overnight 
accommodation, meals (except for those purchased on the ferry) and museum entry fees.   
 
If you are interested in your child participating in this visit as outlined, please return the slip 
below with a non-returnable deposit of £120 by Friday 24 January 2020.  The deposit will 
not be available to pay online and must be paid by cash or cheque.  



 
  
Please return all of the above to Reception.  Everything should be returned in a sealed 
envelope (with your child’s name and form clearly on the front).  The full balance remaining 
should be paid in full by Friday 11 September 2020.  A payment schedule for the remainder of 
the balance will be set up in the New Year.  You will be able to make these payments online 
via Schoolcomms 
 
By making payment you are consenting that you would like your child to attend this 
trip and that you agree to the following declaration: 
 
DECLARATION:  I have received and understood the details of the visit and my child: 

 Can participate in the visit and activities described; 
 is in good health and fit to participate in the activities described; 
 can receive medical treatment as necessary; 
 can have any photos taken used in media to report on the event.  (Email the Trips 

Co-Ordinator on Natalie.Mitchell@nobel.hets.sch.uk if you do not consent to 
this).  
 

 I confirm that the school has all the relevant emergency contact details and that 
I have made the school aware of all the necessary medical information required.  
If your child has any medical conditions requiring medication or medical 
treatment that you need to make us aware of for this trip/visit, please email the 
Trips Co-ordinator on Natalie.Mitchell@nobel.herts.sch.uk 
 

 I acknowledge the need for the person named above to behave responsibly and 
agree to the establishment’s procedures in this respect. 

Please note that should your child be offered a place you will be responsible for the whole 
cost of the visit should you withdraw them at a later date.  Once your deposit has been banked, 
we are unable to provide any refund unless a student is forced to withdraw at the last moment 
through illness or injury.  Any refund is subject to a successful insurance claim by the school, 
which relies on a doctor’s certificate and completion of the schools travel insurance 
documentation. If a child/parent changes their mind or moves school and withdraws from the 
visit then no refund can be given. Charges are made by providers upon receipt of the first 
deposit so the school will be charged in full for the place reserved. Parents and guardians are 
responsible for the full cost of the trip once the first payment is made. 
 



 
Further information will be available nearer the time and an evening meeting to confirm final 
arrangements is to be scheduled for September 2020.  
 
In the meantime, if you require clarification on any of the above, please contact me at school. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Mr B Philcox 
History Department 
 
 
 
 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
Slip with deposit payment to be returned to The Nobel School Reception by Friday 24 
January 2020. 

YEAR 9 – VISIT TO THE SOMME BATTLEFIELDS  

 
I would like my son/daughter: ______________________________ Form: _______________ 
to participate in the trip to the Somme Battlefields in September/October 2020. 
 
I enclose a non-refundable cash/cheque deposit of £150. 
 
Signed (Parent/guardian): __________________________________________________ 
 
Print name (Parent/guardian):  _________________________________________________ 
 


